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PM declares politics broken 
in bid to wrest back control 


Sunak to say voters are 
‘exhausted’ amid chaos 
of Tory factional fighting 


Pippa Crerar 
Rajeev Syal 


Britain’s political system is bro- 
ken and voters are exhausted, Rishi 
Sunak will say today as he struggles 
to wrestle back control of the agenda 
at a Conservative conference dom- 
inated by rival factions, leadership 
posturing and speculation about HS2. 

But the prime minister will face 
accusations that, after 13 years of 


Tory government, many of the prob- 
lems he diagnoses in Westminster 
- including social care, the housing 
crisis and the NHS - are of his party’s 
own making. 

In his speech, Sunak will say: 
“There is the undeniable sense that 
politics just doesn’t work the way it 
should... a feeling that Westminster 
isa broken system ... It isn’t anger, it 
isan exhaustion with politics. In par- 
ticular, politicians saying things, and 
then nothing ever changing.” 

He has battled to keep an often 
chaotic conference in Manchester 
on track as senior Tories, including 
Suella Braverman, Kemi Badenoch 
and Liz Truss, jostled for the lime- 
light, while ministers admitted 


privately that they doubted their par- 
ty’s chances at next year’s election. 

In a populist speech clearly 
intended to cement her positionasa 
standard-bearer of the Conservative 
right, Braverman, the home secre- 
tary, warned ofa “hurricane” of mass 
migration and attacked the “luxury 
beliefs” of liberal-leaning people. 

An embattled-sounding Sunak 
insisted yesterday he would still be 
in office by the time of the next party 
conferences, telling broadcasters he 
was willing to be unpopular to drive 
through change. “I’m prepared to 
persuade people that what I’m doing 
is right,” he said. 

In around of interviews, Sunak 
again repeatedly ducked questions 


on his plan to scrap the northern leg 
of HS2 from Birmingham to Man- 
chester, with the savings reinvested 
in regional transport links, which he 
was set to announce today. 

The HS2 scheme was given a 
budget of £55.7bn in 2015 but costs 
have ballooned, with an estimate of 
up to £98bn - in 2019 prices - in 2020. 
Since then, soaring inflation will have 
pushed costs even higher. 

“I take the time to get it right and 
do what I think is right for the coun- 
try. Ithinkit’s right that I’m not going 
to get forced into making premature 
decisions. Not on something that’s 
soimportant, that costs this country 


tens of billions of pounds,” Q9 
he said. However, the 


A Suella Braverman addressing the Conservative conference yesterday. The home secretary and some cabinet colleagues are thought to be 
jostling for position as party members’ thoughts turn to a possible leadership change after the next election PHOTOGRAPH: CHRISTOPHER FURLONG/GETTY 


India kicks 
41 Canadian 
diplomats 
out of Delhi 


Hannah Ellis-Petersen Delhi 
Leyland Cecco Toronto 


India has told Canada that it must 
remove 41 diplomats from its 
embassy in Delhi asa diplomatic spat 
continues over accusations that India 
may have been involved in the killing 
of a Sikh leader in Canada. 

According to officials who spoke 
to the Financial Times, the Indian 
foreign ministry has given Can- 
ada a week to repatriate two-thirds 
of its diplomats stationed in India, 
reducing the number to 21. 

India’s ministry of external affairs 
declined to comment. An official 
familiar with the matter confirmed 
the report to the Associated Press. 

Relations have deteriorated since 
the Canadian prime minister, Justin 
Trudeau, said last month that there 
were “credible allegations” that 
Indian government agents were 
involved in the assassination of the 
Sikh separatist Hardeep Singh Nijjar 
in British Columbia in June. 

Yesterday, Trudeau declined to 
commentonreports ofthe diplomatic 
expulsions, but said his government 
was not looking to escalate the dis- 
pute with Delhi. 

*We'retaking this extremely seri- 
ously, but we're going to continue 
to engage responsibly and con- 
structively with the government of 
India,” he told reporters. Later in 
the morning, Trudeau described the 
situation between the two counties 
as “extremely challenging”. 

The Canadian foreign minister, 
Mélanie Joly, said the country needed 


a “strong diplomatic oo 
footprint" in India. *In 
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<A photograph 
released by Avon 
and Somerset 
police of Reed 
Wischhusen 

in afake 

police uniform 
carrying one 

of the weapons 
he kept at his 
village home 


Man stockpiled guns and bombs to 
carry out ‘revenge’ attacks, court told 


Steven Morris 


A warehouse worker obsessed with 
mass killings built up an armoury 
including a submachine gun and 
bombs at his Somerset home as he 
plotted to carry out “revenge” attacks 
at his old primary school, a police 
headquarters and his workplace, a 
jury has heard. 

Reed Wischhusen’s targets 
included former classmates who he 
believed had bullied him, colleagues 
who had laughed at him, and Avon 
and Somerset police officers after the 
force refused hima firearms licence, 
the court was told. 

Wischhusen, 32, had allegedly 
converted a blank pistol into one 
capable of firing live rounds, hada 
viable 19th-century rifle, and was 
making a submachine gun at the 
house he shared with his father in 


the village of Wick St Lawrence, near 
Weston-super-Mare. 

According to the prosecution, he 
planned to stockpile 1,000 rounds of 
ammunition and a rocket launcher 
and also had material to make 
improvised explosive devices, plus 
silencers, a full police uniform, 
bulletproof vests and handcuffs. 

He was caught after a tipoff, Bristol 
crown court heard. Police, includ- 
ing two armed officers, went to his 
house and shot him when he came 
downstairs pointing a pistol at them. 
He survived and spent four months 
recovering in hospital before being 
formally arrested. 

Jonathan Rees KC, prosecuting, 
said the house Wischhusen shared 
with his father, and the outbuilding 
behind it, seemed quiet but “con- 
tained a dark secret". 

He told the jury that Wischhusen 
had “amacabre interest” in infamous 
killers suchas Thomas Hamilton, who 


carried out the Dunblane shootings, 
and Raoul Moat, who was behind 
shootings in Northumberland. 

Rees said Wischhusen was fas- 
cinated by mass shootings and 
bombings such as the Columbine 
high school attack, and set about 
building -in his own words - a “small 
armoury” of firearms and explosives. 

The prosecutor said that Wisch- 
husen, in a document setting out 
his plans, wrote: “Revenge is on my 
mind, it’s a powerful motivator.” 

Wischhusen wrote that his tar- 
gets included a boy who had pinned 
him against a wall “for no reason” at 
primary school. He named another 
former fellow pupil and said: “Soon 
he’ll be dead.” Heidentifieda teacher 
he said had bullied him and made fun 
of him. “Ibelieve schoolis controlling 
everything I do,” he wrote. 

When interviewed by police, 
Wischhusen claimed his alleged 
plan wasa “fantasy story” to “amuse 


myself”. He said he ran at officers 
with the gun because he hoped they 
would kill him, and had not wanted to 
shoot anyone, the court heard. 

The court also heard that Wisch- 
husen had an image on his phone of 
himself wearing a police uniform and 
carrying agun. 

Jurors heard phase one of Wisch- 
husen’s alleged revenge plan was 
a “hitman-style attack” to kill 10 
people using a converted pistol with 
a silencer, while wearing a disguise. 
Wischhusen planned to spare two 
police staff so they would feel “sur- 
vivor’s guilt”. This was, he wrote, 
“ultimate mind control”. 

Phase two would allegedly involve 
going to his old school in Somerset 
to shoot and kill teachers and throw 
pipebombs “to stir things up”, the 
court was told. 

Thealleged plan would culminate 
in an attack on Avon and Somerset 
police headquarters, where he would 
either plant and detonate bombs 
before opening fire on staff with 
submachine guns, or ambush offic- 
ers and enter the building to let off 
explosives, the prosecutor claimed. 
After this he planned to kill himself, 
the court heard. The last line of the 
document was: “It has to happen.” 

In another file he described work 
colleagues laughing at him for visit- 
ingasex worker in Poland and said he 
planned to carry outa shooting there. 

Rees said Wischhusen took “real, 
concrete steps” and that his plans 
were “no fantasy at all”. 

When police went to his house in 
November 2022, he asked if he could 
gotothebathroom. They hearda shot 
and then saw him coming downstairs 
brandishing a handgun. They opened 
fire on him, believing their lives were 
in danger, the court heard. 

Wischhusen denies having an 
explosive substance with intent to 
endanger life or cause serious injury, 
having an explosive substance, pos- 
sessing a converted Turkish Retay 
T205 pistol, possessing ammuni- 
tion withintent to endanger life, and 
possessing a Schmidt-Rubin model 
1889 bolt-action rifle without hold- 
ing a firearm certificate. 

The trial continues. 


UK could rent 
prison space 
abroad to ease 
cell shortage 


Haroon Siddique 
Legal affairs correspondent 


The UK will seek to rent prison space 
from foreign countries to combat 
the shortage of domestic jail places, 
under plans announced at the Con- 
servative party conference. 

The Tories said they had already 
begun exploratory discussions with 
possible partners in Europe, with 
plansthat would beintroduced when 
parliamentary time permitted. 

They cited the example of Norway 
and Belgium, which have struck sim- 
ilar deals with the Netherlands. But 
the announcement was described 
by prison reformers and Labour as 


indicative ofa failure to find an alter- 
native solution to the problem. 

Under any agreement struck, 
inmates could be moved to another 
country provided the facilities, 
regime and rehabilitation met Brit- 
ish standards. Those standards were 
recently deemed to be so poor thata 
German court refused to extradite a 
prisoner to the UK. 

The lord chancellor and justice 
secretary, Alex Chalk, told the Con- 
servative party conference: “This 
government is doing more than any 
since the Victorian era to expand 
prison capacity. 

“Alongside our extra 20,000 prison 
places programme, refurbishment 
ofold prisons and rapid deployment 
cells, renting prison places in other 
countries will ensure that we always 
have the space to keep the public safe 
from the most dangerous offenders.” 

Andrew Neilson, the director of 
campaigns at the Howard League 
for Penal Reform charity, described 
the move as “desperation” on X, for- 
merly known as Twitter. 

Pia Sinha, the chief executive of 
the Prison Reform Trust, said: “The 


government's responseto dangerous 
and growing levels of overcrowding 
in our prisons is a half-baked idea 
to rent foreign prison places. Prison 
leaders will be in despair at such a 
superficialresponsetotheir very real 
and urgent concerns. 

“The red warning light of a loom- 
ing capacity crisis has been flashing 
on the prison service dashboard for 
months. Ministers can't say they 
haven'tbeen warned. They urgently 
need to bring forward practical plans 
to reduce pressure on the system, 
including the executive release of 
some prisoners. The risks ofnot doing 
so are too perilous to ignore.” 


A The capacity of the prison estate 
stood at 88,561 as of 29 September 


England and Wales has the third 
highest prison population in Europe 
after Russia and Turkey, with 87,793 
prisoners as of 29 September. That 
figureis projected torise to 94,400 by 
March 2025 and to 106,300 by March 
2027. The capacity of the prison estate 
on 29 September stood at 88,561. 

Shabana Mahmood, the shadow 
justice secretary, said: “There’s no 
greater symbol of the way in which 
the Tories have run our criminal 
justice system into the ground than 
the fact they are ‘exploring’ putting 
prisoners in foreign jails because they 
are incapable of building the prison 
places this country needs to keep our 
people safe. 

“After 10 justice secretaries in 10 
years, we saw no acknowledgement 
of their failings across the criminal 
justice system - from the crumbling 
prison estate, to the courts backlog 
and sky-high reoffending rates. 

“Labour will get on top of the 
prison crisis by delivering all 20,000 
prison places we need, driving down 
the courts backlog by increasing the 
number of crown prosecutors and by 
opening specialist rape courts. 
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Sensitivity 


reading? It's 
just the latest 
mass hysteria, 
says McEwan 


Ian McEwan has expressed his 
opposition to sensitivity readings, 
accusing young people of wanting “to 
bind their arms and legs in ways that 
are just trivial”. 

Speaking in Paris yesterday, the 
Booker-winning novelist expressed 
disdain at the practice of hiring some- 
one to read a manuscript before its 
publication in order to point out 
things that might offend readers. 

“These mass hysterias, moral pan- 
ics, sweep through populations every 
now and then. And Ithinkthisisone 
ofthem;" he told AFP. 

The 75-year-old author of Atone- 
ment and Enduring Love believed 
that support for sensitivity readers 
came largely from “very young peo- 
ple whoare living in societies that are 
relatively free”. He described sensi- 
tivity reading as “a weird thing that 
happens in some universities, which 
we got from the United States”. 

Having reportedly heard a young 
male writer talk about his fear of writ- 
ing about male desire, he thought: 
“Poor guy!’ Because you’ve lost the 
desire of half the world.” He would 
advise this writer and others feeling 
scared to write things that might be 
offensive to “be brave” and “screw 
the lot of them”. 

“You’ve got to write what you feel. 
You must tell the truth,’ he said. 

Following posthumous changes 
made to the works of Roald Dahl and 
Ian Fleming earlier this year, debates 
about whether such edits are an act 
of censorship have become increas- 
ingly prominent. 

Earlier this year several Agatha 
Christie novels were edited to remove 


Ian McEwan, 
the author of 
Atonement 
and Enduring 
Love, says 
writers should 
be ‘brave’ and 
not over-worry 
about offending 
readers 


PHOTOGRAPH: JOEL 
SAGET/AFP/GETTY 


potentially offensive language, 
including insults and references to 
ethnicity. 

Lionel Shriver, the author of We 
Need to Talk About Kevin, has beena 
longstanding opponent of sensitivity 
readers, saying that she would rather 
quit writing than use one. Meanwhile 
the Trainspotting author, Irvine 
Welsh, said that while he was initially 
dubious about using one for his 2022 
novel The Long Knives, which fea- 
tures transgender characters, the 


reader he worked with was “bril- 
liant” and the experience “did make 
the book better”. 

Inan interview withthe Independ- 
ent earlier this year, McEwan said he 
had never used a sensitivity reader 
himself: “I keep reading about it, but 
Iseem to have escaped that particu- 
lar whipping.” 

Though he made his disapproval of 
“trigger warnings" and “safe spaces" 
clear yesterday, he has not taken a 
similar line over calls for racial and 


Lionel Shriver ‘would quit writing’ 
rather than use a sensitivity reader 


post-colonial reckoning. In 2020 he 
backed the students who had torn 
down the statue of the slave trader 
Edward Colston in Bristol. 

“Demanding alittle more account- 
ing of our colonial imperial past is a 
perfectly good demand,” McEwan 
said. “But saying we can’t read 
Nabokov or Conrad or whatever, 
seems beyond contempt.” 

Young people alarmed by the 
climate crisis also had his full sup- 
port, the writer said, as that issue “is 
going to affect every last one of us”. 

McEwan was visiting Paris for 
the French publication of his 18th 
novel, Lessons, which he described 
in a Guardian interview last year as 
*a sort of post-Brexit novel". 

Hesaid he saw Brexit as a symbol of 
the defeat ofan older version of Brit- 
ain, of “teachers, doctors, librarians 
... people working in the public ser- 
vice [who] no longer count because 
Britain is really ruled by people who 
have made vast amounts of money in 
financialservices and the social good 
is not of interest" 

“think they’ll be back,” he added. 
*The wheel will turn again. We've 
seentoo many ofthe stupid, shame- 
ful episodes of the populist right in 
our country.” 

McEwan’s writing career has 
spanned more than 40 years, and 
through his fiction he has explored 
anumber ofcomplex issues, from the 
climate emergency in Solar (2010) to 
child sexual abuse in Lessons (2022). 

When asked about his chances of 
winning the Nobel prize in literature, 
to beannounced tomorrow, McEwan 
was dismissive. “You know, thereare 
about 50 of us whose names come up 
every year,” hesaid. *Ithink my son [a 
medical researcher] will get the Nobel 
prize before me". 


South of England predicted to 
be as hot as Ibiza over weekend 


Parts of the UK could be as hot as 
Ibizaatthe weekend, with predicted 
temperatures up tosix degrees above 
the October average, the Met Office 
said yesterday. 

Unseasonably warm weather is 
forecast for much of the south of 
England, where temperatures are 
expected to hit the mid-20s and pos- 
sibly higheron Saturday and Sunday. 


Temperatures could reach 26C 
in some places in the south-east, 
making it hotter than Athens and Bar- 
celona, which are predicted to reach 
25C at the weekend, and similar to 
Ibiza, which is set to reach 27C on Sat- 
urday, the Met Office said. 

The hottest October day on record 
in the UK was in 2011, when 29.9C 
was reached in Gravesend, Kent. 
The warmest recorded night was in 
1985, in Aber, Gwynedd, wheretem- 
peratures fell to only 19.4C. 

Stephen Dixon, the Met Office 


spokesperson, said places in the 
south ofthe UK would probably expe- 
rience the unseasonably warm spell 
towardstheend ofthe week and into 
the weekend. 

“That being said, there are periods 
of rain moving in from the west as 
wemove through the week, perhaps 
with those farthest south in England 
escaping some ofthose showers. 

“In the south-east over the week- 
end we could be getting up to 25C, 
possibly touching 26C in some spots, 
and [with] sunshine through the 
weekend in the south." 

The warmest October in the UK 
was in 2001, with an average tem- 
perature of 12.2C. 

The unseasonable temperatures 
are being caused by warmer air 


feeding in from the south, said the 
MetOffice meteorologist Alex Burkill. 

Across Scotland and Northern Ire- 
landit willbeincreasingly cloudy and 
wettomorrow afternoon and intothe 
weekend. It will stay wet in north- 
ernpartsoftheUK, especially across 


Temperatures in some places in 
the south-east could reach 26C 


Scotland. In Glasgow and in parts of 
westScotland, heavy rainis expected 
tomorrow and Friday and could lead 
to some disruption to transport and 
roads, the Met Office said. 

ASeptember heatwavebrought UK 
temperatures to their highest point 
ofthe year, with 32.7C provisionally 
recorded at Heathrow. 

The average mean temperature 
acrossthe country was 15.2C, equal- 
ling the previous record set in 2006 
- which was “practically impossi- 
ble" without human-led climate 
breakdown, the Met Office said. The 
heatwave in England and Wales that 
for the first time since records began 
temperatures were higher than 30C 
for six days in a row in September, 
said the Met Office. 
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India expels Canadian envoys as row over 
Sikh leaders killing continues to escalate 


G Continued from page 1 


moments oftension - becauseindeed 
thereare tensions between both our 
governments - more than ever it's 
important that diplomats be on the 
ground,” Joly told reporters. 

Nijjar had been designated a ter- 
rorist by the Indian authorities, who 
accused him of involvement in mil- 
itant groups and extremist activity, 
charges he had denied. 

Trudeau had called on India to 
cooperate with the investigation 
into the killing, but India dismissed 
the allegations as *absurd" and 
politically motivated. The affair 
swiftly escalated into a diplomatic 
row asthe two countries engaged in 
a tit-for-tat expulsion of top diplo- 
mats, and India suspended all visa 
applications for Canadians. 

Aurel Braun, a professor ofinterna- 
tionalrelationsand political science at 
the University of Toronto, described 
India's expulsion of diplomats as an 


*extremely significant step" against 
another democracy. 

He said: *You do not make this 
kind of accusation against a fellow 
democracy, not to onethatisasinflu- 
ential as India, unless you have very 
solid, incontrovertible evidence. And 
if you don’t publish something cred- 
ible, you run the risk of walking into 
an Indian nationalistic trap.” 

Braun said Canada might have 
clear evidence that India was com- 
plicit in the alleged assassination of 
Nijjar, amid reports that the US had 
shared key intelligence. “But having 
evidenceis not enough. International 
relations are very unforgiving. For 
along time, our prime minister has 
enjoyed a Teflon-like reputation. 
But once you lose that, you have to 
be extremely careful.” 

After Trudeau's publicallegations, 
India's foreign ministry said it would 
be demanding that Canada reduce 
the number of its diplomatic staff in 
India, claiming it was for reasons of 


*parity" as Canadian diplomats in 
Delhi far outnumbered Indian dip- 
lomats in Ottawa. 

Trudeau said he had first brought 
up the allegations of Nijjar's assas- 
sination privately with the Indian 
prime minister, Narendra Modi, dur- 
ing the G20 leaders’ summit in Delhi 
in early September, where they were 
also raised by the US president, Joe 


A protest 
outside India’s 
embassy in 
Vancouver over 
Delhi’s alleged 
role in Hardeep 
Singh Nijjar’s 
death puotocraru: 
JENNIFER GAUTHIER/ 
REUTERS 


Biden. Trudeau's decision to go pub- 
lic with the allegations at the end of 
September angered India, which in 
turn accused Canada of beinga “safe 
haven for terrorists” involved in the 
Khalistani separatist movement, 
which fights for an independent state 
for Sikhs, and is banned in India. 
The evidence for Trudeau’s claims 
has yet to be made public, apparently 


because of concerns it could compro- 
mise the murder investigation. The 
US government has repeatedly urged 
India to cooperate with Canadain the 
investigation. 

The Indian foreign minister, Sub- 
rahmanyam Jaishankar, last week 
accused Canada of allowing a “cli- 
mate of violence” against Indian 
diplomats in Ottawa, alleging: “Our 
diplomats are threatened and our 
consulates have been attacked.” 

He described the situation with 
Canada as a deadlock. 

Canada's publicaccusation against 
India, a nation that western allies 
have recently courted as a coun- 
ter to Chinese influence and power, 
havealso shifted perceptions ofhow 
Canada operates internationally, said 
Braun. “Historically, [Canada] has 
not bullied other countries, we have 
not pushed our way around on the 
global stage,” he said. 

“Now, that image is being chal- 
lenged and possibly badly damaged. 
It’s unfortunate how avoidable this 
all was. 

“Canada did not want to have a 
major confrontation with India, but 
it’s a basic violation of international 
relations -ifyoudon’t want something 
to escalate, don’t start the process in 
public. And if you do, you have to be 
prepared to finish that fight." 


At least 21 
people killed 
as tourist 
coach crashes 
off overpass 
near Venice 


Rome 


At least 21 people died and 18 were 
injured last night after atourist coach 
crashed off an overpass near Venice 
in northern Italy. 

The coach was carrying a group 
back to a campsite in Marghera after 
spending the day in Venice, accord- 
ing to Italian media. 

Officials said the vehicle fell 30 
metres (100ft) on to electricity lines 
and caught fire at 7.45pm local time. 

Those onboard included French, 
German and Ukrainian citizens, 
according to Venice prefect Michele 
di Bari. Two of the dead were chil- 
dren. The Italian driver, aged 40, was 
also killed, Di Bari said. “The bus is 
totally crushed. The firefighters had 
difficulty getting a lot of the bodies 
out,” Di Bari told Sky Italia television. 

Four of the injured were in serious 
condition, said Renato Boraso, a Ven- 
ice city official. 

The coach veered off the road in 
Mestre and landed close to railway 
lines where it caught fire, TGCom24 
reported. 

Italy’s interior minister, Matteo 
Piantedosi, told the TG1 channel that 
the bus “flew 30 metres ... it seems 
that the aggravating factor of the sce- 
nario was determined by the fact that 
it [the bus] was powered by methane, 


therefore the fire developed quickly”. 
On X, formerly known as Twitter, 
Venice’s mayor, Luigi Brugnaro, 
said: “It’s an apocalyptic scene. Iam 
speechless.” 

Sky Italia said last night that 18 
bodies had so far been dragged from 
the wreckage. 

“There are many deaths, too 
many,” the fire service told TGCom24. 

Italy’s prime minister, Giorgia 
Meloni, expressed her “deepest con- 
dolences”, adding: “Our thoughts go 
out to the victims and their family 
and friends.” 


The coach had reportedly been 
hired by a campsite for its guests. 

“Theard heavy braking, I thought it 
was atrain,” one witness, called Leon- 
ardo, told LaPresse news agency. 
“Then I heard a thud. I was alarmed 
and outside I saw smoke and heard 
people screaming for help.” 

He then rushed to the scene. 
“As I reached the bus, the screams 
turned into ablood-curdling silence,” 
he said. “I wanted to help but was 
stopped by a friend and a police- 
woman, because the bus was still on 
fire and at risk of explosion.” 


Firefighters survey the overturned 
bus at the site of the crash in Mestre, 
near Venice, yesterday evening 
PHOTOGRAPH: MARCO SABADIN/AFP/GETTY IMAGES 


Matteo Piantedosi 
Interior minister 


European leaders sent their con- 
dolences. “Our thoughts this evening 
are with the Italian people, the fam- 
ilies and loved ones of the victims of 
this terrible tragedy,” said the French 
president, Emmanuel Macron. 

Ursula von der Leyen, the presi- 
dent of the European Commission, 
expressed her condolences to the 
families ofthe victims ina “moment 
of great pain”. 

Charles Michel, the European 
Council president, said: “Iam deeply 
saddened by theterrible bus accident 
in Mestre this evening." 
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Sex, race and wealth disparities 
revealed in heart valve surgery 


Healihe nr 


Patients who are female, black, 
Asian or less well-off are signifi- 
cantly less likely to be offered heart 
valvesurgery onthe NHS in England, 
according to areport that experts say 
is *deeply concerning". 

People develop aortic stenosis 
when their aortic valve narrows as a 
result of calcium buildup, impeding 
normal blood flow. This causes short- 
ness of breath, lightheadedness and 
chest pain. 

Aortic valve replacement (AVR) 
surgery not only relieves these symp- 
toms but increases life expectancy 
andimproves quality oflife. As many 
as one in four of those with severe or 
very severe aortic stenosis will die 
within five years without AVR. 

However, a large analysis exam- 
ining AVR on the health service in 


England - the first ofits kind - reveals 
striking inequalities in its provision. 
Women, black and Asian people, 
and those living in the poorest areas 
are far less likely to receive the proce- 
dure, says the study published in the 
open access journal Open Heart. “In 
this large, national dataset, female 
gender, black or south Asian eth- 
nicities and high deprivation were 
associated with significantly reduced 
odds of receiving AVR,” it says. 

Dr Clare Appleby, a consultant car- 
diologist at the Liverpool Heart and 
Chest hospital and an author of the 
study, called for public health initia- 
tives to tackle these inequalities. 

“Severe symptomatic aortic ste- 
nosis is a serious disease that causes 
mortality and reduces quality of 
life? she said. “Left untreated, it has 
a worse prognosis than many com- 
mon metastaticcancers, with average 
survival being 50% at two years and 
around 20% at five years.” 


Researchers analysed data from 
hospitalepisode statistics from April 
2016tothe end of March 2019. During 
this time, 183,591 adults with aortic 
stenosis were identified, 31,436 of 
whom underwent AVR. 

Women were 30% less likely to 
have AVR than men, while blackand 
south Asian people were, respectively, 
26% and 22% less likely than white 
people. People in the most deprived 
areas were 24% less likely to have AVR 
than those in the least deprived. 

Timely AVR occurred inabout 65% 
of white patients compared with 5596 
ofblack and south Asian patients. And 
68% of those from the least deprived 
areas had atimely AVR compared with 
5896 of the most deprived. Delayed 
AVR occurred in a higher proportion 
of black (3296) or south Asian (3696) 
peoplethan white people (2896), and 
in a third of those living in areas of 
greatest deprivation compared with 
26% in least deprived areas. 


*Further research is needed to 
investigate the reasons for under- 
provision of AVR in certain groups 
and to identify whether disparity 
is related to structural or systemic 
inequities, genetic inequalities or 
differences in patient behaviours or 
preferences," the researchers said. 

Appleby added: “Similar evidence 
is emerging from the US and Europe 
but to our knowledge this is the first 
time it has been demonstrated in 
the UK.” The causes, she said, were 
“likely to be multifactorial”. 

Dr Habib Naqvi, the chief exec- 
utive of the NHS Race and Health 
Observatory, said: “As the work of the 
observatory has consistently shown, 
this isnotaunique example of racial 
disparity in healthcare access. 

“Urgent action is needed to remove 
the inherent biases that exist in pol- 
icies, processes and practices ... to 
ensurearecipientoflife-savinginter- 
ventions is not dependent on skin 
colour or where you live.” 

An NHS spokesperson said: “While 
aortic valve replacement is a major 
operation which won’t be suitable 
for everyone, it is clear that more 
needs to be done to fully understand 
the potential barriers to receiving 
this procedure and ensure equitable 
access for all.” 


PHOTOGRAPH: 
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Attenborough's brush with immortality An artist at Madame Tissue puts the RENE 
touchesona wax figure of Sir David Attenborough ahead ofits unveilingin London today. 
The biologist, broadcaster, conservationist, natural historian, author and British national 
treasure will become the latest famous face to be immortalised in the 260-year-old attraction. 


Teenage Scot 
achieves 
vanishingly 
rare rugby 
‘Own goal 


Own goals are an occupational haz- 
ard for defendersin football. In rugby, 
they're extremely rare. But an over- 
enthusiastic teenage scrum-half 
managed to score one and deny his 
own team victory in the process. 

The player for Hawick Youth 
under-18s, based in the Scottish bor- 
ders, took a swipe at a conversion 
kick that was missing its target in 
thedyingmoments ofa game against 
their rivals, Gala Wanderers. 

The intervention diverted the 
ball over the posts and the referee 
awarded the two conversion points 
to Gala, meaning they drew a game 
33-33 that they were about to lose. 

“The game went to and fro,” said 
Hawick Youth assistant coach Elliot 
Jack, 56. “The conversion was the 
last kick of the game. The boy went 
out thinking he wasjust going to kick 
the ball - unfortunately, it flew off his 
boot and in between the posts. These 
things happen - it was an accident. 

“The referee called the two cap- 
tains andthe coaches over to explain. 
There was dead silence in the pitch, 
because nobody knew what was hap- 
pening - then there was a big roar 
when he gave the conversion.” 

Both Hawick and Gala saw the 
funny side. “The camaraderie started 
after,” said Jack. “It became a good 
laugh. The boys went out with some 
of the Gala players afterwards and 
they dressed our player up in a Gala 
kit. It’s not about winning, it’s about 
the boys having fun and enjoying 
their time in rugby.” The referee, 
Malcolm Changleng, who has been 
officiating for 30 years, said he had 
never seen anything like it. 

He told BBC Radio’s Good Morning 
Scotland: “You can’t get an own try 
because if you take the ball over the 
line and dot it down, then the oppo- 
sition get an attacking scrum. 

“But if it goes over your own post 
and you've kicked it over, I suppose 
that's technically an own goal.” 

He added: *Their wee scrum-half 
willlearn." 


à A Hawick player swung his foot at 
the ball and it went over his own bar 
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res political 


system broken in battle 
to wrest back control 


@Continued from page 1 


scrapping of the Tories’ flagship lev- 
elling-up infrastructure project has 
divided the party, with the mayor of 
the West Midlands, Andy Street, the 
most powerful Conservative outside 
of Westminster, angrily demand- 
ing arethink and not ruling out his 
resignation. 

Street said that axing the Manches- 
ter leg while holding a conference in 
Manchester would be “an incredible 
political gaffe” which Labour would 
use to claim the prime minister had 
decided to “shaft the north”. 

Senior rail industry sources told 
the Guardian that Sunak plans to ter- 
minate the line as originally proposed 
at Euston, in central London, rather 
than the north-western suburb of Old 
Oak Common. 

In asign of some disquiet within 


the Tories over her openly hard- 
rightand populist tone, Braverman’s 
speech to conference, the main event 
of the day, was disrupted as Andrew 
Boff, a Conservative member of the 
London Assembly, was hauled out by 
security guards. 

Boff, sitting in the audience, had 
quietly accused the home secretary 
of “talking rubbish” about gender 
ideology and described her remarks 
as a “homophobic rant”. 

In aclaim that will anger lawyers, 
judges and some within her own 
party, the home secretary told del- 
egates that the Human Rights Act 
should be renamed the “criminal 
rights act”. 

She argued that “Britain would go 
properly woke” under a Labour gov- 
ernment, with people “chased out 
of their jobs for saying that a man 
can’t bea woman” and “scolded for 


rejecting that they are beneficiaries 
of institutional racism”. 

In aseparate development, Sunak 
hinted that Nigel Farage could poten- 
tially be welcomed back into the 
“broad church” of the Conservative 
party - only for the former Ukip leader 
to say he was not interested. 

In his speech to conference, Sunak 
will not claim any responsibility for 
the past 13 years, saying the political 
system has not functioned since the 
1990s. “Politicians spent more time 
campaigning for change than actu- 
ally delivering it,” he will say. 

Sunakalso turns his fire on Labour 
as the party gears itself up to fight a 
general election. “The Labour party 
have set out their stall: to do and say 
as little as possible and hope no one 
notices,” he will say. “They want to 
take people’s votes for granted and 
keep doing politics the same old way. 


[ng a] 
‘No, no and no’ 
Farage rejects Tory return 


Rishi Sunak hinted that Nigel 
Farage could be welcomed back 
into the “broad church” of the 
Conservative party - only for the 
former Ukip leader to say he was 
not interested. 

Farage, who has been 
conspicuous at the conference, 
where he is broadcasting for GB 
News, left the Tories in 1992 over 
the signing of the Maastricht treaty. 
However, now Brexit has happened 
he has been linked with a return. 

Asked by GB News if this could 
happen, Sunak refused to rule it 
out, saying: “Look, the Tory party 
is a broad church. I welcome lots 
of people who want to subscribe to 
our ideals, to our values.” 

Speaking to GB News, Farage 
rejected the idea - while Greg 
Hands, the Tory party chair, said he 
would be unlikely to get admitted 
anyway. Asked if he might join 
the Conservatives, Farage said: 
“Would I want to join a party that’s 
put the tax rate up to the highest 
in over 70 years, that has allowed 
net migration to run at over half 
a million a year, that has not used 
Brexit to deregulate to help small 
businesses? No, no and no.” 

Peter Walker and Helena Horton 


V Rishi Sunak at a meeting with staff 
yesterday, before today's speech in 
which he will talk about ‘broken’ 
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Itis a bet on people's apathy. It does 
not speak to any higher purpose, or 
brighter future.” 

Pat McFadden, Labour's national 
campaign coordinator, said: “We’ve 
had 13 years of Tory failure. Rishi 
Sunak isn't a cure for that failure - 
he'sa product ofit. And every daythe 
Tories stay in power it all just carries 
on. The prime minister is too weak 
totakeonallthe competing factions 
and contenders already jockeying to 
replace him. The sooner the election 
comes, the better.” 

The former business minister, 
Anna Soubry, who quit the Tory 
party in 2019, said: “Sunak’s analy- 
sis is extraordinary given we’ve had 
conservative-led governments for 
the majority of the last 30 years. 

“Far from fixing our broken pol- 
itics, Sunak and co have worsened 
the fractures. Speech after speech at 
his party’s conference has lacked any 
sort of vision or effort to bring people 
together to tackle the huge issues our 
country faces. Instead, ministers like 
Braverman, in speeches signed offby 
the PM, have spewed out rhetoric, 
mad conspiracy theories and down- 
right lies. 

“People are indeed fed up - of this 
incompetent, clapped out and mor- 
ally bankrupt government, more 
interested in pandering tothe likes of 
Nigel Farage than meeting the needs 
of ordinary folk facing another diffi- 
cult winter.” 


Wednesday 4 October 2023 The Guardian 


Braverman ‘Hurricane’ of 
mass migration coming to 
UK, says home secretary 


Rajeev Syal 
Home affairs editor 


Suella Braverman has warned of 
a “hurricane” of mass migration 
and attacked the “luxury beliefs” 
of liberal-leaning people in a popu- 
list speech aimed at cementing her 
position as a standard bearer of the 
Conservative right. 

In a claim that will anger lawyers, 
judges and some within her own 
party, the home secretary told del- 
egates at the Tory party conference 
that the Human Rights Act should be 
renamed the “criminal rights act”. 

She argued that “Britain would go 
properly woke” under a Labour gov- 
ernment, with people “chased out 
of their jobs for saying that a man 
can't be a woman" and “scolded for 
rejecting that they are beneficiaries 
of institutional racism". 

Evidence of anger at her speech 
emerged when a Conservative Lon- 
don assembly member was ejected 
from the conference hall after heck- 
ling her for making his party look 
“transphobic”. 

The 28-minute speech, which 
sought to rally the party around 
defending the rights of ordinary Brit- 
ish people against an out-of-touch 
elite, came after three days of jostling 
between rival party factions over who 
might succeed Rishi Sunak if he lost 
the next election. 

Braverman began her address with 
a warning that the world was facing 
unprecedented mass migration. 

“The wind of change that carried 
my own parents across the globe in 
the 20th century was a mere gust 
compared to the hurricane that is 
coming,” she said. “Because today, 
the option of moving from a poorer 
country to a richer one is not just 
a dream for billions of people. It’s 
an entirely realistic prospect.” She 
told delegates the party stood with 
the “hard-working, commonsense 
majority against the few ... the priv- 
ileged woke minority". 

*People with luxury beliefs will 
flock to Labour at the next election 
because that’s the way to get the kind 
of society they want,” she claimed. 

“They like open borders. The 
migrants coming in won’t be tak- 
ing their jobs. In fact, they are more 
likely to have them mowing their 
lawns. They love soft sentences. 
The criminals who benefit from such 
ostentatious compassion won’t be 
terrorising their streets. They are des- 
perate to reverse Brexit. 

“For these people, I have a simple 
message: ‘You are entitled to your 
luxury beliefs, but the British peo- 
ple will nolonger pay for them;" she 
said to applause from hundreds of 
delegates in the room. 

*Our politically-correct critics 
have money, they have status, they 
have loud voices,” Braverman added. 

“The luxury beliefs brigade sit in 
their ivory towers, telling ordinary 
people that they are morally deficient 
because they dare to get upset about 
the impact of illegal migration, net 


\ 
A Suella Braverman appeared to 
stand on a dog's tail in her heels 
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‘Need to be challenged’ 
Tory heckler kicked out 


A prominent Conservative 

was ejected from the party's 
conference after heckling Suella 
Braverman during her speech. 

Andrew Boff, a London 
assembly member and former 
leader ofthe Tories in City Hall, 
was frogmarched out by security 
when he accused Braverman of 
homophobia and transphobia. 

Boff, who is gay, said from his 
seat “there’s no such thing" after 
Braverman had criticised “gender 
ideology”. 

Nearby attendees said that he 
was speaking relatively quietly 
and did not cause any major 
disruption. 

“It is making our Conservative 
party look transphobic and 
homophobic,” Boff told reporters 
as he was dragged out. He later 
told PA Media Braverman “was 
basically vilifying gay people 
and trans people by this attack 
on LGBT ideology, or gender 
ideology”. He added: “Words like 
that in the forum of the party that 
Ilove need to be challenged.” 

Elliot Colburn, a Tory MP 
who chairs the all-party group 
on LGBT- global rights, said: 
"There's a sense of frustration 
that Suella was thelatest in a 
number of cabinet ministers 
who mentioned trans people in 
their speech. The government 
keeps repeating that they want 
to treat trans people with dignity 
and compassion; we need some 
demonstration of that now." 
Aubrey Allegretti 


zero or habitual criminals.” Braver- 
man also said voters would decide 
*ifthey wantto curb woke with Rishi 
Sunak or let it run riot with Keir ‘take- 
the-knee’ Starmer”. 

In an attack on the Human Rights 
Act, which was introduced by 
Tony Blair’s government, she said 
it had given criminals and “illegal 
migrants” the upper hand. “Our 
country has become enmeshed ina 
dense net of international rules that 
were designed for another era. And 
it is Labour that turbocharged their 
impact by passing the misnamed 
Human Rights Act. 

*[ am surprised they didn’t call it 
the criminal rights act.” 

She claimed that any attempt to 
change the laws had led to false alle- 
gations from Labour that she and the 
Conservatives were racist. 

Braverman promised to bring 
forward laws briefed on Monday to 
prevent registered sex offenders from 
changing their identities. 

“I don’t care if anyone thinks 
this is interfering with their human 
rights. It's time to worry less about 
the rights of sexual predators and 
moreaboutthe rights of victims,” she 
said to cheers. The home secretary 
defendedthe Tory mayoral candidate 
Susan Hall, who was criticised this 
week by Jewish community groups 
for claiming Jews were frightened by 
the prospect of the London mayor, 
Sadiq Khan, being returned to office. 

“If there’s any justice, Susan Hall 
is going to wipe the floor with [Khan] 
next May. They’ve already started the 
character assassination against Sue. 
Thedistortions. Theinsults. The lies. 
That’s what the Labour party does: it 
prefers smears to debate,” she said. 

While Braverman addressed the 
conference, the London assembly 
member Andrew Boff was escorted 
from the premises after heckling. 

A member of the capital’s assem- 
bly since 2008, he was approached by 
officials and police when he heckled 
Braverman after she said ministers 
must challenge the “poison” of talk of 
subjects such as white privilege and 
gender ideology. He said: “There’s 
no such thing as gender ideology.” 

Afterwards, Braverman said Boff’s 
actions had been “silly” but he should 
not be barred from the conference. 

Robert Buckland, a Tory MP and 
former justice secretary, said Boff 
was “a Conservative of many years’ 
standing whois muchrespected” and 
heckling was “part of the democratic 
debate” at party conference. 

He added the treatment of Boff 
when he was frogmarched out was 
“heavy handed, to say the least”. 


Sketch 
John Crace 


Suella says she's hated 


for telling the truth. 


The fact is, it's because 


On and on she went... 
she was sick to death 
of being nice to people. 
Why not just presume 
everyone isa wrongun 
and bang them up? 


S 


<4 Andrew Boff, 
a Tory member 
of the London 
assembly, is 
escorted from 
the conference 
after heckling 
Braverman 
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there is so much to hate 


irst prize in yesterday’s £5 draw at the 

Conservative party conference? A ticket for 

next year’s party conference. Second prize? 

Two tickets. I’m here all week. Someone 

has to be. For three days the Tories have 

been on life support in Manchester. Rishi 
Sunak’s control and command visibly ebbing away. 
The man who brands himself as the leader who takes 
difficult decisions unable to take any decisions at all. 
You can feel the energy being sucked out of every 
conference venue. 

It wasn’t until halfway through the afternoon that 
the punters finally got what they had paid for. A speech 
so full-on batshit, so divisive, so unpleasant that they 
could really get behind it. This was their moment. The 
leadership speech they had really come to hear. Their 
eyes shone with the fervour of the chosen ones who 
had been granted a glimpse of the future. 

On walked a smiling Suella Braverman. She gota 


standing ovation without saying a 
word. Suella giggled. As if even she 
hadn’t quite been expecting this 
level of adoration. 

“who can be trusted to deliver 
the change we need?” the home 
secretary asked. She is another 
minister who doesn’t appear to 
think that the Conservatives have 
been in government for the past 
13 years. 

Then she got down to business. 
Foreigners. There were just 
too many of them. You literally 


couldn’t walk down a normal high street without 
meeting someone foreign. Though thankfully not 
inside the conference centre. There, 99% of people 
were white. The right sort of Brits. The thing was that 
we had just been far too nice to immigrants. Now there 
were literally millions and millions of them who were 
desperate to come here and spoil our way of life. Soon 
they would be appearing on Gardeners’ World. 

This had to stop. Enough was enough. For too long 
Tories had been far too “squeamish” about people’s 
human rights. Too frightened of being called racist 
to be properly racist. And here was the killer line. 

The immigrants would secretly be thrilled to be 
discriminated against. It’s what they wanted. 

On and on she went. Forget Labour’s Human Rights 
Act. In reality it was the Criminal Rights Act. The 
ECHR was just for the feeble-minded. Braverman was 
sick to death of being nice to people. Why not just 
presume everyone is a wrong’un and then bang them 
up? Saves time. The presumption of innocence had 
got us nowhere. As had generosity. And under Labour 
we would literally be snowed under with foreigners. 
“Iam a hate figure because I tell the truth,” she lied. 
Not even the most deranged Tory thinks Labour has an 
open borders policy. The reason she’s a hate figure is 
because there’s plenty to hate. 

The longer she went on, the more unhinged she 
became. She had had enough of luxury beliefs. The 
sort of beliefs held by people with second homes 
in Tuscany and the Dordogne. And presumably 
California. That’s Rishi done for. There was a time 
when the Tories were a party of aspiration. Who 
wanted second homes. Or, like half the audience, had 
them. Luxury beliefs were things like net zero. The 
climate crisis was just a woke conspiracy theory. And 
while she was about it, she didn’t much like gay or 
trans people either. Or guide dogs. Bloody do-gooders. 
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HS2 contractors 
launch lastminute 
push to save rail 
line to Manchester 


Economics correspondent 


Britain’s biggest HS2 contractors have 
launched an 11th-hour push to con- 
vince Rishi Sunak not to cancel the 
phase to Manchester, pledging to find 
cost savings and private investment 
to make the scheme viable. 

On a day of renewed chaos for 
the government over the rail line's 
future, Andy Street, the Conserva- 
tive mayor ofthe West Midlands, told 
the prime minister he was working 
hard to secure support from the firms 
involved to slash costs. 

The businesses include the engi- 
neering giants Arup, Siemens and 
Mace - who collectively employ 
more than 10,000 workers on HS2 - 
and were last night scrambling to take 
alternative plans to Sunak. 

The prime minister held an emer- 
gency cabinet meeting at the Tory 
party conference in Manchester yes- 
terday and is widely expected to use 
his keynote speech today to confirm 
plans to drastically scale back the 
multibillion-pound project. 

Sunak has been embroiled in a 
bitter row with regional politicians, 
the transport industry and mem- 
bers of his own party, amid growing 
speculation that the line between Bir- 
mingham and Manchester and the 
final section of the route through cen- 
tral London to Eustonare bothatrisk. 

One plan being considered would 
see HS2 trains running on existing 
tracks between Birmingham and 
Manchester, Sky News reported last 
night. This would allow passengers to 
travel from London on one train, but 
only at high speeds for the first leg. 

Sunak refused to confirm whether 
the line would go ahead as planned 
after reports suggesting he was poised 
to announce the cancellation of the 
northern leg, telling the BBC yester- 
day morning that he would not be 
“forced into a premature decision”. 

Arup is understood to be lead- 
ing the group of companies backing 
Street’s proposal to find a way tores- 
cue the second phase of HS2. 

Others include the Manchester- 
based property company Bruntwood, 
the accountancy firm EY, and the 


|» Y 
Workers at Euston, which may 
end up not being an HS2 terminus 


engineering consultancy Arcadis. 
The firms are offering to review the 
project with the aim of identify- 
ing cost-saving measures and ways 
to increase private investment in 
the scheme, in a plan that could be 
taken forward ahead of next month's 
autumn statement from the chancel- 
lor, Jeremy Hunt. 

Chris Oglesby,the chief executive 
of Bruntwood - which is investing 
hundreds of millionsin Birmingham 
and Manchester and other regional 
cities ofthe UK - said scrapping HS2 
north of Birmingham would bea *cat- 
astrophic decision" and could lead to 
ahuge hike in fares. 

Onesenior business figure said the 
mood among company bosses was 
far from optimistic after Sunak had 
made astringof other policy changes 
inrecent weeks that have been poorly 
received by industry leaders, includ- 
ingwatering downthe government's 
net zero commitments. 

“It is certainly no way to deliver 
sucha complex major infrastructure 
project. Given the confusion, asmall 
amount of time out to get into these 
discussions more seriously would be 
most helpful,” the source said. 

Sunak has appeared to lay the 
ground for cancelling a large part of 
the project on the basis of cost, telling 
Times Radio: “The sums involved are 
enormous and it’s right that the prime 
minister takes proper care over it.” 

However, the businesses involved 
in the scheme believe there could be 
several opportunities to find savings 
if given the time, including: 

@ Adapting the current route. 

@ Reducing the speeds for sections 
of the line. 

@ Making changes to the way that 
HS2 connects with existing routes 
and stations. 

The review would seek to preserve 
the core of the line from London Eus- 
ton to Manchester Piccadilly, while 
existing work already in progress at 
Old Oak Commonin west Londonand 
Birmingham Curzon Street would 
also be continued. 

Asource close to the conversations 
between business leaders said there 
was a “real effort” to help the prime 
minister get the support he needed 
from the private sector to keep the 
project on track and delivered ina 
cost-effective way. “The private sec- 
tor are willing to step up tothe plate. 
There are other ways to keep this vital 
project alive,” they said. 

Some of the most vocal criticism 
has come from Street, one of the 
Tories’ most senior figures outside 
of Westminster. He said yesterday 
that he had spoken to Sunak, telling 
the BBC that anumber of private sec- 
tor companies were willing to come 
together to complete HS2. 


SLACKWELUS 
TOOKSHOPS 


Why maths 


behind project are giving 


Sunak a giant headache 


Transport correspondent 


The prime minister has said he 
wants to tackle HS2's *out of 
control" costs - butthe billions 
of pounds that have already been 
spent could be wasted ifthe line 
is not completed. So what are the 
big numbers that might sway his 
decision one way or the other? 


£100bn 

The figure - widely estimated as the 
total cost for delivering the network 
- has never been confirmed, nor 
even officially been in the HS2 
budget. The Oakervee review of 
the project commissioned by Boris 
Johnson came at a moment when 
costs were speculated to have hit 
£106bn, according to a top-end 
estimate leaked from the draft 
report. Thatled to the pruning of 


the eastern leg, confirmed in the 
Integrated Rail Plan, whose budget 
- including northern rail schemes - 
was kept under the line at £96bn. 
Now, the official HS2 budget 
of £71bn at 2019 figures is due for 
restatement. According to some 
long-term critics, notably Lord 
Berkeley and the surveyor Michael 
Byng, the cost is at least double 
that. Rising construction costs, 
plus the yet-to-be-factored-in bill 
forthe eastern stump to the East 
Midlands, would almost certainly 
breakthe £100bn barrier at 2023 
prices - unless more is axed. 


£24.7bn 

The amount already spent in total 
on HS2, at 2019 prices, including 
about £2.3bn in preparatory works 
and land and property acquisitions 
forthe second phases. That 
money is divided fairly equally 
between phase 2a to Crewe, 


2b to Manchester, and the not- 
quite-dead eastern leg, with the 
government still spending money 
drawing up new alternatives 
forthe ill-served corridor from 
Birmingham towards Leeds. 


26% 

Startling even in the context 

of rampant overall inflation, 

the annual rate of construction 
material price rises peaked at 26% 
in June last year, while HS2 was 
eating up steel and reinforced 
concrete for the civil engineering 
works between London and 
Birmingham. Labour costs have 
also risen fast. Those new price 
realities, of course, do not just 
affect HS2, but whatever alternative 
schemes the state decides on. 


£3.4bn 

The total amount spent buying 

up land and properties for the 
original route of HS2 -including 
£584m on the planned legs north 
of Birmingham, with more than 
400 houses purchased on the route 
from Crewe to Manchester alone. 


£4.8bn 

The revised price of rebuilding 
Euston station, up from an 
initial overoptimistic £2.6bn, 
is illustrative in several ways: 


Wednesday 4 October 2023 The Guardian 


Clockwise from top left: Priti 
Patel and Nigel Farage sing and 
dance at the conference karaoke; 

Michael Gove jogs; a delegate 


B^ 


the escalating budget and the 
temptation to save some ofthat 
money by lopping offthe end ofthe 
route in London. It also highlights 
how ongoing government 
indecision has driven up the price. 
Not only have delays led to far 
higher construction costs because 
of inflation, HS2 also has had to 
write off £100m worth of initial 
designs as specifications changed. 


£11.5bn 
The budget for other rail schemes 
has also ballooned, not least in 
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the north - supposedly where 
funds could be diverted. The 
TransPennine route upgrade 

to improve journeys between 
Manchester and Leeds is now four 
times its original £2.9bn budget, 
according to the NAO. 


28,500 

The number of people in the 
construction industry now 
working on HS2, according to 
the Department for Transport, 
including more than 1,000 
who have come through on 
apprenticeships, and more than 
3,000 previously unemployed. 


43 

The number of HS2 Ltd employees 
earning more than £150,000 a 
year, fuelling criticism that the 
management costs of the project 
are excessive. Mark Thurston, the 
chief executive who left HS2 last 
Friday, was paid £676,000 last year 
and was by some distance the UK's 
highest-paid public official. 


14 years 

The period for which there would 
need to be weekend closures on 
other mainline railways to upgrade 
existing lines if HS2 were scrapped, 
according to Network Rail 
testimony to ministers in 2020. 


Strange angles 


on fiction and 


fact as Tories 


twist the truth 


Deputy political editor 


is government, 
Rishi Sunak said, 
had scrapped plans 
to ban Christmas, 
Strictly Come 
Dancing, and 
puppies. This was a very obviously 
self-knowing joke. But at times at 
the Conservative conference it can 
feel as ifthe joke is on voters. 
Inthe traditionally lighthearted 
speech at a dinner for Westminster 
journalists last week, Sunak had 
been mocking himself for claiming, 
amid a watering down of green 
policies, to have averted policies 
that were never formally proposed, 
including mandatory car-pooling 
and seven different recycling bins. 
Among the supposed policies 
seen off by the government were a 
tax on meat, blanket 20mph zones, 
councils deciding when you can go 
shopping, and a surprise return for 
the myth about EU regulations on 
bendy bananas. 
While some ofthe discussions 
can seem ludicrous, the sense 
that the Downing Street operation 
has decided to deliberately sow 
untruths to seek an electoral 
advantage has prompted alarm. 


There has been particular concern 
when untruths stated by ministers 
at conference have leaned into 
conspiracy theories. 

Perhaps the most glaring 
alternative fact was the pledge 
by Mark Harper, the transport 
secretary, in his conference speech 
to crack down on “15-minute city” 
schemes that meant *councils can 
decide how often you go to the 
shops, and that they can ration who 
usesthe roads and when". 

The 15-minute city is an urban 
planning idea based on localism but 
has become the focus for a swathe 
ofonline conspiracy theories about 
asupposed attempt to lock people 
into their neighbourhoods. 

Andrew Bowie, a junior minister, 
subsequently questioned by the 
BBC about Harper's interpretation 
ofthis, was unable to name an 
example ofa UK council seeking 
to restrict people's access to 
shops, adding that such ideas were 
*coming up in discussions online". 

There was also unease at the 
conference. Nicola Richards, a Tory 
backbencher who took part in a 
fringe event about the spread of 
conspiracy theories, condemned 
Harper's misuse ofthe 15-minute 
city term. 

“As politicians we have a 
responsibility to make sure that 


Thérèse Coffey 
told the 
conference 
that ‘green 
zealots’ wanted 
everyone to only 
eat fake meat 
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weare talking about facts and 
being accurate about what we’re 
saying,” she said. “If youtold mea 
few years ago that people would be 
getting vexed about local planning 
frameworks, and that it fedintoa 
whole web of conspiracy theories, I 
just wouldn’t believe you.” 

Shortly after Bowie floundered in 
his interview, the energy secretary, 
Claire Coutinho, faced a similarly 
excruciating interview, this time on 
Sky News, about the suggestion in 
her conference speech that Labour 
wanted to tax meat. Challenged 
multiple times, Coutinho began by 
arguing it was “part of the debate”, 
eventually resorting to: “Keir 
Starmer doesn’t ever tell people 
exactly what he thinks.” 

Thérèse Coffey, the environment 
secretary, also mentioned meat in 
her speech, claiming that unnamed 
“green zealots” wanted everyone to 
only eat fake meat. 

Ina resurrection of one of UK 
politics’ most venerable myths, 
Coffey also said she would rescind 
“absurd” EU regulations on bendy 
bananas, saying it was not the 
government’s job to decide “the 
shape of bananas you want to eat”. 

Arelic of the pre-Brexit 
Eurosceptic era, this had been just a 
fruit-grading guideline without any 
limits on what could be sold. 


Trans 
women 'to be 
banned from 
female wards' 


Senior political correspondent 


Transgender hospital patients in 
England will be banned from being 
treated in female- and male-only 
wards under plans announced by 
the health secretary, Steve Barclay. 
In aspeechto activists at the Tory 
party's conference in Manchester, 
Barclay also promised that a patient's 
request to have intimate care pro- 
vided by someone of the same 
biological sex would be respected. 
He vowed to update the NHS 
constitution to give effect to the pro- 
posals after consultation, saying the 
changes would protect the privacy, 
dignity and safety of all patients. 
The comments sparked a backlash 
from moderate Tory MPs who fear 
LGBTQ+ people are being targeted as 
part of a wider culture war designed 
to appeal to the right of the party. 
Jamie Wallis, a Conservative who 


became the first openly trans MP last 
year, said Barclay was grappling with 
anon-issue. Wallis cited freedom of 
information requests submitted to 
hospital trusts across the UK last 
year asking whether there were any 
complaints from biologically female 
inpatients about trans patients’ pres- 
ence. None were recorded, according 
to the website Translucent. 

Wallis said he was happy to work 
with Barclay to improve access to 
healthcare, adding: “Ihopetosee him 
solve problems which actually exist.” 

Elliot Colburn, another Tory MP 
and chair of the cross-party group 
on global LGBT+ rights, said the dis- 
tinction between sex and gender in 
patients wasimportant. He said trans 
people could still contract illnesses 
that corresponded with their birth 
sex, suchas ovarian and prostate can- 
cer, and he challenged Barclay to clear 


Steve Barclay's speech sparked a 
backlash from moderate Tory MPs 


up questions including whether the 
policy would apply to those who had 
legally changed their gender. *Given 
that the future of hospitals is in indi- 
vidual rooms anyway, what tangible 
change is actually needed?” 

Othersenior Tories were more crit- 
ical of Barclay's speech. One said: 
“Pm fed up of feeling intimidated by 
bigots and want people to know we're 
stilla home for LGBT+ people. Many 
of us will not back down.” 

Barclay sought to appeal to Tory 
members, telling conference dele- 
gates in Manchester “we know what 
a woman is”. 

Aswellasan announcement about 
more medical school places and an 
attack on “militant” striking junior 
doctors, Barclay devoted a significant 
chunk of his speech to social issues. 

He criticised NHS trusts hiring for 
“bloated” diversity and inclusion 
teams and claimed patients’ voices 
were being ignored when it came to 
biological sex issues in healthcare. “If 
we donot get this right now the long- 
term consequences could be very 
serious for the protection of women 
and future generations.” 

Julian Hartley, CEO of NHS Pro- 
viders, said: “Any proposed changes 
to the NHS constitution should have 
improving inclusivity at the heart of 
what they do and be subject to wide 
conversations and consultation.” 
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Amazon and TikTok lobbyists 
pay £3,000 to sit with ministers 


Rowena Mason 
Whitehall editor 


Lobbyists from Amazon, TikTok, 
gambling and crypto companies paid 
£3,000-a-head to sit with ministers 
as part of the Conservative party’s 
business day, where Rishi Sunak set 
outhis pitch to stop big corporations 
being wooed by Labour. 

Senior ministers including Michael 
Gove, John Whittingdale, Robert 
Jenrick and James Cartlidge hosted 
tables of guests who had paid for 
access to the “policy” discussions. 

The lobbyists also had lunch and 
dinner with ministers, and appear- 
ances were made by Sunak and 
Jeremy Hunt, the chancellor, at the 
event in Manchester on Monday. 

Because the meetings took place 
at the Tory party conference, there 
were no civil servants present to take 
minutes and witness the discussions. 

Sunaktold those at the lunch event 
that Labour “tolerated” them but the 
Conservatives were the ones really on 
their side and believing in business. 


He said Labour was embarking on 
a “prawn cocktail circuit 2.0” under 
Keir Starmer and jokingly compared 
the party tothe famous dish, saying it 
had “no backbone" and came straight 
from the 1970s. He also boasted that 
attendance at the day was up 20% 
on last year - when the then PM, Liz 
Truss, was dealing with the fallout 
from the mini-budget. 
Whittingdale was seated nexttoa 
lobbyist for TikTok, along with cor- 
porate affairs representatives for 
Amazon, TalkTalk and Flutter, the 
betting and gambling company that 
owns Paddy Power and Betfair. 
Ministers are expected to report 
back to their departments if they find 
themselves discussing official busi- 
ness without an official present, so 
accounts of the meetings may end 
up being passed back to Whitehall. 
TikTok, owned by the Chinese 
company ByteDance, has been 
banned from the phones of govern- 
ment ministers and parliamentary 
devices over security concerns, 
including whether data could be 
accessible to the Chinese state. The 


company has always said it is inde- 
pendent and denied that its data is 
accessible to authorities. 

Business leaders and lobby- 
ists could pick which minister they 
would like to sit with to discuss pol- 
icy, and there were about 20 tables 
in the room for 8 to 10 people each. 
Theeventis partly a party fundraiser, 
with tickets at £3,300 per person. 

Sources said the event was spon- 
sored by the British Venture Capital 
Association and Bloomberg, and was 
dominated by delegates from the 
financial services, private equity, 
and asset management industries. 

They said ministers had been keen 
to prove the Conservatives had a 
good offer to business and focused 


‘Civil servants should 
be present to ensure 


accountability' 


Tom Brake 
Unlock Democracy 


on telling City figures not to listen to 
Labour, as well as pushing Sunak’s 
forthcoming AI summit in London. 

Business sources said it was all 
about trying to get people to invest 
in the UK as well as pushing the sec- 
tors of life sciences and AI. 

Tom Brake, the director of the 
Unlock Democracy campaign for 
greater democracy in publiclife, said 
the policy round tables were “noth- 
ing more than a tailor-made discreet 
opportunity for companies to lobby 
an influential minister and for the 
Tory party to boost its coffers”. 

He added: “Discussions of this 
nature should be conducted with 
civil servants present to ensure 
appropriate levels of transparency 
and accountability?" 

Business representatives said 
Labour is holding a similar day at its 
conference in Manchester next week 
but that it was oversubscribed. 

The conferences are big money- 
making ventures for political parties. 
Companies paying to sponsor fringe 
events often get a place on a panel 
talking alongside frontbenchers. 

Conferences also feature drinks 
parties sponsored by lobbying com- 
panies, big businesses, media groups 
and donors, where MPs enjoy free 
hospitality and rub shoulders with 
corporate and media delegates. 

The Tory party and the firms that 
attended the Conservative business 
day were approached for comment. 
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Names in the 


Truss the movie 


Screen rights are 


sold - but who 


should play her? 


acquired intimate knowledge of the 
ultra-rightwing mindset through 
her eight-year marriage - they 
divorced in 2016 - to the suspended 
GB News presenter Laurence Fox. 


Lady Gaga 

Not as mad as it sounds, especially 
if they go down the fantasy musical 
route. Get the accent right and it’s a 
serious creative option. 


running to play Andrew Pulver Lady Penelope from Thunderbirds 
Liz Truss (above Squint and you can see who Truss 
right) include, might have been modelling her 
clockwise from Liz Truss, currently wowing the look on. British politicsis crying 
right: Lady Tory conference despite being out for the Supermarionation 
Gaga, Olivia the 45-day prime minister who treatment, in the style of Team 
Colman, Meryl tanked the economy, looks set to America: World Police. Just think 
Streep, Lady beimmortalised on celluloid (or ofthe scenes featuring incoherent 
Penelope and at least in a streamed miniseries) screaming over newspaper front 
Billie Piper after reports that rights have been pages about wilting lettuces. 
PHOTOGRAPHS: sold for Out of the Blue, the 2022 

oe account of her “unexpected rise Olivia Colman 

LAS VEGAS; PHOTO 12/ and rapid fall” by the Sun’s Harry Colman doesn’t look much like 
ALAMY; CINETEXT/ Cole and the Spectator’s James Truss, but stick her in a blond wig 
Hc RETS Heale. So who should play Truss? and her chameleonic abilities will 


MerylStreep 

The clear candidate ifthe script 
makes it to Hollywood, and Streep 
has played a British PM before - 
Thatcher in The Iron Lady. 


Billie Piper 

You may not associate the pop star 

turned actor with the alt-reality of 

political life, but she may well have 


take over. Colman’s portrait ofa 
raddled Queen Anne traumatised 
by supreme power in The Favourite 
would only need a few tweaks to 
capture the end-of-days feel in No 
10. Truss's dead-eyed self-delusion 
might make her a gift to perform, 
but Colman, you suspect, would 
find a grain of empathy - necessary 
to stop the audience putting their 
collective boot through the screen. 
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Undiagnosed type 2 diabetes cases 
could be found via ‘screening in A&E’ 


Andrew Gregory 
Health editor 


Thousands of people who are una- 
ware they have type 2 diabetes 
could be diagnosed and avoid seri- 
ous complications if screening were 
introduced in emergency depart- 
ments, a study suggests. 

The prevalence of the disease has 
risen dramatically in countries of all 
income levels in the past three dec- 
ades, according to the World Health 
Organization. More than 400 million 
people have been diagnosed, butitis 
estimated that millions more do not 
know they have the condition. 

A study that took place in an NHS 
trust in England suggests 10% more 
cases could be picked up with the 


use of asimple blood test. Screening 
could also pick up 30% more cases 
of pre-diabetes - aserious condition 
where blood sugar levels are higher 
than normal. 

The findings are being presented at 
the annual meeting of the European 
Association for the Study of Diabetes 
(EASD) in Hamburg, Germany. 

“Early diagnosis is the best way to 
avoid the devastating complications 
of type 2 diabetes, and offers the best 
chance of living a long and healthy 
life,” said Prof Edward Jude, of Tame- 
side and Glossop integrated care NHS 
foundation trust. 

“Symptoms of type2 diabetes may 
be absent and can be tricky to spot 
in the early stages and the condi- 
tion can go undetected for up to 10 
years, which can lead to long-term 


complications suchas heart disease, 
nerve damage and [diseases of the 
retina].” 

The study included data for 1,388 
patients visitingthe A&E department 
in Ashton-under-Lyne. None had a 
diabetes diagnosis and they were all 
selected at random for the study. 

Allwere screened fortype2 diabe- 
tes using the glycated haemoglobin 
(HbA10) test, which gives an indica- 
tionofaveragebloodsugarlevels over 
the previous two to three months. 

Pre-diabetes - where someone 
has a raised blood sugar level and is 
likely to go on to develop diabetes - 
was defined as having HbA1c 39-47 
mmol/mol, and diabetes as 48 mmol/ 
molor higher. People were also asked 
to complete a questionnaire about 
their background, ethnicity and risk 


factors for diabetes. This informa- 
tion was then used to calculate each 
patient's risk score to identify those 
at risk of developingtype 2 diabetes, 
with scores of more than 20 indicat- 
ing a very high risk of developing 
diabetes (5096 chance over 10 years) 


30% 


Proportion of random A&E 
patients in the Ashton-under-Lyne 
study found to have pre-diabetes 


Proportion in the same study who 
were found to have type 2 diabetes, 
none of whom had been diagnosed 


and scores of 12 to 20 indicating mod- 
erate to high risk (33% chance over 
10 years). 

Of all1,388 patients screened, 848 
(61%) had normal blood glucose lev- 
els but 420 (30%) were found to have 
pre-diabetes and 120 (9%) were diag- 
nosed with type 2 diabetes. 

Based on the results, thousands 
of new cases of pre-diabetes and 
diabetes could be diagnosed in 
A&E departments every year, the 
researchers said. 

“Opportunistic HbAic-based 
screening in A&E departments, 
particularly those in high-risk and 
hard-to-reach groups, could make 
an important contribution to identi- 
fying undiagnosed individuals who 
will benefit from early treatment and 
lifestyle changes and so reduce their 
risks of long-term complications,” 
said Jude. 

Aseparate study from the Univer- 
sity of Cambridge and the University 
of Glasgow found that having atype 2 
diabetes diagnosis at the age of30 can 
cut life expectancy by upto 14 years. 

Forthose diagnosed aged 50, their 
life expectancy could fall by up to six 
years. 


Chanel shifts 
from pomp 
and fanfare to 
how the real 
world dresses 


Jess Cartner-Morley 
Paris 


The flip-flops on the catwalk were 
asymbol of how much Chanel has 
changed. Four years after Virginie 
Viard took over the house from the 
late Karl Lagerfeld, Chanel has less 
pomp and fanfare, and a more infor- 
mal dress code. 

That shift reflects both Viard's 
own tastes - where Lagerfeld was 
bedecked in pearls and ruffs, she 
takes her bow after a show in simple 
blacktrousersanda T-shirt - and the 
casualisation of how the real world 
gets dressed. 

Chanel’s collection for next sum- 
mer, shown on the last day of Paris 
fashion week, was made up for the 
most part of the sort of clothes real 
women wear on holiday. There were 
blue jeans and striped T-shirts, tow- 
ellingbeach ponchos over swimsuits, 
softjackets worn shrugged open with 
hands in pockets or loosely belted. 

There were flip-flops for daytime, 
simple flat white Mary Jane sandals 
forevening, and as many simple rec- 
tangular totes as boxy quilted chain 
handbags. The Chanel spirit has 
become resolutely relatable - even 
ifthe price tags have not. 

Thesetwas atake onthe modernist 
Villa Noailles, which perches above 
the Provençal town of Hyères like a 
cubist cruise ship. That 40-bedroom 
house, white concrete walls latticed 
with vast angular windows placed 
to frame the best views, was visited 
by both Coco Chanel and Lagerfeld. 

Like Coco Chanel, Charles and 


A From flip-flops to towelling robes, 
Chanel’s summer collection includes 
clothes real women wear on holiday 
PHOTOGRAPHS: SHUTTERSTOCK; WIREIMAGE 


Marie-Laure de Noailles were early 
adopters of sunbathing and sports 
as fashionable summer pursuits - 
house guests would arrive to discover 
bathing suits and athletic gear in their 
rooms, giving no excuse not tojoinin 
activities - and the towelling beach 
poncho in this show could oust the 
ubiquitous Dryrobe as a wild swim- 
ming status symbol next summer. 


The abstract show set - just a sim- 
ple grid of black “windows” giving 
an audience seated in the centre of 
theroom snapshots of Provençal hill- 
side scenes projected on the outer 
walls - also reflected the impact Viard 
has had on Chanel. If Lagerfeld had 
modelled a show on Villa Noailles, the 
set would have featured a full-sized 
swimming pool and squash court. 

Chanel’s next fashion show, on 
7 December, will be held in Man- 
chester, the first catwalk show by a 
major luxury house to be held in the 
city. Chanel’s annual Métiers d'Art 


collection celebrates the crafts- 
manship and skills of fashion's 
embroiderers, goldsmiths, milliners 
and corsage-makers. 

Recent locations have included 
the courthouse of Dakar, Senegal, 
the Temple of Dendur room in the 
Metropolitan Museum, New York, 
andLinlithgow Palace, close to Edin- 
burgh. The exact location for the 
Manchester show is not yet known. 

Chanel recently moved its global 
head office from Paris to London, 
where the company is run from 
a revamped Bond Street HO. The 


curators of the exhibition Gabri- 
elle Chanel: Fashion Manifesto, at 
the V&A, found evidence ofa strong 
relationship between Chanel and 
garment manufacturers in northern 
Englandintheinterwar period. Ared 
evening gown made to Coco's design 
by the Manchester Velvet Company 
isincluded in the exhibition. 

Bruno Pavlovsky, the president of 
fashion at Chanel, described the Man- 
chester location as *audacious and 
interesting", adding that all Metiers 
d’Arts shows have “a big focus on the 
local customers”. 
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Boy, 13, admits killing 
Sheffield social worker 
run over by her own car 


Mark Br 


North of. England correspondent 


A 13-year-old boy has pleaded guilty 
to causing the death of the Sheffield 
social worker Marcia Grant by dan- 
gerous driving. 

The boy was 12 when he caused the 
death of Grant, 60, by driving over her 
in her own car. He was due to go on 
trialthis week accused of her murder. 

At a hearing at Sheffield crown 
court yesterday, a new charge of 
causing Grant’s death by dangerous 
driving was put to the boy. 

Wearinga white shirt and black tie, 
he pleaded guilty. 

The prosecutor, Mark McKone KC, 
said the plea was acceptable to the 
crown and it would not seek to try 
the boy for murder. 

He asked for the murder charge to 
be formally disposed of at the sen- 
tencing hearing on 1 December. 

Grant died outside her home in 
the Greenhill area of Sheffield, on 


the edge of the Peak District, on the 
evening of 5 April. 

Before the boy’s sentencing, the 
judge, Mrs Justice May, ordered that 
reports should be prepared by the 
youth justice service. The boy’s lead 
defence barrister, Richard Wright KC, 
said a psychiatric report would also 
be ready before sentencing. 

The judge reminded the press of 
an order preventing publication of 
any detail that would identify the boy. 

After the hearing, Malcolm Christy, 
district crown prosecutor for CPS 
Yorkshire and Humberside, said 
the defendant’s actions had been 
“senseless and dangerous”, leav- 
ing the victim’s family and friends 
devastated. 

He explained the chain of events 
that had led to prosecutors accepting 
aguilty pleato an alternative charge. 

He said: “Due tothe seriousness of 
the case, animmediate charging deci- 
sion was required, and the defendant 
was initially charged with murder 
under our ‘threshold test’. 


A Marcia Grant was described as a 
‘warm, loving and dedicated wife, 
mother, grandmother and sister’ 
PHOTOGRAPH: SOUTH YORKSHIRE POLICE/PA 


“Following further investigations 
by South Yorkshire police - including 
areconstruction of the scene, expert 
reports and witness statements - we 
reviewed our initial decision and 
concluded there was no longer a real- 
istic prospect of conviction for that 
offence. This was in line with our duty 
to keep all cases under continuous 
review and to ensure the right per- 
son is charged with the right offence. 

“Today the defendant has pleaded 


guilty to the offence of causing death 
by dangerous driving. 

“Our thoughts are with Marcia 
Grant’s family and friends, who feel 
her loss every day.” 

Grant’s family released a trib- 
ute through South Yorkshire police 
after her death. It said: “Marcia was 
a warm, loving and dedicated wife, 
mother, grandmother, sister anda 
pillar of her community. 

“Her loss has already sent shock- 
waves through all who knew her or 
was lucky enough to be included in 
her orbit.” 

The boy has previously admitted 
a charge of possession of a bladed 


article. No details of theincident were 
given in the brief court hearing yes- 
terday, where the boy appeared by 
video link. 

When he first appeared before 
court in April, the prosecutor, Gary 
Crothers, told Sheffield youth court 
that police at the scene noted that the 
boy said “Is she dead?”, and “It was 
an accident, I swear.” 

Ben Campbell, defending, said the 
issue in relation to these comments 
was “what you can infer from them 
in all the circumstances”. 

Crothers told the youth court: “At 
around 7pm on the evening in ques- 
tion this defendant is seen on CCTV 
attempting to take Mrs Grant’s car. 
Mrs Grant tries to stop him by going 
behind the car. 

“On CCTV, the vehicle is driven 
slightly erratically at this time and it 
does come toa stop. Mrs Grant posi- 
tions herself behind the vehicle. The 
vehicle reverses, causing her to fall on 
her back and her head impacts with 
the ground. 

“She was trapped under the vehi- 
cle. Her husband tried to break the 
window of the car to get the defend- 
ant out of the car” 

The prosecutor said the vehicle 
then reversed “at some speed caus- 
ing the catastrophic injuries to Mrs 
Grant”. 

He said she was pronounced dead 
at the scene by paramedics shortly 
after 7.30pm. 


Offers end 24 Oct. JS British large pork crackling loin joint £3.50/kg. 


JS British or New Zealand half leg of lamb £9.30/kg. Not available in 
Locals. Subject to availability. See online or instore for details. 
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Inquest finds prisoners ‘at risk of 
death’ due to healthcare failings 


Diane Taylor 


An inquest report has warned that 
prisoners are “at risk of death” 
because of failures in the healthcare 
system, after a man killed himself at 
Wormwood Scrubs prison in west 
London 48 hours after arriving there. 

Ajury at the inquest intothe death 
of Jack Zarrop, 23, at the prison on 
20 March 2021, found a number of 
failures contributed, both while he 
was in police custody and after he 
was taken to Wormwood Scrubs on 
remand. 

The senior assistant coroner for 
west London, Dr Anton van Dellen, 
said in his prevention of future deaths 
report: “In my opinion there is a risk 
that future deaths could occur unless 
action is taken.” 

The inquest scrutinised a process 
known as assessment, care in cus- 
tody and teamwork (ACCT). This is 
the care planning process for pris- 
oners identified as being at risk of 
suicide or self-harm. 


The court heard evidence that 65% 
of primary healthcare staff in prison 
were agency staff. 

In his report, Van Dellen said: 
“Training of agency staffin the ACCT 
process does not appear to be part of 
the commissioning process by NHS 
England ... This places residents in 
prison at risk of death given the high 
level of usage of agency healthcare 
staffin prison.” 

The inquest conclusions comeata 
time when there has been an overall 
increase in the number of deaths in 
prison, including an increase in self- 
inflicted deaths. 

In the 12 months to March 2023, 
there were 322 deaths in prison cus- 
tody, up from 287 in the previous 
12 months. Of those, 82 were self- 
inflicted, an increase from 79, in the 
previous 12 months. There have been 
13 self-inflicted deaths at Wormwood 
Scrubs since 2018. Zarrop was the 
youngest of those. 

Along with the multiple failures 
by prison and prison healthcare staff 
responsible for Zarrop’s care, the 
inquest jury also identified failings 


in police custody and concluded that 
more should have been done to sup- 
port and manage his risks of suicide. 

Zarrop was arrested and taken into 
police custody at Heathrow Polar 
Park police station on17 March 2021, 
where he was kept overnight. 

The next day he was taken to 
Uxbridge magistrates court, anda 
suicide and self-harm (Sash) warn- 
ing form was completed, noting that 
Zarrop “would hang himselfifhe was 
remanded to prison”. 

Despite this and other key 


‘Serial failures by 
nearly all those 
responsible for 


keeping Jack Zarrop 
safe contributed 
to his death’ 


Helen Stone 
Lawyer for Zarrop family 


information about the risk to Zarrop 
of suicide and self-harm being 
available to prison and healthcare 
reception staff, he was not assessed 
as being at risk. 

Zarrop reported a recent over- 
doseattemptinthe days before being 
remanded into custody, and that he 
had been due to see a mental health 
crisisteaminthe community but had 
not because he was taken to prison. 

HelenStone, of Hickman and Rose 
solicitors, representing Zarrop's fam- 
ily, said: *The jury's conclusions lay 
bare how serial and fundamental fail- 
ures by nearly all those responsible 
for keeping Jack safe in prison con- 
tributed to his death." 

Caroline Finney, of Inquest, a 
charity concerned with state-related 
deaths in England and Wales, said: 
*Jack's was one of 13 self-inflicted 
deaths in Wormwood Scrubs since 
2018, a number which reflects that 
the prison is not a safe or ‘rehabili- 
tative' environment. Jack explicitly 
asked for support and he was failed.” 

A Prison Service spokesman said: 
**[n his most recent inspection, the 
Chief Inspector of Prisons found 
vulnerable prisoners at HMP Worm- 
wood Scrubsare safe and treated with 
respect on arrival.” 


A The rare, early medieval piece was 
found in a field by a metal detectorist 


Brooch from 
Saxon Wessex 
to be displayed 
at museum 

in Somerset 


Steven Morris 


In the UK and Ireland, Samaritans 
can be contacted on freephone 116 
123, or emailjo@samaritans.org or 
jo@samaritans.ie. 


Stage review 
Star-studded 
glimpses of 
dazzling ball 
in tribute to 
the master 


Stephen Sondheim's 
Old Friends 

Gielgud theatre, London 
ook vox 


Claire Armitstead 


orthose who know all 
the words to the shows 
of Stephen Sondheim, 
his death, in November 
2021, felt all the more 
poignant for happening 
ina global pandemic. So a tribute 
revue in May last year, celebrating 
50 years of his music and lyrics, was 
momentous, with an all-star lineup 
that included Judi Dench and 
Julia McKenzie. 

Old Friends had just one 
performance before being sealed 
away in theatre anecdote. Its 
revival now raises questions about 
thelimits ofthe revue format more 
than 40 years after Side By Side By 
Sondheim brought his music to 


London. There is no narrative, so 
Stephen Mear's choreography and 
Matthew Bourne's staging provide 
the through-line, which they do 
with wit and fluency. But it is akin 
to peering, Cinderella-like, through 
the windows at a dazzling ball to 
which you are denied entry. Here 
are Mrs Lovett and Sweeney Todd 
(Lea Salonga and Jeremy Secomb) 
cooking their murderous pies; there 
is a young Seurat (Bradley Jaden ) 
trying to make a world out of paint 
dots on a Sunday in the park. 

The sleights of casting are winks 
to Sondheim connoisseurs, and 
it's a credit to his understanding of 
common humanity that they work 
well on their own terms. Could I 
Leave You? from Follies, becomes 
acrescendo of camp exasperation 
from Gavin Lee. Bernadette Peters 


is Red Riding Hood bringing a 
weathered vocal wisdom toI Know 
Things Now, about a lost little girl 
who hadn’t listened to her mother. 
The running thread is the passing 
of time, whether refracted through 
comedy or through the melancholy 


Joanna Riding lifts 
her veil in Old Friends 


4 Bernadette 
Peters (third 
left), Lea 

| Salonga (third 
right), Bonnie 
Langford (front) 
are among the 
glittering cast 
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that permeates the best of 
Sondheim. Clare Burt’s brittle The 
Ladies Who Lunch, and Janie Dee’s 
tongue-twisting The Boy From... 
are reminders of how brilliantly he 
wrote for older women. 

One could quibble. Why so much 
from Gypsy and West Side Story 
when he only wrote the lyrics? 

But this is to reel in the different 
generations of fans. That’s show 
business, alove of which animates 
the ensemble numbers, against a 
design that segues from New York 
skyline to Parisian waterside and 
miniature burlesque theatre. 

Perhaps the best way to enjoy 
it all is to see it as a pointillist 
painting, “made of flecks of light 
and dark and parasols”. 


Until 6 January 


When it emerged from the earth it 
was dull, corroded and battered, the 
centuries it had spent lying beneatha 
Somerset field having taken their toll. 

Now restored and gleaming, the 
Cheddar brooch, a rare early medie- 
val piece regarded as one of the most 
important finds ofits kind, is going on 
display at a museum close to where 
it was found by a metal detectorist. 

Dating from about AD800 to 900, 
the large silver and copper alloy disc 
brooch hails from a time when the 
survival of Saxon Wessex was in 
doubt and Athelney on the Somer- 
set Levels provided a refuge for King 
Alfred the Great. 

Interlaced animal and plant 
designs in bright silver and black 
niello - usually a mixture of sul- 
phur, copper, silver and lead - are set 
against a gilded back panel. The ani- 
mals represented include wyverns 
- dragon-like creatures with twolegs, 
wings and long tails that would later 
become a symbol of Wessex. 

Amal Khreisheh, the curator 
of archaeology at the South West 
Heritage Trust, said: “Conservation 
has transformed this fascinating 
brooch and revealed the intrica- 
cies,” adding it was likely that it had 
belonged to animportant and wealthy 
person who had access toa goldsmith 
of exceptional ability. 

Tom Mayberry, the chief execu- 
tive of the trust, said: “In 878 Alfred 
the Great rallied his forces in Som- 
erset and defeated the invading 
Danish army. Wessex was secure 
and the foundations had been laid 
for the creation of a unified English 
kingdom. The Cheddar brooch comes 
from a time that was a turning point 
in English history.” 

The brooch was found by Iain San- 
some while detecting on farmland 
near Cheddar in 2020. He reported 
it through the portable antiquities 
scheme and the item was acquired by 
the Museum of Somerset in Taunton. 

The Cheddar brooch will be ondis- 
play at the museum from Friday 20 
October. Entry is free. A programme 
of talks and family activities will take 
place relating to the brooch. 
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Petrol retailers overcharging 
by at least 7p a litre, says RAC 


Alex Lawson 


The price of diesel has shot up at 
one of the fastest rates in more than 
20 years, while retailers have been 
accused of charging unjustifiably 
high petrol prices. 


Diesel prices rose by more than 
8p a litre to 163p in September, the 
fifth biggest monthly rise since 2000 
and on top ofan 8p rise the previous 
month, the RAC said. Petrol prices 
rose by 4.5palitre to 152p, the fourth 
consecutive monthly increase. 

The increases come after the 
extension of production cuts by 


Russia and Saudi Arabia pushed up 
oil prices to almost $100 (£82.89) a 
barrel in September, feeding through 
to prices at the pump. 

The supply constraints combined 
with the weaker value of the pound 
- making wholesale fuel, which is 
traded in dollars, more expensive in 
the UK - have pushed up prices. 

Brent crude, the oil price bench- 
mark, rose to a 10-month high last 
month of almost $98 a barrel, up from 
$72 abarrel atits lowest point in June. 
As aresult, drivers have been forced 
to pay almost £90 to fill up a 55-litre 


family diesel car - the highest cost 
since April - and more than £86 for 
a similar petrol car, the highest cost 
since December 2022. 

Oil prices have eased in recent 
weeks in response to a strengthen- 
ing dollar, with Brent crude trading at 
about $90 a barrel. However, the RAC 
said its analysis suggested that petrol 
was “overpriced by about 7p a litre". 

The RAC fuel spokesperson, Simon 
Williams, said: “In the last two weeks 
the wholesale cost of diesel has 
become 10p a litre more expensive 
than petrol, yet the gap at the pumps 


is only 5p. Ifretailers as a whole were 
playing fair with drivers petrol would 
be at least 7p cheaper than it is now.” 

Fuel retailers and supermarkets 
have been accused of using motor- 
ists as “cash cows” and in July the 
Competition and Markets Authority 
(CMA) found that drivers were pay- 
ing more for petrol and diesel than 
before the Covid pandemic because 
of weakened competition. 

After the CMA’s intervention, 
retailers will be required to provide 
live pricing data, allowing drivers to 
shop around for the best fuel deals. 


T&C's apply. 
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Dire warning 
of refugee 
camps crisis 
after eviction 
notice is cut 


Sammy Gecsoyler 
Diane Taylor 


Makeshift refugee *camps" arelikely 
tospringup across England this win- 
ter as an unprecedented number 
of people newly granted the right 
to remain are sleeping rough after 
speeded-up Home Office evictions, 
charities have warned. 

InJuly, newly recognised refugees 
and survivors of trafficking had the 
number of days they had to findanew 
place to live after receiving a “notice 
to quit” before eviction from Home 
Office accommodation cut from 28 
days to seven after their claim was 
approved. 

Since then, refugee and homeless- 
ness charities and local authorities 
say there has been an acceleration 
in the number of asylum decisions 
made and a sharp rise in the num- 
ber of refugees seeking help for 
homelessness. 

The Home Office said it had 
recruited arecord number ofasylum 
decision-makers, with 40% more in 
post than in December 2022. 

Local authorities have said the 
majority of refugees who have 
approached councils for help are 
single males who they say are not 
deemed “priority need”, meaning 
councils have no duty to provide 
anything more than advice and 
assistance. 

Charities have warned that 
“camps” of homeless refugees could 
appear in towns and cities across the 
country in the coming months. 

Seana Roberts, the manager of 
the Merseyside Refugee Support 


A Homelessness charities expect the 
number of rough sleepers to increase 


Network in Liverpool, said: “I’ve 
never seen anything like this in my 
25 years in the sector. Normally we 
might have seen one or two people 
present themselves as street home- 
less in a year. Now we’ve got 50 
people in the space of six weeks.” 

Roberts said she had handed out 
sleeping bags to anumber of refugees 
in the past six weeks. “They chose 
not to take tents because they didn’t 
want to be visible or feel vulnerable 
in the park,” she added. 

The organisationis sourcing land- 
lords and encouraging refugees to 
sofa-surf temporarily. *We're just try- 
ing every which way to avoid what 
I think is going to be the inevitable, 
whichis camps made up of tents and 
sleeping bags,” Roberts said. 

The Guardian spoke to a refugee 
from Eritrea, who has been sleeping 
rough in the centre of Nottingham 
since he was granted refugee status 
more than a month ago. 

*Tve been sleeping in a sleeping 
bag and wearing a lot of clothes,” 
he said. *It has been very cold and 
I haven’t been healthy. The cold has 
made me vomit. I'm scared of sleep- 
ing outside. There are many other 
refugees doingthesame as me. When 
it is the middle of winter it will be 
much worse.” 

Nottingham Refugee Forum said 
thesituationinthecity had worsened 
in the past month. A spokesperson 
said: “We are seeing high numbers of 
new refugees who are street home- 
less or are at risk of this.” 

The forum is fundraising for 100 
care packages for refugees, which 
includea rucksack, sleeping bag, pack 
of socks, hat, gloves, toothbrush, 
toothpaste, soap and deodorant. 

Steve Smith,the chief executive of 
the charity Care4Calais, warned ofa 
refugee homelessnesscrisis this win- 
ter. “Hundreds, if not thousands, of 
refugees are facing homelessness or 
destitution. Refugees are telling us 
thatthey are being forced to buytents 
and sleep rough in the streets." 

More than 140 refugee and other 
organisations have written a letter 
of protest to the government about 
the changes in Home Office practice 
shorteningthe eviction period. 

Enver Solomon, the head of 
the Refugee Council and one of 
the signatories of the letter, said: 
*The government is now punish- 
ing vulnerable refugees for its gross 
mismanagement by demanding they 
move on from hotels at short notice 
without the support they need.” 

A Home Office spokesperson said: 
*We encourage individuals to make 
their onward plans as soon as pos- 
sible after receiving their decision, 
whether that is leaving the UK fol- 
lowing a refusal, or taking steps to 
integrate in the UK following a grant." 
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Yousaf admits SNP faces ‘challenging and 
difficult’ battle to hold seat in byelection 


Severin Carrell 
Scotland editor 


Humza Yousaf has downplayed the 
Scottish National party’s prospects of 
winning a key byelection tomorrow 
as he and his Labour rival traded 
insults over cuts to public services. 
Scotland’s first minister said he 
was “hopeful” the SNP would win 
the Rutherglen and Hamilton West 
byelection, but he admitted the 
contest had always been “challeng- 
ing” and “difficult” for his party. 


With Labour clear favourites to 
regain the seat, Yousaf said he had 
“always been clear” that the SNP 
faced a battle to hold it after the sit- 
ting MP, Margaret Ferrier, was found 
guilty of breaching coronavirus rules 
by travelling by train and visiting 
local shops while suspecting she was 
Covid-positive in 2021. 

Ferrier’s “reckless and danger- 
ous” actions meant the byelection, 
being held three days before Labour 
stages what is expected to be its last 
party conference before the general 
election, “was always going to be 
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difficult,” he said. “But I go in hope- 
ful of a good result because we have 
a fantastic candidate, and we have 
a really positive message of deliver- 
ingfor the people ofRutherglen and 
Hamilton West." 

The seat, on the south-eastern 
fringes of Glasgow, has changed 
hands between the SNP and Labour 
three times since the 2010 general 
election. After Ferrier won the seat 
in2015 she narrowly lost it to Labour 
in 2017, before retaking it in 2019 with 
a 5,230 vote (9.7%) majority. 

Ferrier was then expelled from 


the SNP after being found guilty of 
breaching Covid regulations. Earlier 
this year she was suspended as an MP 
for 30 days, triggering the first recall 
petition for a Scottish seat. 

The contest has focused on the 
cost of living crisis and cuts to pub- 
licservices, with the SNP facing direct 
attacks from Labour for presiding 
over lengthening NHS waiting lists, 
cutsto council budgets and wasteful 
overspends in major projects, such 
astwo long-overdue CalMac ferries. 

Yesterday Anas Sarwar, the 
Scottish Labour leader, focused on 
suggestions that Police Scotland 
could shut at least 30 police stations, 
including three in Rutherglen and 
Hamilton West, owing to intense 
budgetary pressures. 

As Sarwar was talking to reporters 
outside a police station earmarked 
for possible closure in Cambuslang, 
a distressed woman trying to report 
astalker came up to discover that its 
public counter was closed. 

The woman told Sarwar she had 
earlier visited her local station in 
Blantyre, but it was also closed. 

Sarwar said this was “a very stark 
example” of the SNP’s incompetence 
and mismanagement, yet it was mull- 
ingincometax rises, allowing council 
tax increases and proposing a conges- 
tion charge for Glasgow. 

“This is an out-of-depth first 
minister, with an incompetent SNP 
government that has lost its way ata 
time when people require fundamen- 
tal change in our country,” he said. 

Yousaf responded by noting that 
the neighbouring Labour-run North 
Lanarkshire council had been forced 
yesterday into suddenly reversing a 
proposal to close 39 libraries, sports 
centres and community centres as it 
sought to make budget savings. 

The first minister said the U-turn 
had also put proposals by South 
Lanarkshire, the council that 
covers Rutherglen, to significantly 
raise prices at its facilities under 
sharp focus. 

Yousaf said his government was 
generally facing “extreme” budgetary 
pressures because of UK government 
funding decisions and the financial 
crisis. Yet Police Scotland had hada 
rise in funding this year, as had North 
Lanarkshire council. 


Only one in eight fisheries given 
green status’ for sustainability 


Damien Gayle 


Only about one in eight UK fisheries 
have been awarded “green” status for 
sustainability in the latest edition of 
the Good Fish Guide. 

Of the 337 wild fisheries around 
the British Isles included on the list, 
which is compiled by the Marine Con- 
servation Society (MCS) and updated 
twicea year, only 13% were regarded 
as good sustainable choices. 

Amber ratings were placed on 62% 
of fisheries, meaning they were OK 
choices but that improvements were 
needed. 

That leaves a full quarter of UK 
fisheriesin the red category, with con- 
sumers told they are sources to avoid, 
with substantial environmental 


concerns for which no credible work 
was under way to mitigate. 

Among the wild fisheries down- 
graded in the autumn update was 
pollack from south-west England, 
which was reclassified from amber to 
red. Pollack - not tobe confused with 
pollock, which is usually found in fish 
fingers - is another white fish which 


A Dover sole is slipping into the red 
zone in terms of sustainable fishing 


had becomea favourite among chefs 
seeking a more sustainable alterna- 
tive to cod and haddock. 

The MCS said that after years of 
poor management, stocks of pollack 
in the Channel and Celtic Seas had 
plummeted and it was no longer a 
sustainable catch. 

“A newassessment indicates that it 
is heavily depleted and there should 
be zero catch,’ it said. 

Other fisheries slipping into the 
redincluded eastern Channel beam- 
trawled plaice, Irish Sea dover sole, 
North Sea prawns and sea bass from 
the west of Scotland. 

However, North Sea and Chan- 
nel mullet and North Sea sprat were 
upgraded from red to amber, after 
new population data showed there 
were healthy levels. 

Charlotte Coombes, Good Fish 
Guide manager at the MCS, said: “In 
this latest update, an additional 12 
ratings have regrettably received red 
ratings. Urgent and improved fisher- 
ies managementis imperative for the 
sake of our seas.” 


Two injured by 
lightning strike 
at football match 


PA Media 


Two people, including a 12-year-old 
boy, were in hospital yesterday after 
being struck by lightning at a school 
in Hertfordshire. 

The boy and a man in his 50s had 
been attending a football tourna- 
ment at the Sele school in Hertford 
on Monday. 

The East of England Ambulance 
Service said the child had been taken 
to Addenbrooke’s hospital in Cam- 
bridge in a critical condition. 

The BBC reported the boy was a 
pupil at Chauncy school, in Ware. 

Members of the public and first 
aiders performed CPR on the pair 


while waiting for paramedics toarrive 
and the Sele school headteacher, 
Chris Quach, praised them for doing 
“an amazing job”. 

He said ina statement: “The entire 
staff of the Sele school, the wider 
school community and I would like 
to thank the emergency services, the 
parents and staff who were attending 
the match and were so helpful and 
our first aiders who did an amazing 
job while waiting for the emergency 
services to respond. 

“Our good wishes and thoughts are 
with the people who were injured.” 

The ambulance service said it 
was Called to reports that two peo- 
ple had been struck by lightning just 
after 5.15pm. Itadded: “The child was 
taken to Addenbrooke’s hospital in 
a critical condition and the man was 
taken to Princess Alexandra hospital 
for further care. 

“We would like to thank our 
emergency services colleagues and 
members of the public at the scene 
whoprovided first aid and CPR while 
our crews were on their way.” 
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Work on mind-bending 
‘attosecond’ field wins 
Nobel prize for physics 


Science correspondent 


Three scientists have been awarded 
the 2023 Nobel prize in physics for 
their work on creating extremely 
short pulses of light that can be har- 
nessed to study processes occurring 
inside atoms and molecules. 

Pierre Agostini of Ohio State Uni- 
versity, Ferenc Krausz of the Max 
Planck Institute of Quantum Optics 
and Anne L’Huillier of Lund Univer- 
sity will each receive equal shares of 
the 11m Swedish kronor (£823,000) 
prize announced yesterday by the 
Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences 
in Stockholm. 

This year's award is the 117th 
Nobel prize to be presented in phys- 
ics since 1901. L’Huillier is only the 
fifth woman to receive the prize. 

Speaking at the press confer- 
ence, L'Huillier, who herself sat on 
the Nobel committee for physics 
between 2007 and 2015, said she was 
teaching when she received the call 
totell her she had won. 

*The last half hour of my lecture 
was difficult to do,” she said. “As you 
know, there are not so many women 
that get this prize, so it is very, very 
special.” 

The Nobelcommittee awarded the 
prize “for experimental methods that 
generate attosecond pulses of light 


for the study of electron dynamics 
in matter”. 

Anattosecond isamind-bendingly 
short period of time. As the com- 
mittee points out, the number of 
attoseconds that fit into one second 
isthe same as the number of seconds 
that have passed since the birth ofthe 
universe. However, it is these time- 
scales that govern electron dynamics. 
It takes about 150 attoseconds for an 
electron to orbit the nucleus of a 
hydrogen atom, while it takes elec- 
trons a few hundred attoseconds to 
jump from one atom to another. 

This year’s winners devised exper- 
iments that useinteractions between 


Winners of 
the 2023 Nobel 
prize for physics, 
clockwise from 
left, Pierre 
Agostini, 

Ferenc Krausz 
and Anne 
L’Huillier 


infrared laser light and a noble gas 
such as neon or xenon to produce 
pulses of light on the attosecond 
timescale. These pulses of light can 
be used to study the movements of 
electrons, and hence processes occur- 
ring within atoms and molecules. 

Prof Mats Larsson, a member of the 
Royal Academy of Sciences, noted 
that attosecond pulses had a num- 
ber of important applications, with 
the technology offering the potential 
for ultra-fast switching of a material 
suchas silicon dioxide from being an 
insulator to being a conductor. 

“It gives you possibilities to 
develop very fast electronics based on 
these short pulses,” he said. Another 
application under investigation, he 
said, was molecular fingerprinting 
of biological samples. For example, 
Larsson said, very short pulses of 
light could be used to excite mole- 
cules within a blood sample. Infrared 
light emitted by the molecules could 
then be detected with attosecond 
precision, offering scientists a way to 
identify minute changes in the blood. 

“By doing this, thereis the hopein 
the future that you will be able to cap- 
ture whether a person has developed, 
for example, lung cancer, so that you 
have a very sensitive method, and 
if you can diagnose cancer at a very 
early stage, treatment will be much 
more successful,” Larsson said. 

Scientists have also suggested atto- 
second pulses of light could be used 
to probe quantum processesinvolved 
in photosynthesis in plants, or to con- 
trol chemical reactions - a field that 
has been dubbed “attochemistry”. 

Prof Jon Marangos of Imperial Col- 
lege London, director of the Blackett 
Laboratory Laser Consortium, said: 
“This is areally well-deserved award 
tosome of the pioneers of the field of 
attosecond science.” 


Alinvestment 
favours firms 
led by men, 
study finds 


Gender imbalance in artificial intel- 
ligence (AI) investment must be 
addressed urgently, according toa 
government-backed body that dis- 
covered female-founded companies 
accounted for just 2% of AI startup 
deals over the past decade. 

Areport, Rebalancing Innovation: 
Women, Aland Venture Capital in the 
UK bythe Alan Turing Institute found 
that when female-founded compa- 
nies secured funding, they raised 
on average six times less capital per 
dealthan those founded by their male 
counterparts. 

Women were able to raise £1.2m 
per deal compared with £8.6m raised 
by all-male founder teams. 

In the last year, international 
investment in Alsoftware has grown 
considerably. A report by Goldman 
Sachs predicted that AI investment 
will approach $200bn globally by 
2025, while arecent study by Bloomb- 
erg found that generative AI could 
become a $1.3tn market by 2032. 

“The recent explosion in inter- 
est and investment in AI, especially 
generative AI, means that there is an 
urgent need for women and minori- 
ties to have equal access in the tech 
and venture space,’ said Dr Erin 
Young, a research fellow and public 


policy programme co-leadat the Alan 
Turing Institute. 

She added: *Venture capital firms 
impact the business models of the 
startups in which they invest, and 
VCs tend to invest in companies 
that reflect their own networks and 
value systems, in turn shaping the 
technologies developed. Encourag- 
inginclusioninthe VC spacecan help 
promote responsible AIdesign, tackle 
Al biases and foster innovation.” 

The report suggested improving 
recruitment, monitoring invest- 
ment practices and diversifying the 
ecosystem. 

It was published amid growing 
worldwide demand for generative 
AI products, as leading tech com- 
panies have begun to invest in AI 
products. Microsoft reportedly 
invested $10bn (£8.3bn) into Open- 
APs ChatGPT, after first investing in 
OpenAlI in 2019. 

The study found gender diversity 
gaps across investment and uneven 
rates of progress for ethnicand racial 
groups across firms. 

AI products have shown biases, 
from passport checkers not being 
able to work efficiently with darker 
skin than lighter skin, to tools being 
developedin ways that reinforce gen- 
der stereotypes in society. 

In 2019, a UN agency found that 
assigning female genders to digital 
assistants such as Apple's Siri and 
Amazon’s Alexa helped entrench 
harmful gender biases. The two 
companies have since offered 
alternatives. 


£1.2m 


Average amount of capital 
raised by female-founded firms, 
compared with £8.6m by men 
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Global recall 
of Onewheel 
Skateboards 
after at least 
four deaths 


Associated Press 
New York 


All models of the Onewheel self- 
balancing electric skateboards have 
been recalled after reports of at least 
four deaths and multiple injuries, US 
federal regulators have said. 

The recalled boards, numbering 
300,000, made by the California firm 
Future Motion, can stop balancing 
riders correctly if certain limits are 
exceeded, posing the risk of serious 


«The Onewheel 
self-balancing 
electric board sold 
À from2014 until 
.* last month needs 


asafety update, 


| fsa its maker says 


| National 


crashes, according to the Consumer 
Product Safety Commission (CPSC). 

Future Motion had received doz- 
ens of incident reports about these 
skateboards in recent years, the CPSC 
said, including reports of four deaths 
from 2019 to 2021 and serious inju- 
ries suchas paralysis, traumatic brain 
injury, and fractures. The deaths had 
arisen from head trauma, the CPSC 
added. Inat least three incidents the 
riders were not wearing helmets. 

Owners of these Onewheel skate- 
boards should stop using them 
immediately, the firm said. 

The recall affects all Onewheel 
electricskateboards - including One- 
wheel, Onewheel+, Onewheel+ XR, 
Onewheel Pint, Onewheel Pint X and 
Onewheel GT - sold online and by 
independent retailers from January 
2014 to September this year. 

To address the crash hazard a 
safety alert feature called “haptic 
buzz” is to be available through a 
firmware update for Onewheel GT, 
Pint X, Pintand XR boards in the com- 
ing weeks. Riders can check board 
eligibility and how to install the 
update on Future Motion’s website. 

The Onewheel team said on its 
website that riders should wear hel- 
mets and other protective gear. 

Future Motion told the BBC the 
recall applied to all customers, not 
just those in the US. 

The Associated Press approached 
the firm for further comment. 


Harriet Sherwood 


If this summer’s blockbuster movie 
has left you longing for more Barbie 
in your life, help is at hand. An 
exhibition on the history of the 
world-famous doll is to open at the 
Design Museum in London next year. 

The museum says it has been 
granted special access to the Barbie 
archives in California, and dozens 


Y Barbie has been a global favourite 
for nearly 65 years. Right, Margot 
Robbie in Greta Gerwig's 2023 film 
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Barbie to star in her own show 
at the Design Museum in 2024 
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of rare and unique items will be dis- 
played to tell the story of the brand 
over the course of 65 years. 

Barbie was created in 1959 by the 
US businesswoman Ruth Handler. 
The toy company Mattel manufac- 
tured the doll and her accessories and 
by the 1980s, the brand was worth 
millions of dollars. 

Originally, Barbie was available 
only in blond and brunette versions. 
Now there is a range of Barbies with 
different ethnicities and body images, 
including a wheelchair-using Barbie. 

The Design Museum’s exhibition 
would “explore the story of Barbie 
through a design lens, including 
fashion, architecture, furniture and 
vehicle design”, the museum said. 

Tim Marlow, the Design Museum’s 
director, added: “We look forward 
next year to displaying a whole range 
of eye-catching objects, some famil- 
iar but many never seen before.” 

Greta Gerwig’s movie Barbie is 
the biggest film of 2023 so far, mak- 
ing more than $1bn (£820m) globally 
within weeks of its release. 
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UK's class divide in the frame 
as London film festival begins 


Arts and culture correspondent 


The London film festival is being held 
in what is being hailed as a banner 
year for UK cinema, with British mov- 
ies that highlight the country’s sharp 
social divide taking centre stage. 

Emerald Fennell’s starry Saltburn, 
starring Carey Mulligan, Rosamund 
Pike and Richard E Grant, takes the 
coveted opening slot as the 67th fes- 
tival begins today. 

Daniel Kaluuya’s directorial debut 
The Kitchen, set in a dystopian Lon- 
don, is the closing film of the festival 
on 15 October. 

“If you only saw the films from the 
UKat the festival this year, you would 
be really spoilt for choice,” the LFF 
director, Kristy Matheson, said. 

“There’s such a variety of film- 
making, across many different 
genres. We’re really keen that the 
festival showcases the breadth and 
texture of UK cinema.” 

Saltburn’s “tale of privilege and 
desire” is the second feature from 


the Promising Young Woman direc- 
tor and follows an un-monied Oxford 
University student who becomes 
drawninto the beautiful and sophisti- 
cated world ofacharming aristocrat. 

Its prominent inclusion in the 
festival programme highlights what 
officials say is a significant year for 
British cinema. 

While Saltburn focuses on the 
British upper classes, The Kitchen - 
written by Kaluuya, Joe Murtagh and 
Rob Hayes, and co-directed by Kibwe 
Tavares - looks at the social politics 
of class and the gap between rich 
and poor. Set in a near-future Lon- 
don where the poorare forced to live 
in outlying slums, the film follows Izi 
(played by Top Boy’s Kane “Kano” 
Robinson) who is trying to find a 
way out of the capital’s last remain- 
ing social housing building. 

“Saltburn and Kitchen are very 
different films, but what links them 
is they’re both very ambitious,” 
Matheson said. “The storylines are 
remarkable.” 

Matheson, who took over at the 
helm of LFF from Tricia Tuttle this 


year, said the festival has continued 
to grow in stature and popularity. 

Last year, it saw audiences prop- 
erly return following two years of 
Covid-induced restrictions, and 
even exceeded expectations - with 
screening attendance growing from 
83% in 2019 to 87% in 2022. “This 
year we’re also seeing a very strong 
reaction to the programme,” Mathe- 
son said. “It feels really wonderful to 
know that people want to come back 
to the cinema.” 

This year’s edition is made up of 
252 titles, including 167 feature films - 
20 of whichare world premieres, such 
as Jeymes Samuel’s The Book of Clar- 
ence, and Chicken Run: Dawn of the 
Nugget by the award-winning British 
stop-motion giant Aardman Anima- 
tions. European premieres include 
James Hawes’s One Life, starring 
Anthony Hopkins, and Lulu Wang’s 
Expats, starring Nicole Kidman. 

The red carpet will also be rolled 
out for additional galas of some of the 
biggest and buzziest hits of the festi- 
val circuit, such as Martin Scorsese’s 
Killers of the Flower Moon, Bradley 
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4 Actors Barry 
Keoghan, left, 
and Archie 
Madekwe 
in Emerald 
Fennell's 
Saltburn, which 
opens the 67th 
LFF today 


PHOTOGRAPH: 
AMAZON 


Cooper's Maestro, David Fincher's 
The Killer and Yorgos Lanthimos' 
Poor Things. But with the Hollywood 
actors' strike unresolved, there will 
be fewer stars present on the South 
Bank than audiences have become 
accustomed to. 

*Luckilyforus, we'd made many of 
our selections by the time the strike 
was announced, so in terms of the 
programme it didn't change a lot for 
us,” Matheson said. 

The lineup, which has often 
garnered praise forits diversity com- 
pared with other festivals, includes 
99 works by female and non-binary 
film-makers - 39% of the programme. 

“The whole world is here in Lon- 
don and we really want to reflect 
that,” Matheson said. 


The BFI London film festival takes 
place from 4-15 October 


Killers of the Flower Moon 
Martin Scorsese’s true-crime 
western portrays the 1920s mass 
murder of Indigenous Americans 
to appropriate their oil rights - 
starring Lily Gladstone, Leonardo 
DiCaprio and Robert De Niro. 


Poor Things 

Emma Stone gives a glorious 
performance as Bella, the sexual 
innocent in Victorian London, a 
corpse brought back to life ina 
Frankensteinian experiment. 


Red Island 

A beautiful film from Robin 
Campillo - based on his childhood 
growing up on a French military 


The Zone of Interest 

The banality of evil was perhaps 
never so brutally shown as in 
Jonathan Glazer's chilling new 
Holocaust film, based on the 
Martin Amis novel. 


The Kitchen 

Daniel Kaluuya co-directs (with 
Kibwe Tavares) this drama of 
London’s near future about a 
council estate called the Kitchen, 
with Top Boy's Kane Robinson. 


The Holdovers 


: Alexander Payne, so often lauded 

; aS anew wave-type auteur, now 

: returns to the world of the US high 
: school (the location of his early 

: gem, Election). 


: Howto Have Sex 

: Full-on energy and thoroughly 

: likable performances in this terrific 
: debut feature from the director 

: Molly Manning Walker, starring 

: Mia McKenna-Bruce. 


Hoard 


: The first-time feature director Luna 
: Carmoon presents this intense, 

: macabre tale of a young woman 

: whose dysfunctional unhappiness 
base in Madagascar in the early 70s. : 
: with her troubled mum. 


has its roots in her relationship 


Priscilla 


: Here's a smart antidote to Baz 

: Luhrmann’s incurious Elvis 

: extravaganza: Sofia Coppola tells 
: the story of Elvis’s teen bride. 


Saltburn 


: Emerald Fennell gives us an 

: elegant spin on mythologised 

: Englishness: a shy Oxford student 
: is mesmerised by a charming 

: aristocrat. Peter Bradshaw 
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V Beijing, China 

A young girl salutes in front of police 
officers on duty at the Great Wall 
during the national Golden Week 
holiday PHOTOGRAPH: KEVIN FRAYER/GETTY 
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McCarthy 


becomes 


first House speaker 
to be removed from 
office in US history 


Washington 


Kevin McCarthy has been removed 
from his role as US House speaker, 
ousted by hard-right members ofhis 
Republican party less than a year after 
his election following a successful 
effort to avoid a government shut- 
down over the weekend. 

It represents the first time in US 
history that a speaker of the House 
has been removed from office, mark- 
ing anignominious end toa short and 
fraught tenure. 

McCarthy’s ousting capped a 
tumultuous nine months in the 
House, defined by clashes between 
the speaker and the hard-right 
flank of his conference. Despite his 
repeated efforts to appease them, his 
willingness to collaborate with Dem- 
ocrats to prevent economic chaos 
sealed his fate. With the narrowest 
of majorities in the House, Republi- 
cans now face the unenviable task of 
electing a leader who can win nearly 
unanimous support across a deeply 
divided conference. 

The vote to oust McCarthy fol- 
lowed a motion to vacate the chair 
from the Florida Republican con- 
gressman Matt Gaetz. 

After McCarthy’s Republican allies 
failed to block the motion from mov- 
ing forward, a final vote was held last 
night. Eight hard-right Republicans 


aa 
Matt Gaetz led the mutiny after a 
stopgap spending bill was passed 


joined 208 Democrats in supporting 
McCarthy’s removal, as 210 Repub- 
licans tried and failed to keep the 
speaker in place. McCarthy needed 
asimple majority of voting members 
to keep his gavel but failed to cross 
that threshold. 

Gaetz sought McCarthy's removal 
because McCarthy worked with 
House Democrats to pass a stopgap 
spending bill to extend government 
funding until 17 November. 

Gaetz also accused McCarthy of 
cutting a “secret side deal” with Joe 
Biden, the US president, on provid- 
ing additional funding to Ukraine, 
which has become a source of out- 
rage on the right. 

The House and the US Senate 
passed the stopgap bill with over- 
whelming bipartisan majorities, 
averting a shutdown that could have 
left hundreds of thousands of federal 
workers without pay for an extended 
period. 


Last night's vote was the first to 
remove a House speaker in more than 
100 years. Other recent House speak- 
ers, including former Republican 
leader John Boehner, had previ- 
ously been threatened with such a 
manoeuvre but never had to endure 
a full effort to remove them. 

The referendum starkly illus- 
trated McCarthy's tenuous grasp on 
the gavel since needing 15 rounds of 
voting to secure the House speaker- 
shipin January. He has never won the 
support of many Republicans to his 
right, and many in his party felt he 
did not secure their side sufficient 
concessions in the deal that averted 
the shutdown. 

“The speaker fought through 15 
votes in January to become speaker, 
but was only willing to fight through 
one failed [continuing resolution] 
before surrendering to the Democrats 
on Saturday,” Bob Good, a Republican 
congressman from Virginia, said in 
a floor speech yesterday. “We need 
a speaker who will fight for some- 
thing, anything besides just staying 
or becoming speaker.” 

Before McCarthy learned his 
fate, the House Democratic leader, 
Hakeem Jeffries, indicated his caucus 
would not help McCarthy save his job. 

*House Democrats remain will- 
ing to find common ground on an 
enlightened path forward. Unfor- 
tunately, our extreme Republican 
colleagues have shown no willing- 
ness to do the same,” Jeffries said. 

*Given their unwillingness to 
break from [Make America Great 
Again] extremism in an authentic 
and comprehensive manner, House 
Democratic leadership will vote yes 
on the [vote]? 

With the speaker removed, McCa- 
rthy will now have the opportunity 
to choose atemporary replacement. 
Until a newleaderis elected, all work 
inthe House will grind to a halt. 


Kevin McCarthy's time in office 
was short and defined by battles with 
the far right of the Republican party 


PHOTOGRAPH: MANDEL NGAN/AFP VIA GETTY 


FBI interviews alleged abuse 
victims of US religious sect 
linked to supreme court judge 


Washington 


TheFBIhasinterviewed several indi- 
viduals who have alleged they were 
abused by members of the People of 
Praise (PoP), asecretive Christian sect 
that counts a conservative supreme 
court justice as a lifelong member, 
according to sources familiar with 
the matter. 

The individuals were contacted 
following a years-long effort by a 
group called PoP Survivors, which 
has called for the sect, basedin South 


Bend, Indiana, to be investigated for 
its leaders’ handling of sexual abuse 
allegations. The body, which has 54 
members, has alleged that abuse 
claims were routinely mishandled 
or covered up for decades in order 
to protect the close-knit faith group. 

It is not clear whether the FBI 
has launched a formal investigation 
into PoP, of which the conservative 
supreme court justice Amy Coney 
Barrett is a lifelong member. 

The Guardian has confirmed at 
least five people were contacted bythe 
FBI and four gave detailed accounts 
to agents of abusive behaviour they 


Amy Coney Barrett: nominated to 
the supreme court by Donald Trump 


Spokesperson 
PoP Survivors 


allegedly experienced or witnessed. 
Individuals spoke to the Guardian on 
the condition of anonymity and said 
they believed the FBl interviews were 
part of an initial inquiry. 

One woman who was interviewed 
by agents from Minneapolis, 
Minnesota, said she received an 
update last week and was told by 
agents that the investigation into her 
own claims, which involved allega- 
tions of sexual abuse by a teacher, 
had been closed. The woman told the 
Guardian the news had left her feel- 
ing disappointed and defeated, and 
full of “a lot of questions”, because 
the agents had seemed interested in 
pursuing the matter. 

Aspokesperson for PoP Survivors 
said: “We urge the FBI to use their 
power to unearth the longstanding 
pattern of child sexual abuse and 
cover-up in the People of Praise. All 
perpetrators and their enablers must 
finally be held accountable. We must 
ensure that no childis victimised and 


silenced by a People of Praise mem- 
ber ever again.” 

The FBI did not respond to a 
request for comment. A spokesper- 
son for the PoP did not respond toa 
request for comment. 

The PoP was founded in the 1970s 
as part of a Christian charismatic 
movement. The group is led exclu- 
sively by men. Like other charismatic 
communities, it blends Catholicism 
and Protestant Pentecostalism. 

A PoP handbook states that mem- 
bers are expected to be obedient to 
male authorities, or group heads, and 
are expected to give 596 oftheir earn- 
ings to the group. 

Heads are influential decision- 
makers in members' lives, weighing 
in on issues ranging from dating to 
marriage, and determining where 
members should live. 

Barrett's membership of PoP was 
first widely publicised in a2017 New 
York Times report, which noted that 
her membership in the “tightly knit 
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Christian group” never came upina 
Senate hearing to confirm her as an 
appeal court judge. 

In 2020, after her nomination 
to the supreme court by President 
Donald Trump, the Guardian and 
other media outlets delved deeper 
into PoP, includingreportsabout how 
some former members, and some 
children who grew up in the group, 
had been abused by other members 
of the sect. Some but not all mem- 
bers who have since been critical of 
the PoP believe it is a cult, given the 
amount of control the group exerts 
over people's lives. 

Barrett's membership ofthe group 
was not raised in her confirmation 
hearing for the high court, but media 
outlets such as the Washington Post 
reported on her roleas a *handmaid", 
or “woman leader”, and that PoP had 
erased all mentions and photos of 
Barrett from its website. 

There is no suggestion of wrong- 
doing on the part of Barrett. 


Hunter Biden 
pleads not guilty 
to gun charges 


D j 
Washington 


Joe Biden’s son, Hunter Biden, has 
pleaded not guilty to three federal 
gun charges in a politically fraught 
case that could go to trial in the heat 
of the US president's 2024 re-elec- 
tion campaign. 

Hunter, 53, is the first child ofa 
sitting president to be criminally 
prosecuted. He is accused of unlaw- 
fully possessing a gun as an illegal 
druguserandlyingabout his druguse 
onabackground check form when he 
boughta Colt Cobra revolver in 2018. 

Theindictment was secured after a 


plea agreement between Hunter and 
prosecutors collapsed in August. 

Under that deal, he had agreed to 
plead guilty to misdemeanour tax 
violations and would avoid punish- 
ment on the gun charges if for two 
years he did not possess a firearm or 
use illegal drugs and alcohol. 

His lawyer, Abbe Lowell, told 
the court yesterday he would file a 
motion to dismiss the case because 
hebelievedthe agreementremained 
in effect. Republicans have alleged 
theagreementrepresented a *sweet- 
heart deal" for the Democratic 
president's son. 

Hunter, who acknowledged past 
cocaine use in his memoir, is charged 
with two counts of making false state- 
ments and one count of illegal gun 
possession, punishable by up to 25 
years in prison. If convicted, asa first- 
time, nonviolent offender who did 
not use the gun tocommitan offence, 
he would be likely to receive a more 
lenient punishment. 


Moscow 
anger over 
Armenia vote 
that could 
lead to arrest 
of Putin 


Yerevan 


Armenia’s parliament has voted to 
join the international criminal court 
(ICC), obliging the former Soviet 
republic to arrest Russia's president, 
Vladimir Putin, ifhe were to visit the 
country. 

Yesterday’s decision will further 
strain relations with Moscow, Arme- 
nia’s traditional ally, which have 
already been damaged over Russia’s 
invasion of Ukraine and Azerbaijan’s 
recapture of Nagorno-Karabakh. 

The Kremlin last week warned 
Armenia that its decision to join 
the ICC, which has issued an arrest 
warrant for Putin for overseeing the 
abduction of Ukrainian children, was 
“extremely hostile”. 

Armenia’s prime minister, Nikol 
Pashinyan, has tried to reassure Rus- 
siathat his country is only addressing 
what it says are war crimes commit- 
ted by Azerbaijan in the long-running 
conflict with its neighbour, and the 
move is not aimed at Moscow. 

Kremlin spokesperson Dmitry 
Peskov yesterday described the 
decision as “inappropriate ... from 
the point of view of our bilateral rela- 
tions”. He said Moscow “absolutely 
disagrees with ... Pashinyan’s words 
that Armenia has decided to accede 
to the Rome statute [which estab- 
lished the ICC] because the tools of 
the CSTO [the Russian-led Collec- 
tive Security Treaty Organization] 


7 Volunteers sort aid for refugees 
from Nagorno-Karabakh. Armenia 
insists the ICC move is aimed 
at Azerbaijan for its “war crimes” 
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and Armenian-Russian partnership 
were not enough to ensure the coun- 
try’s security.” 

He said: “The Armenian side 
doesn’t have mechanisms better than 
those, and we are sure about that.” 

Pashinyan, in a speech last week- 
endto mark Armenia'sindependence 
day, said that “the security systems 
and the allies we have relied on for 
many years” were “ineffective”, and 
that the “instruments of the Arme- 
nian-Russian strategic partnership” 
were “not enough to ensure Arme- 
nia’s external security”. 

Peskov did not confirm whether 
Putin would avoid now travelling to 
Armenia, butindicated that could be 
the case: “Ofcourse, we wouldn’tlike 
the president to have to abstain from 
visits to Armenia for any reasons.” 

Russia, with a military base in 
Armenia, has long been its security 
guarantor, including managing ten- 
sions over Nagorno-Karabakh, but as 
Azerbaijan launched its offensive in 
the mountainous breakaway region, 
Moscow made clear its troops had no 
intention of intervening. 

Pashinyan criticised Moscow and 
questioned the effectiveness of the 
2,000 Russian troops deployed since 
2020 to keep peace in the region. 

Richard Giragosian, head of the 
Regional Studies Centre in Armenia’s 
capital, Yerevan, said the country’s 
decision to ratify the founding treaty 
of the ICC was the latest sign that 
Pashinyan was attempting to reduce 
Moscow’s influence. 

“The ICC ratification by Arme- 
niais mainly motivated by its desire 
to prepare legal challenges against 
Azerbaijan. But it also sends a clear 
message to Moscow,” he said. “It 
is part of a consistent escalation in 
measures taken by Armeniato stand 
up for itself and challenge its rela- 
tionship with Moscow ... Yerevan is 
seeking to diversify its security.” 

Last month, Yerevan hosted US 
troops for an unprecedented joint 
military exercise. It has also sent aid 
to Ukraine, delivered personally by 
Pashinyan’s wife, Anna Hakobyan. 

France’s foreign minister, 
Catherine Colonna, flew to Armenia 
yesterday to assess the country’s 
urgent needs as it faced an influx of 
refugees from Nagorno-Karabakh 
and the risk of Azerbaijani military 
operations onits territory, diplomats 
said. 
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Life and death on the 


Poland-Belarus b 


Poland-Belarus border i + 


oland’s defence, interior 
and foreign ministers 
lined up in front ofa 
tall, metal wall topped 
with barbed wire. 
Speaking to assembled 
television cameras, the three men 
warned of a plot against Poland, 
orchestrated by the Kremlin. 

The weapons in this “special 
operation” were not tanks or 
bombs, suggested the foreign 
minister, Zbigniew Rau, but 
people from the Middle East and 
Africa. It was only the decision of 
the patriotic Polish government 
to build the wall behind him that 
had foiled this Russian plan to sow 
discord and chaos, he said. 

“Otherwise, we would have 
become Lampedusa, buta 
Lampedusa filled with migrants 
who had been given military 
training,” Rau said, going on to 
claim, falsely, that 90% of them 
had been “recruited by the Russian 
special services”. 

Job done, the ministers headed 
back to Warsaw. Their speeches 
were fed into the daily churn 
of migration scare stories on 
pro-government television. The 
temperature rises each week, 
as Poland enters the final phase 
ofa closely contested election 
campaign. 

That same evening in late 
August, on the other side of the 
border wall, the health of 20-year- 
old Sadia Mohamed Mohamud 
was deteriorating. By then, Sadia 
had been stuck in the thin strip 
of land between the two border 
fences, Polish and Belarusian, for 
almost a month, together with a 
few fellow Somalis also trying to 
gettothe European Union. Sadia 
told the others she had left her 


conflict-torn home country in the 
hope of earning money in Europe to 
provide for her two children, who 
remained in Mogadishu. 

Speaking by phone from Belarus, 
another man from the group said 
that on one occasion some of them 
had made it to Polish territory 
through a holeinthe fence. 

Border guards materialised almost 
instantly. One of them beat Sadia 
onthe shoulders, shouting at her in 
English: “Why did you come here?" 

The Polish guards unlocked a 
gate in the wall and shoved Sadia 
and the others back to the other 
side. The group retreated through 
no man’s land, only to reach 
another fence. There, Belarusian 
border guards threatened them 
with dogs and batons, ordering 
them to turn back towards Poland. 
Sadia later made it into Polanda 
second time, but was again swiftly 
apprehended by Polish border 
guards and pushed back. 

Barred from entering the EU 
and blocked from returning to 
Belarus, the group was stuck in the 
zone between, with minimal food 
and shelter and no clean water. 
Everyone was weak, but Sadia was 


Dominika Ozynska, a Polish aid 
worker who regularly goes into the 
forest to help those who are stranded 
PHOTOGRAPH: KASIA STREK/THE GUARDIAN 


order 


in the worst state. A video taken by 
one of the group in the forest shows 
her wrapped in a sleeping bag, 
barely conscious. 

On 10 September, the group 
again begged the Belarusian guards 
toletthem out, telling them that 
Sadia was dying. Finally, the guards 
relented. Another Somali woman 
took Sadia, wrapped in a white 
blanket, by car to a house outside 
Minsk they had been told was 
safe. An ambulance was called. By 
now, Sadia was unable to speak, 
barely able to open her eyes and 
gurgling up blood. By the time the 
paramedics arrived, she was dead. 

The crisis on the border began 
in autumn 2021. A year earlier, the 
Belarusian dictator, Alexander 
Lukashenko, had crushed mass 
protests with brutal violence, 
leading to a collapse in relations 
with the EU and the imposition of 
sanctions on his regime. 

In return, Lukashenko 
threatened to flood Europe with 
*drugs and migrants". He soon 
made good on his promise. Flights 
sprang up from Middle Eastern 
cities to Minsk, bringing vulnerable 
people who had been sold the idea 
ofan easy path to Europe. 

Instead, they found themselves 
stuck in one of Europe's last 
primeval forests, which became 
a hellish no man’s land between 
a dictator bent on using them as 
political pawns and a government 
determined to keep them out. 

In response, Poland announced 
the construction ofthe border 
barrier, 5.5 metres (18ft) high and 
stretching for 186km (115 miles). 

It was completed last summer. 
Poland's government frequently 
points to the catastrophic situation 
inthe Mediterranean and claims it 
has solved its own migration issue. 
In fact, humanitarian organisations 
say the wall has increased suffering 
while doing little to stop the 
movement of people. 

On 15 October, Poles will vote in a 
knife-edge parliamentary election. 
The ruling Law and Justice 
party - whose chair once accused 
migrants of bringing *parasites 
and protozoa” to Europe - has 
been increasing its anti-migration 
rhetoric once again, in the hope of 
boosting support in its base and 
winning another term. 

In the days after Sadia died, 
the evening news on Poland's 
government-controlled television 
again featured tales of invading 
hordes of migrants laying siege 
to Europe. One Law and Justice 
campaign advert interspersed 
footage of burning cars and 
violence in western Europe with 
the prime minister, Mateusz 
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Morawiecki, taking selfies 
alongside smiling Poles. Thanks to 
Law and Justice, said Morawiecki, 
in Poland there were *no districts 
full ofillegal immigrants ... No 
horror districts". 

The emergency call came shortly 
before dusk, only a few hours after 
the three ministers had recorded 
their speeches at the border. At a 
base in a secret forest location, a 
group of humanitarian workers 
crammed hot soup, tea, clothes and 
medical supplies into backpacks. 

Dominika Ozynska, a Polish 
humanitarian worker, and Liz, 

a German doctor taking a break 
from her hospital job back home, 
set off amid the fading light by 

car, towards the GPS location pin 
they had received. They parked 

at the nearest point to the pin and 
continued on foot, clambering over 
fallen trunks until they reached 
the spot. They used no light, so as 
not to attract attention. Eventually, 
they found the eight Syrian men 
who had summoned their help, 
exhausted and disoriented. 

One of the men apologised for 
the group’s appearance in Europe, 
as if pre-empting judgment. “We 
want to work, we will work,” he 
said. Ozyfiska assured them they 
had nothing to apologise for as she 
handed out cups oftea. 

The men had been stranded in 
the forest for weeks, and this was 
the fifth time they had crossed 
into Poland, after four pushbacks 


to Belarus. This time, though, the 
group had managed to evade the 
heat sensors and soldiers stationed 
onthe border, and had made it 
deeper into Poland. Finally, they 
were able to send a pin to an SOS 
number to summon help from 
Polish activists. 

These forest missions are known 
by the activists as “interventions”, 
and they began two years ago 
as an ad hocresponse to the 
emerging crisis. These days, the 
procedures for interventions 
are more formalised, but major 
international NGOs are still absent 
from the border area. Instead, the 
burden falls on small Polish rights 
organisations, big-hearted locals 
and volunteers. By now, many are 
exhausted and burned out. 

Every intervention is different: 
some people need food or new 
shoes; others are moments from 
dying. Since the wall was built, 
there are more frequent serious 
injuries: broken pelvises and 
legs, or severe concussion. Often, 
psychological trauma is added to 
the mix. People have been warned 
the journey will be hard, but little 
can prepare them for what it's really 
like to be stuck in a forest for weeks 
on end, drinking from swamps and 
sleeping on cold, mossy ground 
amid the bugs and ticks. 

Most people who are still capable 
of walking do not want official 
medical help, because they know 
that with the ambulance come the 
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border guards, who might push 
them back to Belarus again, or 
throw them into one of Poland's 
closed detention centres. So the 
activists do what they can to patch 
them up on the spot and send them 
on their way. 

On this particular evening, Liz, 
who did not want her surname to be 
published, got to work evaluating 
the Syrian group’s medical needs. 
One man had extreme pain in his 
ribs, probably a fracture froma 
beating administered by border 
guards. Another had a deep cut 
on his leg, sliced open when he 
fell from the border fence on to 
barbed wire, recently placed at the 
bottom as well as the top of the wall 
by Polish border guards. A third 
had an abscess the size of an egg 
on his knee, from a small cut that 
had become infected during weeks 
in the forest. In the forest gloom, 
she could only offer bandages, 
painkillers and antibiotics. 

Itis legal in Poland to give 
food and medical help to those in 
need, but against the law to offer 
transport to people authorities say 
have crossed the border illegally. 
So after a couple of hours, the two 
activists wished the eight Syrian 
men the best of luck on their 
journey, and left them alone in the 
eerie forest night. They never know 
if the people they have helped will 
make it out of the forest alive. 

“It’s alla bit abstract when you 
read an article at home. And then 


V Agroup of Yemenis and 
Palestinians continue their journey 
after receiving help from a Polish 
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you come here and this crisis gets 
a face,” said Liz, in an interview 
at the base two days later. “I feela 
lot of rage and anger towards the 
whole situation. Towards Poland, 
towards Europe.” 

Lukashenko’s regime continues 
to exacerbate the crisis, allowing 
people to enter Belarus and then 
giving them equipment to help 
them get into Poland. 

“The Belarusian soldiers give 
people special tools for cutting 
the barbed wire, and things 
to dig a hole under the fence,” 
said Katarzyna Zdanowicz, the 
spokesperson for the regional 
border guard service, in an 
interview in her office in a fortified 
compound in the city of Biatystok. 


A Families from 
Syria and Iraq 
seen through 
the wall at the 
Polish-Belarus 
border. Poland’s 
barrier, below, 
completed last 
summer, runs 


Activists look 
for the body of 
aman they had 
helped earlier, 
after finding his 
backpack near 
the river. More 
than 200 people 
have gone 
missing since the 
crisis started 
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V Aid workers help a Syrian who 

crossed the border from Belarus days 
ago and was found semi-conscious in 
the forest PHOTOGRAPH: KASIA STREK 
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By mid-August this year, the 
electronic sensors on the wall had 
logged more than 20,000 crossing 
attempts for 2023 so far, up from a 
total of 16,000 in 2022, she said. 

Lukashenko's role as a supporter 
of Russia's war in Ukraine has 
further escalated tension. After 
the failed mutiny of Yevgeny 
Prigozhin, troops from his Wagner 
group relocated to Belarus over 
the summer. Lukashenko “joked” 
about the Wagner fighters planning 
to invade Poland. In late July, three 
Belarusian military helicopters flew 
over the border town of Biatowieza. 

In response, Poland ordered an 
extra 10,000 troops to the border 
region. So far, Wagner troops have 
not come close to the border, but 
the additional soldiers make it even 
harder for people who make it over 
the wall to pass further into Poland 
undetected. Most roads close to the 
border have police checkpoints, 
where officers stop cars and scan 
the skin colour of the passengers. 

This has led to more pushbacks, 
as well as far more testimony of 
violence by Polish border guards. 
Zdanowicz said guards would 
not push back someone who 
had claimed asylum in Poland, 
and denied there had been any 
unprovoked violence. Activists say 
both of these claims are untrue. 

Since Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine in February 2022, Poland 
has welcomed millions of Ukrainian 
refugees. Authorities and people 


came together in aresponse of 
compassion and generosity to offer 
support to fleeing Ukrainians. For 
the far smaller numbers of people 
coming from farther away, and with 
a different skin colour, the message 
is very different. 

“From the beginning the whole 
thing has been portrayed asa 
security threat instead of ahuman 
story,” said Ala Qandil, of Grupa 
Granica, an umbrella group of 
activists and humanitarian workers 
at the border. “We just want the 
people crossing the border to be 
seen as human beings.” 

Instead, the dehumanisation 
is increasing. On the same day as 
the election, Poles will be asked to 
vote in a referendum. One question 
will ask if they wish to remove 
the border wall. Another asks: 

“Do you support the admission of 
thousands of illegal immigrants 
from the Middle East and Africa?” 

In recent days, the news on 
government-controlled TVP 
has been presented live from 
Lampedusa, with correspondents 
explaining the difference between 
Europe’s general migration policy 
and Poland’s tough stance. The 
ticker headline to a story on the 
news one evening recently was a 
single word: “Invasion”. It is an 
unsubtle attempt by the Law and 
Justice party to win backing in the 
run-up to an election that could 
turn ona tiny number of voters. 

Keen not to appear soft on 
migration, the main opposition 
coalition, led by the former 
European Council president Donald 
Tusk, is extending one foot on 
to the government’s turf. “Never 
in history have Poland’s borders 
been so open to legal and illegal 
migrants,” said Tusk, accusing the 
ruling party of talking tough while 
stealthily letting in migrants. 

More than 200 people are still 
missing since the crisis at the 
border started. At least 49 deaths 
have been documented. The real 
figures are almost certainly much 
higher, especially as there is so little 
information from the Belarusian 
side of the border. Many of these 
deaths were preventable. Often, 
people died within 100 metres of 
a village, a police patrol or a road 
where help could have been given. 

On the Belarusian side, people 
have died within days of being 
pushed back by Polish border 
guards. In the past month, there 
have been credible reports of four 
people dying on the Belarusian side 
after they were pushed back from 
Poland. People have died ofthirst 
with Polish territory visible a few 
metres away. It is illegal for activists 
to come within 15 metres ofthe 
wall, meaning they cannot throw 
provisions over. 

Małgorzata Rycharska, an 
activist in Poland who fields calls 
from those stuck in the grey zone 
between the border fences, said it 
can be unbearably hard to explain 
to people that no help can reach 
them. “It’s always the same,’ she 
said. “They call and say: ‘We are 
here, we have no water, no food 
and our battery is going to die. Can 
you help us?’ And then we have to 
explain that no one will come.” 


Additional reporting 
Katarzyna Piasecka 
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Iran's morality police 
beat girl, 16, into a 
coma, activists say 


The hospitalisation of a 16-year-old 
girl in Tehran has led to accusations 
by a rights group and activists that 
she was beaten into a coma by Iran’s 
feared morality police, putting the 
country back on edge a year after 
mass protests erupted over the treat- 
ment of women. 

Footage of the incident showed a 
girl being carried off a train by other 
girls ata metro station and placed on 
the platform, where she stays still, 
apparently unconscious. 

According to Hengaw, an exiled 


human rights organisation, Armita 
Geravand suffered a “severe phys- 
ical assault” by the morality police 
for not complying with national rules 
on the hijab. 

State-run media, which published 
the edited footage, claimed the girl 
had instead fainted owing to a drop 
in blood pressure, leading her to hit 
the side of the train carriage. 

The published footage does not 
show what happened inside the train, 
only the girl walking on and then 
being carried out, apparently by her 
friends. The low-quality video does 
not show clearly what type of head 
covering, if any, she was wearing. 

The government's official news 


agency, Fars, published an inter- 
view with the girl's parents, in which 
they say she was not attacked. The 
father is recorded as saying: “We have 
checked allthe videos and it has been 
proved to us that this incident was 
an accident.” 

He added: “We request people to 
pray for our child’s recovery.” 

Iranian authorities have pub- 
lished forced interviews with family 
members in the past, leading to accu- 
sations online that the parents were 
coerced into speaking. 

A journalist from the reformist 
newspaper Shargh who had been 
trying to cover the story by going 
to the hospital was briefly arrested. 
Access to the hospital has since been 
restricted by police. 

The incident, and the conflicting 
explanations, have drawn close par- 
allels to the events that preceded the 
death of a Kurdish woman, Mahsa 
Amini, who had been arrested for not 
complying with hijab rules. 

Authorities insisted Aminisuffered 
aneurological disorder that led her to 
collapse inside a police station. Her 
family never accepted the explana- 
tion for her subsequent death in a 


coma, andsaid they had been denied 
the right to choose the doctor to con- 
duct a postmortem. 

Since then, Iranian authorities 
have been trying to re-enforce the 
compulsory hijab for women, includ- 
ing passing new legislation, but in 
parts of some cities the requirement 
is ignored. Security officers often 
patrol at train stations in Tehran. 

Since Amini’s death the level of 
state censorship has risen and two 
of the journalists that reported on 
Amini’s fate remain in jail, accused 
of colluding with outside powers. 
Some reformist newspapers have 
been closed. 

Onsocial mediait has been claimed 
that history is repeating itself and 
that Iranian officials are now involved 
in a fabricated story, similar to the 
alleged cover-up after Amini’s death. 
Atminimum, the episode underlines 
the distrust of government officials 
and state-affiliated media. 

The lawyer for Aminiis currently in 
court accused of propaganda against 
the regime, including challenging 
the official forensic accounts of her 
death and speaking to local and for- 
eign media about Iran. 


Cranberry 
plunge 
Visitors stand 
knee-deep in 
acranberry 
bogin Bala, 
Ontario, 
Canada, to 
celebrate 

the annual 
harvest. The 
beds where 
the cranberries 
aregrownare 
floodedinthe 
autumn prior 
to harvesting. 
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China censors photo of athletes 
with reference to 1989 massacre 


my Hawkins 
Senior China correspondent 


A photograph of two Chinese ath- 
letes hugging after a race has been 
censored on Chinese social media 
because the women’s race numbers 
inadvertently formed a reference to 
the Tiananmen Square massacre. 
Lin Yuwei and Wu Yanni, China's 
entrants in the women's 100m hur- 
dles final, embraced after the race at 
the Asian Games in Hangzhou. Lin 
won gold witha time of 12.74 seconds. 
A photograph of the two women in 
profile showed Lin's lane number, 6, 


The image, censored due 
to the ‘6/4’ lane numbers 


rps 


meist 


nextto Wu’s lane number, 4. “6/4” isa 
common reference to the Tiananmen 
Square massacre in the early hours of 
4 June 1989. Discussion of the killings 
and the protests that preceded them 
are strictly controlled in China. 

Posts on Weibo that mentioned 
the two athletes hugging showed 
grey squares where the photograph 
should have been. 

The censorship was not compre- 
hensive. Some Chinese news articles 
showed pictures of the two women 
hugging, including their lane num- 
bers. Internet censorship in China, 
particularly of images, is often done 
onanad-hocbasis with human mon- 
itors deciding which posts to restrict. 

In 2017, Weibo, one of China’s 
biggest social media platforms with 
nearly 600m monthly users, said it 
employed 1,000 “supervisors” to 
report on “pornographic, illegal and 


harmful” content. The race, which 
took place on China’s National Day 
on 1 October, was overshadowed by 
another controversy involving Wu. 

She was given ared card at the start 
of the race fora false start. After pro- 
testing against the decision she was 
allowed to run, finishing second. 
Shortly after the race, however, Wu 
was disqualified, allowing India’s 
Jyothi Yarraji to claim silver. 

That Wu had been allowed to run 
at all prompted concern that race 
officials were reluctant to disqualify 
one of China’s star athletes, regard- 
less of sporting rules. Mark Dreyer, a 
China-based sports analyst who was 
in the stadium for the event, wrote 
afterwards: “It just felt like the local 
officials needed to find a way to let 
Wu run? 


Additional research Chi Hui Lin 


Spain 
Socialist leader invited 
to form government 


Spain’s acting prime minister, the 
socialist leader Pedro Sanchez, 
has been invited to try to form 

a government two months after 
July’s inconclusive snap general 
election, and four days after the 
leader of the conservative People’s 
party, Alberto Núñez Feijoo, failed 
in his bid to take office. 

Sánchez has until 27 November 
to put his candidacy before MPs in 
an investiture debate and vote. 

If he proves unsuccessful, 
parliament will be dissolved and 
Spain will return to the polls in 
mid-January for its sixth general 
election in nine years. 

Sam Jones Madrid 


Thailand 
Boy arrested after two 
killed in mall shooting 


A 14-year-old boy was arrested 
after two people were killed 
yesterday in a shooting at a busy 
luxury shopping centre in central 
Bangkok. A Chinese national and 
a Burmese national were killed in 
the incident at Siam Paragon mall, 
according to Thailand's national 
police chief, Torsak Sukvimol. 

A further five people were 
injured. Their condition was 
unclear last night. In footage 
showing the moment the suspect 
was apprehended by police, the 
teenager could be seen kneeling 
and putting his hands in the air. 
Rebecca Ratcliffe and Navaon 
Siradapuvadol Bangkok 


Caribbean 
End monkey cull, say 
animal welfare experts 


Seventy-five animal welfare 
organisations and experts have 
called on Sint Maarten in the 
Caribbean to stop its attempt to cull 
all the territory's vervet monkeys. 

The Dutch territory is funding a 
non-profit organisation to eradicate 
the “nuisance” species. The animal 
advocacy non-profit Born Free USA 
says experts are ready to support 
the government with a humane 
sterilisation programme. 

A petition backing non-lethal 
measures has amassed 3,742 
signatures. However, the Nature 
Foundation Sint Maarten, which is 
carrying out the cull, has said the 
project is a necessity. Rebecca Bird 
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destroyed just as our country was 
destroyed.” 

Among the recently republished 
works is the second part of El 
Eternauta - an updated and more 
politicised version originally 
released in 1976, after Argentina’s 
armed forces launched a coup 
d'état. By this time Oesterheld and 
his four daughters had become 
involved in radical leftwing politics 
-anew resistance against the 
military rulers, who murdered up 
to 30,000 people in the name of 
abattle waged by *western and 
s Christian civilisation" against 


Argentina 
Murdered 
comic writer 
dragged into go 
culture wars E x. "l| Tad 


Marxist unbelievers. 


m A Over 18 months during 1976-77, DAS 
When it first appeared in 1957, El. | A Héctor Oesterheld, his wife and Oesterheld’s daughters and their part of Argentina’s reckoning with 
Uki Goñi Eternauta was a work of uncanny four daughters. The writer and his partners were murdered by the dictatorship-era crimes. 
Buenos Aires speculative fiction published atthe | children were murdered inthe1970s | dictatorship, their exact fate still But the fragile consensus 
high point of Argentina’s golden PHOTOGRAPH: HECTOR OESTERHELD unknown. regarding the dictatorship and its 

he story tells ofa age of comic books; by the time Oesterheld’s German surname crimes is at risk of being shattered 

masked figure who Oesterheld and his familyhadbeen | filming fora Netflix series based sounded Jewish to Argentina’s by aswell of support for the 

joins an isolated band murdered by the armed forces in on El Eternauta recently began in conspiracy-minded military rulers, | pro-dictatorship, anti-abortion, 

to mount a seemingly late 1970s, it seemed more likea Buenos Aires. But as Argentina who often singled out Jewish extreme capitalist agenda of Milei 

hopeless resistance grim allegory for the country. heads into a bitterly contested families for extermination. He and Villarruel, who repeat like a 

against sinister forces At home, Oesterheld has long general election, Oesterheld, his went into hiding and continued mantra that they are waging anew 
that have seized control of planet been a revered symbol of artistic family and his literary legacy have to release new works but in April battle against “cultural Marxism”. 
Earth. The eponymous hero of resilience under oppression, been dragged into the ugly culture 1977 he was seized andtakentothe | Villarruel has repeatedly trolled 
Héctor Oesterheld’s comic serial El | and El Eternauta remains one of wars fomented by the libertarian army’s clandestine Vesubio prison, | victims ofthe dictatorship, 
Eternauta - the traveller through Argentina’s most-loved graphic frontrunner, Javier Milei, and his where torture, murder and rape including the Oesterheld family. 
eternity - fights in a world where novels. Now, his works arereaching | running mate, Victoria Villarruel. were the norm. He was last seen Decades after his death, 
humans have been turned against a wider audience with critically “El Eternauta was a parallel of alive by another prisoner some Oesterheld's ghost seems to have 
each other, and grapples with his acclaimed English-language what happened to Argentina, what | timearound January 1978. taken on the role of his fictional 
own doubts that individuals can translations of El Eternauta and happened to me,’ said the author's In 2014, three retired servicemen | “traveller through eternity", 
make any difference in the face of Oesterheld's biographies of Eva widow, Elsa Oesterheld, before were given life sentences for their reappearing to champion the ideals 
inhuman horrors. Perón and Che Guevara, while her death in 2015. *My family was partinthe crimes at the camp as ofresistance and collective action. 
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Meta may charge EU users €13 a 
month to use apps without ads 


Mark Zuckerberg's Meta is consider- 
ing charging users in the EU €13 (£11) 
amonth to access an ad-free version 
of Instagram or Facebook on their 
phones, as the company grapples 
with regulatory pressure on how it 
uses people’s data. 

Meta is also mulling a €17 charge 
to use Instagram and Facebook with- 
out adverts on desktops, according 
to sources close to the discussions. 
Accessing both apps on smartphones 
would cost about €19 amonth. 

The social media company is con- 
sidering the charges after a July ruling 
by the European court of justice, 
the highest in the EU. The Luxem- 
bourg-based court stated that under 
Europe’s General Data Protection 
Regulation (GDPR) Facebook can- 
not justify using personal details to 


target people with personalised ads 
- its core means of earning money 
from operating the platform - unless 
it receives their consent first. 

The use of subscription charges 
as an alternative was mooted in the 
court ruling, which raised the possi- 
bility of charging an “appropriate fee” 
to access an ad-free version. 

Meta is discussing its plans with 
Ireland’s Data Protection Commis- 
sion, which regulates the business 
across the EU because Meta’s regional 
baseisin Dublin, and with European 
officials in Brussels. 

It was also reported this week by 
news site TechCrunch that TikTokis 
about to test an ad-free service for 
$4.99 (£4.10) amonth for users in an 
unnamed English-speaking market 
outside the US. 

According to the Wall Street Jour- 
nal, Meta’s ad-free plan is called 
SNA, which stands for “subscrip- 
tion no ads”, and would give users 


Mooted monthly cost to access an 
ad-free version of both Facebook 
and Instagram on an EU mobile 


the choice of continuing to access 
Facebook or Instagram for free with 
personalised adverts, or paying for 
ad-free versions. 

The plan could beintroduced next 
month because Meta has until the 
end of Novemberto comply with the 
ECJruling. However, itis understood 


that regulators are looking at the size 
of the fees and whether they are too 
expensive for people who don’t want 
to be targeted by adverts. 

A Meta spokesperson said: “Meta 
believes in the value of free services 
which are supported by personalised 
ads. However, we continue to explore 
options to ensure we comply with 
evolving regulatory requirements.” 

A leading campaigner against 
Meta’s data practices said he would 
fight the proposals “up and down the 
courts” ifthe subscription fees were 
implemented. Max Schrems, who has 
brought successful legal complaints 
against Zuckerberg’s platforms, said 
the proposals were tantamount to 
paying for fundamental rights. 

“Fundamental rights cannot be for 
sale,” he said. “Are we going to pay for 
the right to vote or the right to free 
speech next? This would mean that 
only the rich can enjoy these rights, at 
atime when many people are strug- 
gling tomake ends meet. Introducing 
this idea in the area of your right to 
data protection is a major shift.” 

Zuckerberg, Meta’s founder and 
CEO, said in a US Senate hearing 
“there will always be a version of 
Facebook that is free”, although he 
added that he would “certainly con- 
sider” a paid service. 


No further rise 
in prices likely 
this year as cost 
inflation eases, 
Says Greggs 


Greggs, Britain’s biggest bakery 
chain, said yesterday that it had no 
plans to raise prices before Christmas 
after its cost inflation eased and sales 
soared over the last three months. 

The retailer had raised its prices in 
June, when some products went up 
by between 5p and 1op. 

“We don’t have any plans cur- 
rently to take any further price rises 
pre-Christmas,” the chief executive, 
Roisin Currie, told Reuters. 

She said the cost of commodities 
such as dairy and vegetable oils had 
eased, while energy prices were less 
volatile than last year. 

However, she warned there was 
still significant inflation in the mar- 
ket, particularly in staff wages and on 
meat and other proteins. 

Currie said wages made up 40% 
of Greggs’ costs and noted that the 
legal minimum wage was due to rise 
by more than 5% in April - suggest- 
ing the group might push through 
further price rises for its customers 
after Christmas - but it hoped to off- 
set inflation with cost savings. 

The baker, known for its sausage 
rolls and their vegan equivalents, 
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The bakery chain is planning 
to open more outlets in railway 
stations and at airports PHOTOGRAPH: 
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Roisin Currie 
Greggs chief executive 


said like-for-like salesin shops open 
more than a year had risen by 1496 
in the 13 weeks to 30 September. It 
stuck with its estimates for the full 
year despite “the uncertainty in the 
economy asa whole". 

Greggs has expanded into offer- 
ingfoodinthe evenings andisrolling 
outits delivery service with a second 
partner, Uber Eats, after a trial. 

The company opened 144 shops 
and closed 62, resulting in a total 
of 2,410 outlets - a slightly slower 
pace of expansion than hoped for. It 
planstoopen more shops in railway 


A i 
stations and airports to capitalise 
on the popularity of its pizza deals. 
Evening trade made up 8.8% of sales 
in the quarter. 

Russell Pointon of the investment 
research firm Edison Group said: 
“Greggs’ success lies in its strategic 
initiatives, including space expan- 
sion, new menu options and the 
expansion of evening trade. 

“Their partnership with Uber Eats, 
alongside Just Eat, for delivery ser- 
vices further broadens their reach 
and caters to the changing prefer- 
ences of consumers.” 


Boohoo suffers 
amid high 
street revival 
and Shein's 
stellar growth 


Boohoo has warned that sales will fall 
by more than expected this year as 
shoppers buy fewer items than hoped 
for amid heavy competition from its 
Chinese rival Shein and the revival of 
high street shopping. 

The online fast fashion specialist 
said it expected annual sales to fall 
by between 12% and 17%, against a 
maximum 5% drop previously fore- 
cast, as analysts said the group had 
lost market share despite price cuts. 

Boohoo’s sales are shrinking after 
a boom during the pandemic, when 
high street stores had to close. Sales 
fell 17% to £729m in the six months 
to 31 August. 

It said sales of its core brands 
Boohoo, Pretty Little Thing, Karen 
Millen and Debenhams had fallen 
by 10%, in line with the wider online 
fashion market, while those at its 
new labels, including Oasis, Ware- 
house, Dorothy Perkins and Burton, 
were even weaker. Shoppers have 
returned to the high street to try on 
outfits, while the cost-of-living crisis 
has made them think twice about the 
delivery and returns charges. 

Rising costs amid worker short- 
ages and increases in the minimum 
wage prompted Boohoo tointroduce 
a £1.99 returns charge last summer. 

Itisalsofacingheavy competition 
from Shein, which uses social media 
to push cheap garments, as well as 
sites such as Vinted and Depop that 
have made iteasier for people to buy 
and sell secondhand clothing. 

Louise Déglise-Favre, an apparel 
specialist at industry analysts 
GlobalData, said: “[Boohoo’s] strug- 
gles are largely due to the meteoric 
rise of Shein, which has jumped to 
the top of the ultra-fast fashion game 
and continues to steal market share. 
Shein is more agile than Boohoo 
and offers unbeatable low prices ... 
Paradoxically, the group hasalso suf- 
fered from growing criticism from 
some consumers against fast fash- 
ion, decrying its environmental and 
social impacts.” 
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Analysts said Boohoo's sales 
had fallen despite it cutting prices 
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Freezing 
bands raises 
the tax take 


The prime minister, leading the 
biggest tax-raising parliament since 
the 1950s, has come under intense 
pressure from Tory MPs pushing for 
pre-election giveaways. 

According to the Institute for 
Fiscal Studies, tax revenues are 
on track to rise from about 33% of 
national income in 2019 to about 
37% in 2024 - the equivalent of 
£100bn more a year, or about 
£3,500 on average for each 
household in Britain. Much of this 
is due to Rishi Sunak, when he was 
chancellor, freezing income tax 
thresholds for four years, a policy 
continued by Jeremy Hunt. 

This results in what economists 
call “fiscal drag” - when tax 


Business 


thresholds do not keep up with the 
rising cost of living, pulling more 
people into higher tax brackets. 

Last November, the Office for 
Budget Responsibility estimated 
that an additional £26bn a year 
would be raised by freezing the 
income tax personal allowance at 
£12,570 and higher rate threshold at 
£50,270, relative to allowing them 
to rise in line with inflation. 

In the financial year 2012-13, the 
earliest for which we have data, 25.7 
million people in the UK were in 
the basic 20% tax band - 84% of all 
income tax payers. This proportion 
stayed relatively unchanged over 
the next four years. Since 2019-20, 
however, the salary at which people 
start to pay the higher 40% rate of 
tax has been fixed at £50,000. It is 
at this point that we can see a big 
increase in the fiscal drag effect. 

Even between the years 2019- 

20 and 2020-21, the proportion of 
people paying the higher rate rose 
from 12.2% to 12.6%. 

HMRC has not yet published 
detailed data for the last two 
financial years. But headline figures 
for the number oftaxpayers paying 
each rate of tax show the fiscal 
drag in effect. They reveal that, as 
a result of these frozen thresholds 
since 2019-20, the proportion of 
taxpayers paying the higher rate 
of tax has increased from 12.2% to 
15.6% - or by 28% - in four years. 


Fiscal drag has led to more people falling into higher tax bands 


Number of taxpayers in each gross annual income group in 2012-13 Wi 2020-21 


20% tax band in 2012-13 


25.7m people were in the basic 2096 tax 
ı band - 8496 of all income taxpayers 
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| In 2020-21, 4m people or 12.696 of income taxpayers were paying i 
' the higher rate, up from 12.2% in 2012-13. Headline figures from i 


Increase in taxpayers 
since 2012-13 


| HMRC reveal this expanded to 15.6% in 2023-24 
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is treated as zero. While numbers show all income tax payers including state-pension earners, the chart plots only working-age people, due to availability of data 
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China 


Red flags? Mixed messaging 


from Beijing 


leaves businesses 


questioning their investment 


Amy Hawkins 
Senior China correspondent 


n July 2021, Chinese markets 

braced for a major launch. 

Syngenta, the Swiss agritech 

giant, filed fora $10bn 

(£8.3bn) listing on Shanghai’s 

Star market, a tech-focused 
stock exchange. 

Itshould have been a win-win 
for China; Syngenta said it would 
invest some ofthe new financing 
into agricultural technology, 
promising an injection of cash into 
an important sector. But, more than 
two years later, Syngenta still has 
not listed. 

Beijing insists that China is open 
for business and is committed to 
supporting the private sector. But a 
renewed focus on national security 
coupled with rising geopolitical 
tensions is damaging confidence. 
Speaking in Beijing last week, 
Valdis Dombrovskis, the EU's trade 
commissioner, said that European 
businesses were “questioning their 
position" in the world's second- 
largest economy. 

In September, the chambers 
of commerce of the EU and US 
published gloomy reports about 
the state of business in China. Of 
the companies surveyed by the 
American chamber, 5296 said they 
were optimistic about the next five 
years - a record low. The European 
chamber's report lambasted 
Beijing's *mixed messaging", 
which it said was eroding 
confidence. 

*The level of ambiguity has 
become more prominent over 
the past year;" Jens Eskelund, 
the president ofthe European 
chamber, told the Guardian. 

Syngenta's caseis a textbook 
example ofthe growing difficulties 
facing Chinese and foreign 
businesses alike in China. After 
falling out with the Star market, 
for reasons that remain unclear, 
the company won approval in June 
fromthe Shanghai stock exchange. 
Andalthough international banks 
including UBS, HSBC and JP 
Morgan have reportedly been vying 
to work on the multimillion-dollar 
deal, geopolitical pressures have 
threatened to derail the listing. 

Syngenta is owned by 
ChemChina, a state-owned 
chemical company that is 
associated with China’s military, 
according to the US defence 
department. This means that, ata 
minimum, American banks could 
be subject to greater scrutiny from 
US regulators if they facilitate the 


> Syngenta crops in South Africa. 
The company has yet to gain a listing 
on Shanghai's Star market 
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Syngenta listing, which in turn 
could portend greater regulatory 
challenges. 

But there are barriers from the 
Chinese side, too. At the start 
ofthis year the China Securities 
Regulatory Commission (CSRC) 
introduced a “traffic light" system 
for listings to direct funding 
into strategic areas, with local 
companies in certain industries 
such as Covid-19 testing and 
alcohol banned from China's main 
stock markets. 

Chinese companies wanting 
to list overseas face even more 
hurdles. In March, the CSRC 
issued a new set of rules governing 
international IPOs (initial public 
offerings). Buried among the 
25 regulations was an article that 
states that firms may not *distort 
or derogate the national laws and 
policies, business environment and 
judicial situation". 

That puts companies ina 
*catch-22 situation", according 
to Henry Gao, alaw professor at 
Singapore Management University. 
“If [companies] don't comply 
with Chinese rules, they won't 
beable to get the approval for 
the overseas listing; but if they 
follow the Chinese rules, they 
could be sued by the foreign 
exchanges and shareholders for 
misrepresentation." 

Last year, for example, Ming 
Yang Smart Energy Group, a 
Guangdong-based renewables 
company, listed on the London 
Stock Exchange, raising $657m. 
Its prospectus for the listing noted 
that the Chinese legal system is 


US companies surveyed that were 
optimistic about business in China 
over the next five years, a record low 


based *on government policies 
and internal rules (some of which 
are not published on a timely 
basis or at all) that may havea 
retroactive effect". 

Such a disclosure, which is 
legally required by international 


‘Tf businesses follow 
Chinese rules, they 


could be sued by 
foreign shareholders' 


Henry Gao 
Law professor, Singapore 


stock exchanges, may now violate 
Chinese rules. 

Such measures mean that China 
has moved further away from 
market norms in a number of key 
areas, according to the Rhodium 
Group thinktank. 

This month, Beijing said it would 
create a new body to support the 
private sector in a bid to boost 
confidence. Businesses have 
been hammered by a two-year 
regulatory crackdown on some of 
China's biggest tech, property and 
education companies. 

In June, Beijing introduced 
acounter-espionage law which 
stated the unauthorised obtaining 
of *documents, data, materials" 
could constitute a spying offence. 
The vague wording of the law 
spooked many businesspeople. 

*How can you ensure that you 
are not inadvertently transmitting a 
state secret if you are not clear what 
is a state secret?" said Eskelund. 

Thelaw came months after 
police visited the offices of 
several western consultancies 
and due diligence firms and, in 
the case of one, Mintz, detained 
five employees and fined the 
company $1.5m. 

Some ofthese visits are thought 
to berelated to research done in 
areas deemed to be sensitive, such 
as Xinjiang supply chains and 
semiconductors. 

*Frustration with the Chinese 
business environment had been 
building for a long time;" said 
an American consultant and 
investor who left China in 2020. He 
noted that many of the policies, 
particularly regarding the handling 
of data, have been in place since 
before Xi Jinping came to power 
in 2012. 

Xi'srule has been characterised 
by arenewed focus on national 
security, with local and foreign 
businesses expected to support the 
priorities of Beijing, rather than the 
bottom line. While no one expects 
international firms to withdraw 
fromthe country altogether, the 
sparkle ofthe Chinese market may 
be starting to lose its shine. 


Evergrande 
shares rise 

as trading in 
crisis-hit firm 
resumes 


Julia Kollewe 


Shares in the embattled Chinese prop- 
erty developer Evergrande jumped 
after trading resumed in Hong Kong 
after their suspension last week. The 
shares soared more than 40% early 
onand closed up 28%. 

Trading in Evergrande and its 
property services and electric vehi- 
cle subsidiaries had been suspended 
on Thursday aftera Bloomberg report 
saying the company’s billionaire 
chairman and founder, Hui Ka Yan, 
was under police surveillance. 

On Friday, the company said Hui 
was being investigated over sus- 
pected “illegal crimes”. Evergrande 
said ina statement on Monday night: 
“There is currently no other inside 
information in relation to the com- 
pany that needs to be disclosed.” 

Last week's trading halt came a 
month after the 17-month suspen- 
sion in the shares was lifted. 

The woes of Evergrande have 
almost wiped out its stock market 
value, which has fallen nearly 99% 
since July 2020 to HK$0.41 (£0.04). 
The company, China’s biggest prop- 
erty developer, has struggled undera 
$300bn (£248bn) debt mountain, and 
it defaulted on its offshore debts late 
in 2021, when government officials 
tightened scrutiny on the real estate 
sector. It is at the heart of a property 
sector crisis that has dragged down 
China’s economic growth. 

The crisis deepened last week 
when Evergrande’s main division in 
China, Hengda Real Estate, defaulted 
on 4bn yuan (£457m) of debt, and said 
it was unable to sell new debt due to 
an investigation. 

“The trading resumption may have 
fuelled speculation that there may be 
progress in restructuring,” Linus Yip, 
the chief strategist at First Shanghai 
Securities, told Reuters. 

Evergrande needs to obtain cred- 
itors’ approval for restructuring its 
offshore debt. The company filed for 
bankruptcy protection in the US in 
August to protect its assets while it 
tries to restructure its debts. 

Reuters reported last week that a 
large Evergrande offshore creditor 
group was planning tojoina liquida- 
tion court petition filed against the 
developer if it did not submit a new 
debt restructuring plan by the end 
of October. 

Some analysts say that after the 
latest setbacks the debt restructur- 
ing plan is likely to fail and the risks 
ofthe company being liquidated are 
increasing. The developer is due a 
court hearing in Hong Kong on 30 
October on a winding-up petition 
that could force it into liquidation. 

China’s property sector remains 
inturmoil, with other big developers 
failing to complete housing projects, 
triggering protests and mortgage boy- 
cotts from homebuyers. 
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Jo is a top selling writer and 
filmmaker who tries to bring as 
much natural light into her day as 
possible. Whether that’s getting up 
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in the evening on her next book 
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was identified (with the help of X Athens £9 Malaga 
awarden from the local country Jk Auckland 4$» Melb'rne 
park) as being from a Chinese water | &, Baires ££ MexicoC 
deer (Hydropotes inermis). 4» Bangkok > Miami 

AA The deer is a shy species firmly X- Barcelona © Milan 

Cold front established in the east of England. X Basra @ Mombasa 
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Trough for seeing offrivals in the rutting £5 Cairo 20; Oslo 
season, which can be swivelled to 9; Cape Town £5 Paris 
avoid getting in the way of eating. ££» Chicago OX Perth 

High tides Source: © Crown Copyright. All rights reserved. Times are local UK times Sun & Lighting Though classed as an alien Eos Corfu A Prague 
species, it is fortunate they found 4 Dakar £ Reykjavik 

Moon up ahomein the UK because they are 49» Dhaka 49» RiodeJ 
disappearing in their native China. &® Dublin > Rome 

Aberdeen 0506 4.2m 1731 3.9m London Bridge 0538 6.8m 1753 7.1m Belfast 854 to 0734 Anestimated 10% of the world’s ©, Florence & Shanghai 
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Farewell Franny 


Lee was a spiritual 


link between City's 


original golden age 


and Guardiolas stars 


Paul Hayward 


A Francis Lee, a 
Manchester City 
player who carried a 
swagger, prepares to 
shoot at West Ham's 
Upton Park in 1968 


PAIMAGES 


rancis ‘Franny’ Lee was the unstoppable 
winger today's Premier League clubs 
are always trying to find. Nowadays, 
£70m will buy you only bits of what 

Lee brought to Manchester City's wide 
attacking. And he was the shrewd 
entrepreneur many current players 
would love to be. 

“A fighting cock of a player, dynamic and 
pugnacious,” is how the late James Lawton described 
Lee in his book, Forever Boys, a description borne out 
in late 1960s footage of him not only bamboozling 
Bobby Moore with his positional sense but knocking 
the England captain flat on his back in a challenge. 

Lee, who has died aged 79, is often cast as the bridge 
between City's earthy Maine Road past and the Pep 
Guardiola era's showbiz. This is stretching a factual 
point (Lee's formal involvement with the club ended in 
1998) but spiritually it felt true. Lee carried a swagger 
that evoked City's first golden age in the 1960s and 
1970s under Joe Mercer and Malcolm Allison. 

Lee crammed many lives into his 79-year trajectory: 
Bolton, City and Derby barnstormer, England star 
atthe 1970 World Cup in Mexico, toilet roll tycoon, 
City chairman and successful racehorse trainer. 

His essential nature was unchanged by personal 
reinvention or wealth. His was a relatable generation 
of household names. They liked a drink and lived by 
anecdote. Time has swept away many ofthe great 
footballers ofthe 1960s and has now come calling for 
those ofthe 70s. 

Every now and then the game loses a great player 
whose type is badly missed in today's Premier League. 


Lee was a destructive, aggressive winger capable of 
barrelling past three opponents. But then he would 
charge inside and fire rockets off muddy ground past 
goalkeepers. That combination is rare now, when 
speed and a few stepovers have turned some wingers 
into £80m buys. 


ee scored 148 times in 330 appearances 
for City. He won the league with City 
and Derby and the FA Cup, League Cup 
and European Cup Winners' Cup while 
at Maine Road. Self-doubt wasn't in 
his make up. Researching a biography 
ofthe England men’s football team, I 
asked him whether Alf Ramsey's 1970 
side was better than his 1966 World Cup-winning 
one. “Yes, because I was init,” he said. I assumed he 
was joking, until encountering his account of Allison 
tapping him up in the Bolton social club. Allison told 
him he would make him a “great” player, to which Lee 
replied: “Well, thank you very much, but I think Pm 
pretty good right now.” 
And he was. All 11 players chosen by Ramsey for 
the 1970 World Cup game against Brazil achieved 
immortality with the quality of their play in a tight, 
thrilling game. Geoff Hurst once explained the value of 
getting the ball to Lee: “He’s a very positive player. He 
gets hold of the ball and goes straight at people very, 
very quickly. He’s strong and courageous. People can’t 
knock him off the ball and he'll take two or three on.” 
In business, Lee was no less enterprising. In the 
Manchester City Football Book (1968) he wrote: “I was 
once told that you cannot successfully mix business 
and soccer. I didn’t believe it - and immediately set out 
to prove my point. One thriving wastepaper concern, a 
launderette and hairdressing salon later, plus England 
honours and a First Division Championship medal, I 
think I have rammed home the message.” 
At a golf club dinner, Lee met a window cleaner 
called Peter James whose “honesty” impressed him. 
In bad weather, James would collect wastepaper to 
maintain his income. Soon Lee was driving a lorry to 
collect discarded paper. “Phase two” as he called it was 
launderettes, followed by a “woman’s [sic] club-cum- 
boutique” in Bolton, with “sauna baths, hairdressing 
salons, scope for every kind of beauty treatments, one or 
two shops and relaxation rooms, and a dining room”. 
It was, he admitted, an “ambitious” 


Every now plan. Buta historian of health 
dth clubs and wellness could call him 

ana then a pioneer. He was a millionaire by 

the game 30 - highly bees in E ed 
More pertinent to football is the 

loses agreat confirmation these tales provide 

player of Lee's restlessness and grit. His 
punch-up with Norman Hunter 

whose typ e stemmed from his refusalto be halted 

1s badly by intimidation or the threshing 

missed machine of English tackling in his era. 

; 3 *You just give him the ball and 

in today S let him do the rest,” said Colin 

Premier Bell, who was no slouch himself in 
possession, as the most stylish, rangy 

League player in that City side. Lee, Bell 


and Mike Summerbee were City’s 
answer to Manchester United’s holy trinity of Best, Law 
and Charlton. Blessed were the football watchers of 
Manchester when all that talent and charisma was not 
only on display but still rooted in the community. 

The “Francis Lee surge”, as it was known at the 
time, was a thing of terrible beauty. Often referred to 
as stocky, Lee nevertheless carried menacing pace and 
soft feet towards the barrier of brutal defending. 

In December 1974, he returned to Maine Road as 
a Derby player and scored beautifully from 20 yards 
in a 2-1 win. Barry Davies framed his most immortal 
commentary around that surge. “Interesting - very 
interesting!” is a line that entered popular culture. 

It also perfectly describes Franny Lee’s life. 


Obituary Journal, page 6 > 
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Cricket World Cup countdown 


Livingstone leads list 


of explosive performers 


determined to deliver _ 


ark Ramprakash 


Liam Livingstone 

England 

Players like Livingstone never lead 
the scoring charts: for them it’s not 
about the volume of runs, it’s about 
making a decisive contribution at a 
key moment to get their team over 
the line. In the recent series against 
New Zealand he scored a brilliant, 
unbeaten 95 in the second game 
when England were up againstit. 
From 28 for four they went on to 
make 226 and win. That will have 
done wonders for his confidence. It 
is really important to judge players 
like Livingstone fairly - they often 
walk to the wicket with their team 
either 300 for four or 50 for four 
and in either case their job is not 
the same as the people who bat 
before them. He’s bound to get 
some low scores, but whether 

he puts together a match-saving 
longer innings or gets 35 off 14, 
those runs are worth alot to the 
team. If he occasionally gets six off 
two, that comes with the territory. 
His bowlingis becoming quite 
important, especially given the 
doubts about Adil Rashid's fitness. 
He will be assisted by the depth of 
his experience in the IPL and could 
bea key asset for England. 


Heinrich Klaasen 

South Africa 

Another middle-order batter - 
Klaasen normally comes in at No 5 

- with the powerto win games 
almost single-handed. He showed as 
much against Australia at Centurion 
recently, hitting 174 off 83 withan 
incredible 13 sixes. It would be wise 
not to get too excited by a one-off 
innings against under-strength 
opponents at a relatively small 
ground, but what striking. South 
Africa havea strong side, with the 
opener Quinton de Kock and David 
Miller, who brings more strength 
tothe middle order, demonstrating 
the depth oftheir batting resources, 
but Klaasen looks like a bloke who 
can bea pure match-winner if he 
gets going, a player for whom no 
boundaries are big enough. He is 
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For Livingstone it's 
aboutmakinga 
decisivecontribution 
ata key moment to get 
theteam over the line 


Liam b 
Livingstone 


The teams 
Rob Smyth's 
guide to the 10 
nations eyeing 
glory in India 


Afghanistan World ranking: 9 
Prospects Few will enjoy facing 
their spin attack, particularly the 
irrepressible Rashid Khan, and 
most Indian pitches should suit 
them. But they lost every game at 
the 2019 World Cup, despite getting 
into winning positions against 
India and Pakistan. A landmark 
World Cup win is overdue. 

Players to watch Rahmanullah 
Gurbaz and Ibrahim Zadran. A 
dynamic, boom-or-bust opening 
pair, who recently added 256 
against Bangladesh and 223 against 
Pakistan. If they fire, Afghanistan 
could take some big scalps. 

Coach Jonathan Trott. 


Australia 3 
Prospects Won four ofthe last six 
World Cups but suffered bruising 


defeats to South Africa and India 
last month. A formidable top 
order, including a born-again 
Mitch Marsh, will keep them 
inruns. Squad looks light on 
bowling, particularly spin, and 
much will depend on how a great 
but ageing attack deals with more 
punch-drunkenness. 

Playerto watch Mitchell Starc. Top 
wicket-taker in both of his World 
Cups, with 49 wickets at 15 overall. 
Evenat 33 he hasthe pace, the 
angle - and the yorkers - to make 
stumps fly with new ball and old. 
Coach Andrew McDonald. 


Bangladesh 8 

Prospects Form declined after 
some outstanding results in 2021 
and 2022, and the controversial 
omission of legendary Tamim Iqbal 
could become a distraction. Will 
struggle to make the knockouts, 
even in Asian conditions, though 
history suggests they will take 
down at least one big team. 
Playerto watch Taskin Ahmed. 
That rarest of birds, a top-class 
Bangladeshi fast bowler. Taskin, 
who has goneto the next level 
under the bowling coach Allan 
Donald, is tough, smart, skilful and 
ambitious. Bowled Bangladesh to a 


famous win in South Africa last year 
andis theundisputed attack leader. 
Coach Chandika Hathurusingha. 


England 5 

Prospects It's the last dance ofa 
24-carat generation that taught 
England to love white-ball cricket. 
England went into 2019 as hosts and 
the undisputed world No 1. This 
year they are fifth - but most people 
have them as second favourites. Jos 
Buttler will lead the oldest squad 

in the tournament, along with New 
Zealand, and niggling injuries to 
key bowlers are a concern. But it 
will bea big surprise if such habitual 
winners don't reach the last four. 
Playerto watch Dawid Malan. An 
elegant, strangely unloved opener 
whose career record - average 61, 
strike rate 96 - is that of an all-time 
great. Until last month Malan was 
down asa back-up batter, despite 
that record, but the scales fell 

from a few eyes when he sparkled 
against New Zealand. At 36, this is 
hislast chance to change the mood 
music of a peculiar England career. 
Coach Matthew Mott. 


India 1 
Prospects Hosts, world No 1and 
increasingly strong favourites. India 


Daryl 
Mitchell "n 
\ 


have batters who dealin double 
hundreds, never mind single, anda 
varied attack that routed Sri Lanka 
for 50 in the recent Asia Cup final. 
It’s unthinkable they won’t reach the 
last four - though an inexplicably 
poor record in knockout games will 
come into sharp focus. 

Player to watch Shubman Gill. A 
glorious strokemaker who produces 
high art in industrial quantities. 
Goes into World Cup with an 
astonishing record: in 35 ODIs, he 
averages 66 witha strike rate of 103. 
Coach Rahul Dravid. 


Netherlands 14 

Prospects For ateam that sits 14th 
in the rankings, qualification was 
an end in itself. The Netherlands 


[a ee E Eoi 
48 matches to finda winner 


Opening match England v N Zealand, 
Ahmedabad, 9.30am tomorrow 
Group stage 44 further round-robin 
matches (each team plays the other 
nine) continue until 12 Nov. Top 
four in the table advance to... 
Semi-finals 15 Nov 1st v 4th, 
Mumbai; 16 Nov 2nd v 3rd, Kolkata 
Final 19 Nov Ahmedabad 


Heinrich 
Klaasen 


y 


have a nice mix of youth and 
experience, power and craft, but 
they are the rank outsiders. One big 
win would make it all worthwhile. 
Player to watch Bas de Leede. 
Stylish, fearless all-rounder who 
had an outstanding season with 
Durham and an astonishing 
performance against Scotland - 123 
off 92 balls and five for 52 - that 
secured a World Cup place. 

Coach Ryan Cook. 


New Zealand 6 

Prospects Runners-up in last two 
tournaments, and the only team to 
reach the semis in the last four, but 
there is a growing feeling that they 
are slightly over the hill. Don’t call 
them underrated - everybody does 
and therefore they aren’t. 

Player to watch Trent Boult. 
Masterful left-arm swing bowler 
with skill and intelligence, especially 
with the new ball. Returned to the 
team in September after a year on 
the franchise circuit and took eight 
English wickets in two games. 
Coach Gary Stead. 


Pakistan 2 

Prospects Very funny. Pakistan 
traditionally use the sublime and 
ridiculous as starting points to go 
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likely to face a lot of spin in the 
middle overs, which is a particular 
strength - as Adam Zampa found 
out at Centurion. Klaasen could be 
the X-factor for South Africa, but 
however they fare it will be hugely 
exciting to see how he goes. 


Tanzim Hasan Sakib 
Bangladesh 

Sakib made his debut last month, 
but from what limited amount 

I have seen of him he looks 

hugely exciting. A member of 

the Bangladesh side that won the 
Under-19 World Cup in 2020, Sakib 
turns 21 during the tournament 
but despite his youth when thrown 
into the side against India during 
the Asia Cup helooked anything 
but overawed. He bowled the 

first over of India'sinnings and 
thelast, took wickets in both, and 
seemsto have good pace and good 
variations. Bangladesh are missing 
the experienced and injured Ebadot 
Hossain, but replacing him with 

a quality fast bowler unknown to 
many could work in their favour. 


Daryl Mitchell 

New Zealand 

Mitchell has been in the form of 
his life for two or three years and 
strikes me as one ofthose players 
who benefit from coming into his 
national team not as a youngster 
butlater in his career, knowing 

his game, comfortable in his own 
skin and able to play with more 
authority as a result. New Zealand 
have him and Devon Conway who 
are 32and made their ODI debuts in 
2021. Breaking into the Black Caps 
side at a relatively late stage is likely 
to mean that at a time when some 
internationals are thinking about 
retiring he is doing nothing of the 
sort, motivated just to stay in the 
side and play well. He is a really 
important coginthe team, not just 
for his runsin the middle order but 
for his medium-pacers, which may 
not make him a key bowler - inthe 


majority of his ODI appearances he 
has not bowled atall - but do give 
his captain a handy extra option. 


Maheesh Theekshana 
SriLanka 

Sri Lanka have had some good 
results over the past couple of 
years, including reaching the final 
of September's Asia Cup, but they 
arrive at the World Cup with a lot 
of injuries. Wanindu Hasaranga 
hasbeen ruled out entirely, while 
Theekshana picked up a hamstring 
injury duringthe Asia Cup and was 
not on board when the team flew 
to Indiaas he stayed at home to 

do intense rehab. But he has been 
in very good form this year. Of all 
players who represent participating 
nations only India’s Kuldeep 
Yadav, with 33, has more than his 
31 ODI wickets in 2023. With his 
ability to bowl in all three phases 
of the game Theekshana will be 
areally important player once he 
recovers. This year he became the 
fifth player, and the first spinner, to 
bowl a maiden in the final over of 
an IPL innings. 


Bas de Leede 

Netherlands 

Netherlands are the rank outsiders 
but they boast a genuinely 
impressive performer in De Leede, 
who has played well for Durham this 
season but seems to save his very 
best displays for his country. Against 
Scotland in the World Cup qualifiers 
in July he took five wickets and 
then scored 129 off 92 balls, a 
phenomenal display that ended up 
being the difference between his 
team making it to India and staying 
at home. They won by four wickets 
and went on to qualify ahead of 
Scotland. At 23, there is plenty of 
time for him to get better yet and he 
feels like future captaincy material. 
He is perhaps someone who can 
inspire more than his teammates 
and increase the popularity of the 
game in the Netherlands. 


`| Sport 
o Rugby World Cup 


No-nonsense Wales out 
to avenge Georgia shock 


Robert Kitson 
Versailles 


It may be Paris fashion week but 
Wales are not dealing in frills or frip- 
peries. Hard graft remains the name 
ofthe game as they completed two 
tough training sessions before their 
game against Georgia this weekend, 
determined to finish top of Pool Cand 
sustain the feelgood momentum they 
have been building. 

If the non-participation of their 
bench scrum-half Gareth Davies 
forced some temporary readjust- 
ments, with the fly-halves Dan Biggar 
and Sam Costelow required to fillin at 
nine, the shared drive to achieve sig- 
nificant knockout progress remains 
as strong as ever. Should they go on 
to win a quarter-final against either 
Argentina or Japan all eyes will be 
very much on them. 

By announcing their team on Mon- 
day, Wales have made a no-nonsense 
statement. Despite losing 13-12 
against Georgia in Cardifflast Novem- 
ber, aresult which led to Wayne Pivac 
being jettisoned as head coach, along 
summer spent together in camp has 
forged a very different feel. 

*We're more like a club team than 
aninternational team,’ the forwards 
coach, Jonathan Humphreys, said. 
“We came in earlier than most teams, 
we know what we wanted toimprove 
and we haven’t deviated from that.” 

Sitting alongside him, Nick Tomp- 
kins also highlighted the buoyant 
mood within the squad, even if a 
good deal of the humour seems to 
be at his expense. The centre has 
racked up more in-house fines than 
any other Welsh player for offences 
ranging from wearing the wrong kit to 
poor timekeeping but he is relishing 


every second of a World Cup he did 
not always think he would make. 
Wales’s spirit and together- 
ness, not a million miles removed 
from the tight-knit environment at 
Saracens that Tompkins knows so 
well, was also reflected in Wales’s 
refusal to concede a try against Aus- 
tralia. If doing the unexpected is not 
a priority - “We cannot afford to go 
off-script? Humphreys warned, 
wary of Georgia stealing the show 
in Nantes - Tompkins believes there 
is still plenty more left in them. “We 
want no dip in our performance and 
we don’t want to take our foot off 
the pedal. We want confidence and 
momentum and to keep on going.” 
Inmany ways, the former England 
age-group captainis developinginto 
an increasingly important cog in 
this Wales machine. Since Hadleigh 
Parkes’s departure in 2020, numerous 
different individuals have been tried 
at inside-centre and Gatland has used 
four players at 12 this year alone. 


N 

ANID 
A Nick Tompkins has become a key 
member of Warren Gatland’s squad 


The Saracen is not the flashy type 
but his energy and defensive prowess 
make him a highly valuable squad 
member, particularly within the 
kind of stripped-down gameplan 
that has taken Wales to the verge of 
the knockout stage. Neither Semi 
Radradra nor Samu Kerevi have had 
much prolonged joy against him for 
Fijiand Australiarespectively and his 
eager try against the Wallabies was 
another plus in their 40-6 victory. 

Like every centre in the tourna- 
ment, though, Tompkins is aware 
of the thin line that exists between a 
fair tackle and a slight misjudgment, 
as seen on numerous occasions 
already during this tournament. “At 
the moment the tackle areas is a real 
grey area. We’re all just trying to fig- 
ure it out. It’s difficult because you’re 
making split-second decisions.” 

Tompkins remains a fan of the 
bunker review system for such tricky 
decisions - “To cut down the pres- 
sure we puton referees, especially, is 
good” - but was not wholly convinced 
by the decision to send off England’s 
Tom Curry against Argentina last 
month that has sidelined the flanker 
until now. “It’s a bit reckless from him 
but I don’t think that’s a red card. 

“I don’t think I’ve seen one red 
card that has been malicious. But if 
I hit someone with my shoulder we 
know as players it’s usually going to 
be ared card. You can’t be reckless. 
You’ve got to be on the edge but you 
car’t go too far. For me it just screams 
the need to keep practising technique 
and tackling on the right side.” 

Acostly card is perhaps the most 
obvious danger confronting Wales as 
they prepare for the games that will 
define their campaign. Equally, they 
are not about to ease up now. 

“There has been a bit of an edge 
about training, which is what we 
want,” Humphreys said. “We are 
keen to continue the progress we’ve 
shown. Thatisa driving force for us.” 
Itmight not sound glamorous but, for 
this Welsh squad, winningis the only 
trend that truly matters. 


further east and west. They have 
the world’s No 1 batsman in Babar 
Azam and, despite a costly injury to 
Naseem Shah, a bowling attack that 
could break into Fort Knox. Second 
in the world rankings, but they 
flunked the recent Asia Cup. 

Player to watch Babar Azam. A 
stylish and remarkably consistent 
No 3. Nobody, not even Virat Kohli, 
has scored more ODI runs ata 
higher average. How he deals with 
the pressure of being a Pakistan 
captain in India could be decisive. 
Coach Grant Bradburn. 


South Africa 4 

Prospects It is unfathomable 
that, in 16 attempts across both 
white-ball codes, they have never 
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A Shubman Gill and Trent Boult 
are two to watch at the World Cup 


reached a World Cup final, so any 
optimism should be shared with 
caution. Butthere is reason for 
optimism: a devastating batting 
line-up and a strong, diverse attack, 
so they should be in the hunt fora 
semi-final place. Should. 

Player to watch Heinrich Klaasen. A 
World Cup debutant at 32, Klaasen 
is an awesome death hitter and 
recently pillaged 174 off 83 balls 
against Australia. 

Coach Rob Walter. 


Sri Lanka 7 

Prospects Romped through 

the qualifying tournament in 
Zimbabwe. They have since 
reached the Asia Cup final ahead of 
Pakistan, though they were then 
skittled for 50 by India. Bowling 
is their strength, though injury to 
the brilliant leg-spinner Wanindu 
Hasaranga is a serious blow. 
Player to watch Maheesh 
Theekshana. A mystery finger 
spinner with a bottomless toybox 
- look out for his reverse carrom 
ball - and an endearingly dreadful 
fielder. Theekshana, who took 

21 wickets at 12 in the qualifying 
tournament, may miss the early 
games with a hamstring problem. 
Coach Chris Silverwood. 


Care backs plans 
for new ‘hybrid’ 
England playing 
contracts 


Gerard Meagher 


Danny Care has thrown his weight 
behind the proposed “hybrid” 
contracts if it ensures England’s 
best players do not move abroad. 
The Rugby Football Union and 
Premiership Rugby are believed 
to have reached an agreement in 
which 20 England players would 
be given a form of central contract, 
allowing Steve Borthwick con- 
siderably more control over his front- 
line squad members. 

The agreement is to form part 
of the new Professional Game 
Agreement and is said to be worth 
£32m a year to the 10 Premiership 
clubs. Given the financial upheaval 
inthe Premiership, making the move 
abroad has become an increasingly 
attractive proposition. Four members 


of England’s World Cup squad - Henry 
Arundell, Jack Willis, Joe Marchant 
and David Ribbans - have signed for 
clubs in France while Maro Itoje and 
Billy Vunipola have also been linked 
with moves overseas. 

Though an exception was made 
for Willis, and is expected to be made 
for Arundell in the Six Nations next 
year because their previous clubs 
went bust, the current RFU policy 
is that players based outside Eng- 
land are not eligible for selection. 
Care, however, hopes the deals 
would help to keep players in the 
Premiership. 

“We want to see English players 
playing in England, I’m definitely 
right in saying that,” he said. 
“England need to have their best 
players in England and if there are 
ways that we can do it, which might 
help the club gameandhelp the clubs 
be more sustainable, then Ithink the 
players would be on board with that. 
Hopefully, they can sort that. 

“With the club game going down to 
10 teams, it automatically is going to 
be [fewer] games for the lads. Ihave 
always pushed and been an advocate 
for Premiership games not to be 
played during the Six Nations 
window. Fans, clubs and everyone 
wants that. 


“You want your best players 
playing and clubs want to have 
their best players available, which 
helps everything in terms of TV 
revenue and fans coming to the sta- 
dium, who want to see Owen Farrell 
playing for Saracens as many times 
as he can. If there’s ways and struc- 
tures around to do that then I am all 
for it.” 

The hybrid contracts would not 
allow Borthwick to dictate how 
many matches the selected 20 players 
appear in, or when they do so, but it 
would lead to greater collaboration 
between club and country. Insiders 
have also pointed to Borthwick’s 
remarks that the players were not 
fit enough when they arrived into 
camp for the start of the Six Nations 
this year as the kind of the thing 
that would be improved by the new 
agreement. 

“Steve and the coaches are doing 
that already behind the scenes and 
they have been doing it since Steve 
took over the job,” Care said. 

“If there was more structure to 
it that might help everyone but 
I know Steve is working hard to 
make sure the clubs are aligned and 
do the best thing for the players. 
The wheels are already in motion 
for that.” 


The Guardian Wednesday 4 October 2023 


o 


Gymnastics. E 
Great Britain's 


men miss team 
podium after 
gallant effort 


Tumaini Carayol 
Antwerp 


Great Britain narrowly missed out 
on a medal in the men's team final 
of the World Artistic Gymnastics 
Championships last night. After an 
excellent duel with the USA team 
lasted until the final two rotations, 
the talented Americans pulled away 
to take the bronze medal with a score 
0f 252.428 anda three-point lead. 
Having established their domi- 
nance in qualifications, Japan 
clinched the world title with a score 
of 255.594. Behind them, China 
recovered froma disastrous showing 
inqualifications to clinch a deserved 
silver medal with a score of 255.594 
It is a reflection of the depth 
of British men's gymnastics that 
despite numerous notable absences 
-including Joe Fraser, the 2019 paral- 
lel bar world champion, and Giarnni 
Regini Moran, the floor champion 
last year - the Great Britain team still 
qualified for the final in third place 
and fought for medals. 
Aheadofthem, JapanandtheUSA 
ledthe field, but theresults from the 
qualifying round were deceptive. 
After a catastrophic qualifying per- 
formance, China finished in eighth 
place, very nearly missing the final. 
China have won eight of the past 10 
world championship team competi- 
tions, including last yearin Liverpool, 


»- cY D 


A Max Whitlock was competing in 
his first final since the 2021 Olympics 


| Sport 


yet they have generated a reputation 
for not necessarily being as motivated 
inthe qualifying rounds. In the finals, 
though, they always perform. 

In the absence of the two promi- 
nent team members Jake Jarman, the 
Great Britain team’s rookie last year, 
tookamore central role and handled 
himself extremely well. They started 
on the pommel horse, an excru- 
ciatingly difficult apparatus where 
all nerves and tension is laid bare. 

After James Hall opened up the 
evening with a fall, though, Jarman 
followed with a steady score of 13.2. 
In his first final since he won his third 
Olympic gold in Tokyo, the team 
looked to their greatest gymnast, Max 
Whitlock. As always, he delivered. 
He weaved through his supremely 
difficult set with typical assurance. 

Great Britain gave themselves a 
chance foramedal witha fine vaulting 
exhibition. Jarman led the way witha 
brilliant effort on his Yonekura vault 
before extremely difficult vaults 
from Harry Hepworth and Courtney 
Tulloch followed. After finishing 18th 
out of 24 on vault in qualifications, 
their score of 44.599 on the apparatus 
was the highest on the night and an 
improvement by 2.9 points. 

As Great Britain moved through 
the rotations, China predictably 
were a completely different team 
compared to the qualifying rounds, 
pounding through the first three rota- 
tions, their prospects of securing a 
medal immediately clear. The USA, 
meanwhile, struggled on pommel 
horse, their second rotation, but 
recovered strongly. While Japan also 
suffered a fall on the pommel horse, 
they methodically established their 
supremacy and began to pull away 
from the leading group. After four 
rotations, things could not have been 
tighter. Japan led Great Britain, with 
China and the USA inthird and fourth 
-just1.5 points separated the quartet. 

In the end, the final medals were 
decided on the penultimate rotation. 
While James Hall peeled off the hori- 
zontal bar, Great Britain’s lack of diffi- 
culty on the apparatus in the absence 
of Fraser was laid bare. China became 
the only top contender to escape the 
pommel horse without any falls and 
the USA pieced together a strong trio 
of routines on the parallel bars, estab- 
lishing a three point lead over Great 
Britain that they held until the end. 


‘Swimming 
World Cup category 


for transgender 
athletes cancelled 


Sean Ingle 


World Aquatics’ plans to debut an 
open category for transgender ath- 
letes at the World Cup in Berlin this 
week have been cancelled after no 
entries were received. 

Swimming’s governing body, 
which voted last year to ban trans- 
gender women from the elite female 
category, had promised to stage the 
“pioneering pilot project” to promote 
its “unwavering commitment to 
inclusivity”. However, its intention 
to hold an “open” category, with 50m 
and 100m races across all strokes 


alongside its men’s and women’s 
competition, has been put on hold. 

World Aquatics’ decision to bar 
transgender women from elite female 
competitions if they had undergone 
male puberty came after research 
showing trans women retained a 
significant advantage over female 
swimmers even after reducing 
their testosterone levels through 
medication. 

Another factor in its vote in June 
2022 was the success of the Ameri- 
can Lia Thomas, who had been a 
moderate college swimmer as a 
male competitor but won an NCAA 
national college title in the women’s 
category after transitioning. 

World Aquatics is the first major 
Olympic sport to attempt to create 
a competition category separate to 
men’s and women’s events. Although 
its pilot plan did not get off the ground 
the governing body said it would be 
willing to try again, potentially at 
masters events for swimmers over 35. 


Football 
CHAMPIONS LEAGUE 
GroupA 

P W D L F A GD Pts 
Bayern Munich 2| dm oce WS. 6b x» 5 
Galatasaray pm Umm! 
Copenhagen 2-0 or disp cT 
Man Utd 2.002 5 7 2 0 
Copenhagen (0)1 Bayern Munich (0)2 
Lerager 55 Musiala 67 
35,690 Tel 83 
Manchester United (1)2 Galatasaray si (1)3 
Højlund 17 67 Zaha 23, Akturkoglu 71 
73,204 Icardi 81 
Group B 

P W D LF A GD Pts 
Lens PA te Os EN Pk eae 
Arsenal P Oe See r; 
Sevilla 2808929059383 @ 2 
PSV 2 0 1 1 2 6 -4 1 
Lens (1)2 Arsenal ()1 
Thomasson 25 Jesus 14 
Wahi 
PSV 
De Jong 86pen Gudelj 68, En-Nesyri 87 
Teze 90 34,206 
Group C 

P Ww D L F A GD Pts 
Real Madrid 2E NERONE? NET2NG 
Napoli 205912530984 1554 S 
Braga 2001595008104 4 090383 
Union Berlin 2 0 0 2 2 4 2 0 
Napoli (1)2 Real Madrid (2)3 
Ostigard 19, Zielinski b4pen Vinicius 27 
51,649 Bellingham 34, Meret 780g 
mM Mio RN m 
Becker 30 37 Niakate 41 
73,445 Bruma 51, Castro 90 
GroupD 

P W D L F A GD Pts 
Real Sociedad DEGIEINNONJNESUS IT 
Internazionale ote ly a ee at) 
RedBullSalzburg 2 1 0 1 2 2 0 3 
Benfica 2 0 0 2 0 3 -3 o 
Internazionale (0)1 Benfica (0)0 
Thuram 62 66,573 
Red Bull Salzburg (0)0 Real Sociedad 1 (2)2 
28,227 Oyarzabal 7, Méndez 27 
PREMIER LEAGUE 

P W D L F A GD Pts 
Man City JU xd wa muera 
Tottenham Lo d 2 osé Ge 99) 3 
Arsenal y Gm ow (GU 3E (9 9 L 7 
Liverpool T S 1 1 16 7 #9 16 
Aston Villa To S ww ue uuu 
Brighton 7 5 0 2 19 14 *5 15 
West Ham 7 4 1 2 13 10 +3 13 
Newcastle 7 4 0 318 751 12 
Crystal Palace T a Z 30 X4: 7T 0 11 
Man Utd 7 3 0 4 7 11 -4 9 
Chelsea 7 2 2 3 7 6 H 8 
Nottm Forest 7 2 2 3 8 10 2 8 
Fulham 7 2 2 3 512 7 8 
Brentford 7 1 4 21010 0 7 
Wolves 7 2 1 4 813 -5 7 
Everton 7 1 1 5 612 -<6 4 
Luton 7 1 1 5 614 -8 4 
Burnley TIa 5 6169510894 
Bournemouth 752500853 A S Isio 3 
Sheffield Utd ue 2t 9 ue e 
Luton (0)1 Burnley (1)2 
Adebayo 84 Foster 45 
10,918 Bruun Larsen 85 
SKY BET CHAMPIONSHIP 

P W D L F A GD Pts 
Ipswich LOS 1 1 21 11 410-25 
Leicester grg g A 1 6 41 24 
Preston Cy hile Silos} Pt) 
Sunderland B m m ee gm 3 
West Brom 0. 4 4 2 17 11 *6 16 
Norwich S o m 3 ewe ce 
Cardiff 0 5 1 4 16 14 +2 16 
Hull 0 4 4 2 14 12 +2 16 
Southampton 0 5 1 4 16 20 -4 16 
Birmingham 0.4 3 3 12 10 +2 15 
Millwall 0.4 2 4 #9 11 -2 14 
Leeds 9 3 4 2 14 10 +4 13 
Bristol City 9 3 3 3 1l 10 si 12 
Coventry 9 2 5 2 15 12 3 11 
Plymouth 0 3 2 5 17 16 +1 11 
Middlesbrough 0.3 2 51217 -511 
Stoke 0 3 1 6 11 15 -4 10 
Blackburn 9 3 1 5 13 20 -7 10 
Huddersfield 0 2 4 41118 -7 10 
Swansea 9 2 3 4 13 12 + 9 
Watford 9 2 3 4 13 13 0. 9 
QPR oy mm m mc by oye 
Rotherham op d 2 (GO um sue 5 
Sheffield Wed WU - uo gx mb see v 
Birmingham (24 Huddersfield (0)1 
Dembélé 3 64 Helik 90 
Miyoshi 23, James 90 15,944 
Jones 56 
Latte Lath 84 24,276 


Plymouth (0)0 Millwall (0)2 

Flemming 59 
15,891 Saville 90 
Stoke — (00 Southampton 1 (01 

S Armstrong 41 

20,002 
WestBrom —  (1)1 Sheffield Wednesday (0)0 : 
Swift 13 22,558 H 
SKY BET LEAGUE ONE 

P W D L F A GD Pts 

Portsmouth M y AS S E e a 25 
Oxford Utd 10 g O 2 eHO A 
Bolton 0 6 2 2183 12 wo 20 
Barnsley L 6 1 4 24 12 +12 19 
Stevenage i o m dE de Sm 25 
Peterborough 15051553 916912082418 
Derby 0 5 2 3 17 10 +7 17 
Port Vale 1 5 2 4 11 18 -7 17 
Wycombe 0 5 1 4 12 14 -2 16 
Exeter 1 5 1 5 11 13 -2 16 
Lincoln City 9 4 3 2 14 9 +5 15 
Bristol Rovers 0 4 3 3 15 11 +4 15 
Blackpool 0 4 3 3 10 10 O 15 
Charlton 0 4 2 415 12 +3 14 
Cambridge Utd 0.4 2 4 1011 -1 14 
Northampton 0 4 1 5 11 10 +1 13 
Leyton Orient 0 3 2 5 8 14 -6 11: 
Burton Albion 1 2 4 5 8 15 -7 10: 
Shrewsbury 0 3 1 6 4 12 -8 10: 
Carlisle 1 1 5 5 8 14 -6 8 
Fleetwood 10 2 2 6 7 M -7 8 
Reading* 10S 3 L 6 8 13 -5.6 
Wigant 10 4 1 5 15 16 1 5 
Cheltenham LO! Oe Oe Ope Oe 
*Reading deducted 4 points. tWigan deducted 8 points : 
Blackpool (0)1 Derby (0)3 : 
Dougall 73 Smith 54, Collins 71 : 
22,558 Waghorn 89 
Bolton ^ (13 Stevenage i (02 
Charles 13pen Reid 20 65pen 
Iredale 49, Sheehan 70 17,997 
BristolRovers — (2)3 PortVale —— (00 
McCormick 25 
Hunt 45, Brown 85 7,364 
ae ae E —À ae 

Hughes 44 


Charlton (1)4 Exeter (1)1 
Blackett-Taylor 45 Scott 23 

May 65 86, Leaburn 79 11,575 

Cheltenham (0)0 Fleetwood — (02 
3,104 Quitirna 19, Marriott 80 
Leyton Orient — (DA Lincoln ^ (0A 
Pigott 10 8,101 H 
Match abandoned due to a medical emergency in the crowd  : 
Northampton (2)3 Reading (0)1 
Hoskins 10, Appéré 37 Ballard 66 

Pinnock 9 


Stevens 17 


Doncaster (1)2 Crawley (0)0 
Faal 27 
lronside 62pen 5,501 
Grimsby S (1)2 "Barrow S (0)1 
Rose 37 Foley 79 
Wilson 75 4,882 
Harrogate —  (0)0 AFCWimbledon — aji 
Bugiel 6 
2,066 
Mansfield ===  (0)0 Wrexham i (0)0 


Morecambe ‘on Stanley 
Connolly 64 Leigh 70pen 

3,458 
Newport County (1)2 Colchester ()1 
Evans 43 Tovide 35 
Bogle 63 3,220 
Notts County (33 Swindon (0)1 
McGoldrick 10 Shade 50 


Langstaff 35pen, Crowley 37 
o e 
Olaofe 15 

Sarcevic 35 

Sua quei ae 
2,031 

Tranmere (1)2 
Hendry 24 

Morris 83 
FEMME WT 


VANARAMA NATIONAL LEAGUE 

Altrincham 2 Aldershot 1; Barnet 2 AFC Fylde 1; Chesterfield 
2 Bromley 0; Dag & Red 1 York City 2; Dorking 0 
Kidderminster 1; Eastleigh 5 Ebbsfleet 2; Gateshead 2 
Wealdstone 1; Oldham 1 Maidenhead 1; Solihull Moors 2 
Rochdale 0; Southend 2 Oxford City 0; Woking 1 Halifax 2 


FA CUP QUALIFYING 

Third qualifying round: Replays Cray Valley Paper Mills 2 
Carshalton 1; Hornchurch 1 Aveley 2 (aet; 1-1 after 90 
mins); Needham Market 3 Peterborough Sports 0; Slough 3 
Salisbury FC 0; Worksop 5 Blyth Spartans O 


NATHANIEL MG CYMRU LEAGUE CUP 


Third round Prestatyn 2 Colwyn Bay 2 (Prestatyn won 4-1 
on penalties) 


Cricket 


ICC MEN'S WORLD CUP WARM-UP MATCHES 

Guwahati Sri Lanka 294 (BKG Mendis 158 rtd). Afghanistan 
261-4 (Rahmanullah Gurbaz 119 rtd, Ibrahim Zadran 93 
rtd). Afghanistan beat Pakistan by six wickets (DLS Method). 


Thiruvananthapuram India v Netherlands. 
Match abandoned without a ball bowled. 


Hyderabad Australia 351-7 (GJ Maxwell 77, CD Green 50 
no). Pakistan 337 (Babar Azam 90 rtd, Iftikhar Ahmed 83, 
Mohammad Nawaz 50). Australia beat Pakistan by 14 runs. 


Tennis 


ATP ASTANA OPEN (Kazakhstan) 
Final: A Mannarino (Fr) bt S Korda (US) 4-6 6-3 6-2 


ATP & WTA CHINA OPEN (Beijing) 

Men: Semi-finals: D Medvedev (Rus) bt A Zverev (Ger) 6-4 
6-3; J Sinner (It) bt C Alcaraz (Sp) 7-6 (7-4) 6-1 

Women: Second round: J Pegula (US) bt A Blinkova (Rus) 
6-7 (2-7) 6-2 6-1; A Sabalenka (Blr) bt K Boulter (GB) 7-5 
7-6 (7-2); C Garcia (Fr) bt Y Putintseva (Kaz) 6-3 3-6 6-3; 
Wang X (Chn) bt D Kasatkina (Rus) 6-4 6-2; M Kostyuk 


Bangor 2.05 Imac Wood 2.35 Gambie Tiep 

3.05 Justshortofabubble 3.35 Queen Antoinette 

4.05 Classic Concorde 4.35 Wordsworth 5.05 Fandabidozi 
5.35 Professor Higgins 

Nottingham 2.12 Eleftheria 2.42 Salamanca 

3.12 Selby's Pride 3.42 Spoof 4.12 Ali Jewels 

4.42 Russian Rumour 5.12 Navarre Express 

Catterick 2.20 Woobay 2.50 Lotting's Lass 

3.20 Ribble Radiant 3.50 Ice Max 4.20 Milltown Lily 

4.50 White Umbrella 5.20 Richard P Smith 

Kempton 4.30 Ayyab 5.00 Tarbaan 5.30 Hurricane Power 
6.00 Blue Day 6.30 Misty Grey 7.00 Starlight Nation 

7.30 Monte Linas (nap) 8.00 My Opinion 8.30 Mintana (nb) 


Brown 60, Leigh 90 (Ukr) bt O Jabeur (Tun) 7-6 (7-5) 6-1; C Gauff (US) bt 
DD P Martic (Cro) 7-5 5-7 7-6 (7-2); V Kudermetova (Rus) bt 
Portsmouth (0)2 Wycombe (1)1 : LTsurenko (Ukr) 3-6 6-0 6-0; I Swiatek (Pol) bt V Gracheva 
Bishop 58 Scowen 22 (Fr) 6-4 6-1; E Rybakina (Kaz) bt T Maria (Ger) 7-5 6-0; 
Shaughnessy 90 17,450 M Andreeva (Rus) bt A Pavlyuchenkova (Rus) 6-2 6-1; 
SKY BET LEAGUE TWO M Sakkari (Gre) bt L Fruhvirtova (Cz) 6-4 6-2 
P W D L F A GD Pts 
Notts County I 7 2 2 26 20 +6 23 Snooker 
AFC Wimbledon ih sp Ss 1 20 10 +10 20 BETVICTOR ENGLISH OPEN (Brentwood) 
Gees Neen : (DD Grace (Eng) 4-1, He E (Chr) b. R Day (a 4-3 
n race (Eng) 4-1; He -3; 
BEOCKDONUCOUHEV G 2 9 iy sU wy j Higgins (Sco) bt J Cahill (Eng) 4-2; H Vafaei (Irn) bt 
Crawley Town 6 2 3 20 19 +1 20 : J) eclercq (Bel) 4-3; M Allen (NI) bt Wu Y (Chn) 4-1; 
Swindon io) m 4 d Zw y vum 3t) J Trump (Eng) bt S Donaldson (Sco) 4-1; L Brecel (Bel) bt 
Mansfield T at qw uo 9 m ab) A Hicks (Eng) 4-1; S Lam (Eng) bt S Carrington (Eng) 4-0; 
SILIO 61 4 9 11 2 19 | Dae (Wal) 4-3; M O'Donnell (Eng) bt M Selby (Eng) 4-2 
Wrexham 4 5 22323 0 17 are ea) 02; m9 Bonne Ang y Eng) 8.2; 
Barrow 0 4 3 3 2 1 « 15 M Davis (Eng) bt D Lilley (Eng) 4-2 
MK Dons 4 3 4 16 16 0 15 : Darts 
Morecambe 0 4 3 3 12? 12 0 15 | WoRLD GRAND PRIX (Leicester) 
Walsall 4 3 4 15 17 -2 15 : Firstround: M Smith (Eng) bt C Rydz (Eng) 2-0; A Gilding 
Newport County 4 2 5 2022 -2 14 (Eng) bt R Cross (Eng) 2-1; J Cullen (Eng) bt M De Decker 
Accrington Stanley 4 2 5 15 17 -2 14 (Bel) 2-0; L Woodhouse (Eng) bt D Chisnall (Eng) 2-0; 
any 3.4 41045 31.9 nel (Ee) 2-0 PR Ges) BEG Cerone (eer) 2 Ù 
" len Bert el) 2-0; P Wri fa) lemens (Ger) 2-0; 
Salford City 4 1 6 15 I7 -2 139 | MvanGerwen (Neth) bt Rock (NI) 2-0; R Smith (Eng) bt 
Bradford 3 4 4 12 14 -2 13 : JQlayton(Wal) 2-0; L Humphries (Eng) bt D Gurney (NI) 2-0 
Harrogate Town 4 1 6 9 12 -3 13 E 
Doncaster 3 2 61 1 6 11 : Cycling 
Colchester 0 3 1 6 16 17 -1 10 TRE VALLI VARESINE (italy) 
Tranmere 3 0 8 15 20 -5 9 Final positions: 1 | Van Wilder (Bel) Soudal Quick-Step 4hr 
Forest Green p c um m am ze c 7 36min 11sec; 2 R Carapaz (Col) EF Education-EasyPost 
Sutton Utd i a p G a Wa am i +16sec; 3 A Vlasov (Rus) BORA-hansgrohe *18sec. 
a Selected others: 22 S Williams (GB) Israel-Premier Tech 
Crewe (1)2 Gillingham (0)0 *45sec; 38 S Yates (GB) Team Jayco-AlUla at same time 
O'Riordan 30 
| White 85 3,427 : American football 
: i NFL 
| New York Giants 3 Seattle 24 
: F " . eon 
Greg Wood's racing tips Fixtures 


Football (7.45pm unless stated) 

Champions League 

Group E Atlético Madrid v Feyenoord (5.45pm); Celtic 

v Lazio (8pm). Group F Borussia Dortmund v Milan (8pm); 
Newcastle v Paris Saint-Germain (8pm). Group G RB Leipzig 
v Manchester City (8pm); Red Star Belgrade v Young Boys 
(8pm). Group H Porto v Barcelona (8pm); Royal Antwerp 

v Shakhtar Donetsk (5.45pm) 

Sky Bet Championship 

Coventry v Blackburn; Leeds v QPR; Leicester v Preston; 
Rotherham v Bristol City (8pm); Sunderland v Watford; 
Swansea v Norwich 

Vanarama National League 

Boreham Wood v Hartlepool 

FA Cup Qualifying 

Third qualifying round: Replay Welling v Gosport Borough 
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Wahi and Thomasson apply the 
heat as Arsenal wilt in Lens furnace 


Lens 2 
Thomasson 25, Wahi 69 


Jesus 14 


Stade Bollaert-Delelis 


Arsenal had been delayed by one 
storm in the buildup to this match 
and then, on a night that may have 
wider consequences, wilted under 
another. They were deservedly 
beaten by a relentless, passionately 
backed Lens side in a reminder that 
progress to the round of16 cannot be 
taken remotely for granted; there was 
another cost to count, too, Bukayo 


Saka leaving the field in the 34th 
minute with the latest and potentially 
most serious of a seemingly endless 
string of knocks. 

Mikel Arteta will regret their loss 
of control after Gabriel Jesus had put 
them ahead, Adrien Thomassen and 
the excellent Elye Wahi both finish- 
ing superbly to turn matters on their 
head. He may also have pause for 
thought about the prodigious work- 
load he has demanded of Saka given 
avital Premier League meeting with 
Manchester City lies in wait next. 

It felt, at the outset, as if Arsenal 
had been pitched into a furnace. 
Lens represent not only their small, 
industrial home city but much ofthe 
surrounding coal-mining region. 
This was the first game held here at 


Europe's highest level for 21 years and 
how the home support, clad almost 
without exception in vivid red and 
yellow, responded. Fire and sound 
pulsated from four steep, severe 
stands as the teams emerged and 
the atmosphere was heightened fur- 
ther by a unique layout that meant 
a bouncing, flare-wielding, terrace 
of Lens ultras was positioned along 
an entire side of the pitch. “Together 
we will shine our coat of arms in the 
Champions League,” read a banner. 

Arsenal had not been dealt the 
smoothest of preparations, waiting 
at Luton airport for five hours before 
their flight was cleared to make the 
trip on Monday night. The jour- 
ney was short enough to limit any 
excuses; Arteta sought to further 


«Elye Wahi, who made Lens’ 
opening goal in the first half, shows 
his delight after scoring the winner 
to the dismay of Arsenal 

PASCAL ROSSIGNOL/REUTERS 


minimise any post-match contor- 
tions by going strong, introducing 
Takehiro Tomiysasu and Leandro 
Trossard but otherwise staying with 
the starting XI that eased through at 
Bournemouth. 

Given the local energy levels a 
fast start was inevitable from last 
season’s Ligue 1 runners-up, who 
had won their previous two games 
after a stuttering first month. From 
the second of two early corners their 
centre-back Kevin Danso, once of the 
MK Dons academy, was allowed to 
control before dragging a presentable 
chance just wide. 

Lens were compacting the space 
and steaming into tackles, Facundo 
Medina somehow managing to 
emerge from consecutive challenges 
with Martin Ødegaard, Kai Havertz 
and Jesus while retaining possession. 
But they needed to match enthusi- 
asm with accuracy and Arsenal made 
them pay for their first significant 
moment of sloppiness. Thomasson 
had clearly underestimated Saka’s 
razor-sharp levels of anticipation 
when attempting a backwards pass 
midway inside his own half and was 
immediately left regretful. Saka laid 
off to Jesus, who was still 30 yards 
from goal but carried the ball towards 
the penalty area and made space for 
an unerring low finish across Brice 
Samba. 

Shortly afterwards Havertz tried 
to make it two, Samba repelling an 
angled volley. Thomasson went 
looking for redemption and hooked 
wide at the near post, but in the 25th 
minute he banished those earlier 
ghosts with a glorious finish. David 
Raya is feted for his ability to build 
possession but here his pass towards 
Tomiyasu was seized upon by the left 
wing-back Deiver Machado, who 
immediately looked for Elye Wahi 
up front. Wahi’s control and deft, 
gymnastic flick towards Thomasson 
were of the highest order; the shot, 
curled around Raya on the half-volley 
from 16 yards, was thrilling. 


The news swiftly worsened for 
Arsenal. Saka, whose levels of robust- 
ness routinely defy belief, had been 
passed fit despite departing early 
against Bournemouth but pulled up 
with what appeared amuscular prob- 
lem and was eventually withdrawn. 
Fabio Vieira replaced him and by half- 
time the game’s flow had broken up 
considerably, not that the Lens faith- 
ful were especially concerned. 

Arsenal had struggled to create in 
the half’s latter stages, beyond alate 
off-target effort from Jesus. It was the 
Brazilian who fashioned an opening 
four minutes into the second period, 
some prodigious harrying laying the 
groundwork for a chance that Tros- 
sard hit against Samba’s legs. 

The hope for Arteta must have 
been that Lens, still full of running, 
would burn themselves out. Yet they 
maintained their intensity as the hour 
approached and still held a genuine 
threat, Thomasson diverting a cross 
from the left off target and William 
Saliba defending coolly to stop Wahi 
getting away. 

Lens looked perfectly at ease 
with the night’s physical demands 
and began to smell an even better 
outcome. They fully deserved the 
lead when it came and Arsenal had 
been warned before Wahi’s goal 
when Salis Abdul Samed shot wide 
after an incisive right-sided move. 
After Tomiyasu fluffed a presentable 
chance at the other end they were 
exposed down the same flank, Prze- 
myslaw Frankowski surging beyond 
Oleksandr Zinchenko to set up an 
immaculate swept finish and spark 
pandemonium. 

Samba beat away a shot from the 
substitute Emile Smith Rowe and 
then breathed out when another 
replacement, Reiss Nelson, saw an 
effort blocked near the line. Lens, 
magnificent to aman, held on. 


Lens * Arsenal 

3-4-2-1 : 4-3-3 

Samba; Gradit, Danso, : Raya; Tomiyasu, Saliba, 
Medina; Frankowski, : Gabriel, Zinchenko (White 
Mendy (Diouf 73), : 71); Ødegaard (Nketiah 
Abdul Samed®, : 80), Rice, Havertz (Smith 
Machado (Aguilar 81); : Rowe 70); Saka (Vieira 
Sotoca, Thomasson : 34), Jesus®, Trossard 
(Fulgini 73); Wahi (Said : (Nelson 70) 

73) ; 


Referee Marco Guida (It) 


Premier League 


Bruun Larsen's rapid response 
brings Kompanyss first win 


Luton 1 
Adebayo 84 
B üraley "AU ANTE 5 


Foster 45+2, Bruun Larsen 85 


Jacob Steinberg 
Kenilworth Road 


Before half-time the story was of 
Burnley outthinking Luton Town and 
going ahead with a lovely goal from 
Lyle Foster. During the second half 
the question was whether Vincent 
Kompany’s side possessed the resil- 
ience to survive a relentless aerial 
barrage. It seemed not when Elijah 
Adebayo hauled Luton level with six 
minutes left. 

Moments later Burnley were show- 


ing that bravery is not always about 
putting your head where it hurts. 
Jacob Bruun Larsen, on as a substi- 
tute, was cutting in from theright and 
using his left foot to bend a beautiful 
shot into the top corner. Burnley had 
their first win of the season after edg- 
ing this battle against another of the 
promoted sides. 

The sight of Carlton Morris and 
Chiedozie Ogbene tearing forward 
to close down Burnley’s goalkeeper, 
James Trafford, after five seconds 
was a Signal of Luton’s intent. The 
momentum belonged to them after 
their win over Everton and it seemed 
this was not going to be a night for 
inverted full-backs or playing out 
from the back. 

What Luton wanted was a 
scrap and their confidence grew 


as they pressed during the early 
stages, threatening again when 
Ogbene almost met a driven cross 
from Morris. 

Once the game settled down, 
though, Burnley soon found room 
to express themselves. Their foot- 
ball was slick and Josh Brownhill, 
Sander Berge and Josh Cullen did 
not take long to seize control in 
midfield. Luton fell back and were 
fortunate not to go behind when a 
cornerfrom Brownhill found Ameen 
AlDakhil, with the defender's header 
drawing a fine save from Thomas 
Kaminski. 

Burnley went close again when 


A Lyle Foster celebrates after giving 
Burnley the lead late in the first half 


Brownhill whipped a shot over 
from 25 yards, then the lively Zeki 
Amdouni produced a clever turn 
and fired wide from 20 yards. Luton, 
who had to bring on Reece Burke 
for the injured Amari’i Bell, would 
have loved such finesse. Their best 
moments came from deliveries from 
the flanks, Ogbene and Jacob Brown 
both glancing wide midway through 
the first half. 

Yet the concern for Rob Edwards, 
the Luton manager, must have been 
how Burnley were outnumbering 
Marvelous Nakamba and Pelly Rud- 
dock Mpanzu in the middle. Luton 
were at a tactical disadvantage and 
their inability to respond cost them 
when Berge released Foster after 
escaping Mpanzu. 

Onside and free of Tom Lockyer, 
Foster ran clear and slid a clever finish 
past Kaminski. 

Luton had to improve in the sec- 
ond half. There was more intensity 
straight away, Morris and Brown 
heading wide, although Burnley were 
still playing their part. Brownhill, 
who has having a fine game, almost 


doubled their lead with a powerful 
shot. 

Luca Koleosho was also causing 
problems with some lively dribbling 
on the right for Burnley, while Charlie 
Taylor was an adventurous presence 
at left-back. Luton needed a change. 
It came after the hour, Adebayo’s 
introduction for Issa Kaboré meaning 
the formation switched from 3-4-2-1 
to 4-4-2. 

Luton refused to stop. With six 
minutes left Tahith Chong pumped in 
another high ball and Burke headed it 
down. Adebayo turned and dragged 
his shot beyond Trafford. Kenilworth 
Road erupted. Bruun Larsen would 
have the final say. 


Luton 

3-4-2-1 

Kaminski; Mengi, 
Lockyer, Bell 

(Burke® 21); Kaboré 
(Adebayo 62), Mpanzu, 
Nakamba®, Doughty; 
Brown® (Chong® 69), 
Ogbene; Morris 

Subs not used 

Krul, Giles, Woodrow, 
Johnson, Andersen, 
Berry 


: Burnley 

D 4-3-3 

: Trafford; Roberts®, 

: AlDakhil, Beyer, Taylor®; 
: Cullen, Berge, Brownhill; 
: Koleosho (Ramsey 75; 

: Delcroix 90), Foster 

: (Rodriguez 80), Amdouni 
> (Bruun Larsen 75) 

: Subs not used 

: Muric, Cork, Vitinho, 

: Trésor, Odobert 


Referee Peter Bankes 
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Howe calls 
for perfection 
against PSG 


Eddie Howe has his players willneed 
to be perfect if Newcastle are to mark 
their first Champions League home 
game for 20 years with a victory 
against Paris Saint-Germain tonight. 

“It’s a very difficult assignment 
defensively,” Howe said as his side 
prepared to face Kylian Mbappé and 
co. “Part of our challenge is to get 
the balance right between not leav- 
ing too much space behind us and 
creating enough danger in their box. 
We have to be perfect in that respect. 
It’s going to be very difficult to con- 
tain Mbappé but I don’t believe in 
man-marking.” 

Although Newcastle have kept 
five consecutive clean sheets, a 
knee injury deprives them of their 
key central defender Sven Botman, 
and hamstring trouble dictates that 
Joelinton and Callum Wilson are 
extremely doubtful. 

Howe refused to be drawn on San- 
dro Tonali's potential involvement 
afterthe £55m Italy midfielder missed 
the first half of the final training 
session after apparently experiencing 
a delayed return from a short break 
in Milan. 

Howe preferred to talk about the 
strides the club have made since the 
majority takeover by Saudi Arabia’s 
Public Investment Fund in October 
2021. He arrived a month later and 
was plunged into a relegation battle. 

“Initially, none of this [the Cham- 
pions League] was in our thoughts,” 
he said. “At first it was all about 
staying in the Premier League but 
our momentum has shifted so quickly 
and with such power. 

“I can't wait to experience the 
atmosphere our fans create tomor- 
row night. It will be a really great 
moment for the club. One of those 
magical nights in our stadium.” 

Even the most partisan home fan 
is keen to see Mbappé play live and 
none more sothan Kieran Trippier's 
six-year-old son, Jacob, who will bea 
mascot. “My little boy wants to walk 
down the tunnel with Mbappé not me 
- he’s obsessed with him and watches 
him on YouTube all the time,” the 
England right-back said. 


Ipswich roared to the top of the 
Championship after a 3-0 win 
over Hulllast night. Wes Burns 
opened the scoring after five 
minutes and Conor Chaplin 
doubled the lead before half- 
time. Marcus Harness added a 
third midway through the second 
halfto seal their eighth win in 10 
games. West Brom moved into the 
playoff places with a 1-0 win over 
Sheffield Wednesday, John Swift 
scoring the only goal ofthe game. 
The Owls remain rooted to the 
foot ofthe table, with last night's 
defeat their 10th game without a 
win this season. Guardian sport 
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United in hell after Casemiro's 


red and Icardi's late flourish 


Manchester United 2 
Hgjlund 17 67 
a RERUM 3 


Zaha 23, Akturkoglu 71, Icardi 81 


Old Trafford 


Welcome to hell: Manchester 
United’s notorious introduction to 
Galatasaray from 1993 has a new 
twist. Back then, it was an away 
goals defeatin Istanbul that knocked 
United out of the Champions League, 
their players knocked about by the 
local constabulary during a post- 
match fight in the tunnel. 

Here, it was a continuation of 
the agonies of the season, Erik ten 
Hag's players doing plenty to raise 
the hopes of their fans. In particu- 
lar Rasmus Hgjlund, who twice put 
United in front, his second a beautiful 
mix of pace fromthe halfway line and 
composure in front of goal. 

How United burned down their 
platforms. They reinforced the 
notion that they are never more 
vulnerable these days than when 
they are ahead and they did so with 
amasterclass in how not to defend, 
the fragility oftheir collective confi- 
dence - from the goalkeeper, André 
Onana, out through a less than first- 
choice back four and into defensive 
midfield - laid bare. 

After the 4-3 defeat at Bayern 
Munich in the opening set of Cham- 
pions League group-phase ties, their 


chances of advancing to the last 16 
have been left to hang by a thread. 
More alarming is what this perfor- 
mance says about where the team is 
heading under Ten Hag. 

United have made their worst start 
to a top-flight season since 1989, 
“ta-ra Fergie” and all that, losing four 
ofseven games. Now this, defeatina 
must-win Champions League tie, that 
itlooked as if they were going to win. 

When Hgjlund made it 2-1, they 
were in complete control. Which 
only made the capitulation thereafter 
more shocking. Not that the natives 
in these parts are immune to shock. 

It was bad enough for them to see 
how Wilfried Zaha, their one-time 
winger, had been allowed to muscle 
in to make it 1-1 in the first-half. But 
it would get so much worse. 

Ten Hag had persisted with Sofyan 
Amrabat as a makeshift left-back, 
with all of his senior specialists in 
the position injured. And the second 
equaliser came down his side as Gal- 
atasaray simply ran through United, 
the substitute Baris Alper Yilmaz 
cantering forward before squaring for 
theexcellent Kerem Akturkoglu, who 
rolled inside the far corner, nobody 
having tracked him. 

There would be another horror 
moment forthe unconvincing Onana 
after his handling error for the first 
goalin Munich. This time, it was with 
his feet, his supposedly strong suit. 
When Onanatried to play a short pass 
out to Casemiro, he succeeded only in 
finding Dries Mertens, whose eyes lit 
up as he surged into the area. 


Casemiro had no option but to 
make a desperate lunge, Mertens 
wentdown, it wasa clear penalty and 
ared card for the United midfielder. 
Up stepped Mauro Icardi and Onana 
was mightily relieved when the 
striker dragged his kick past the post. 

There would be no reprieve forthe 
10 men. United's defensive structure 
had disintegrated and, when Amra- 
bat cleared upfield and Davinson 
Sánchez headed back, it was horrible 
to watch what happened next. Vic- 
torLindelófstepped up and watched 
the ball bounce past him and Icardi 
wasthrough, Amrabat having played 
him onside. This time, he made 
no mistake. 

Onana had gotaway witha flap ata 
bouncing cross on 69 minutes, Zaha 
goingbackto Akturkoglu, who curled 
inches wide and Galatasaray might 
haveaddedalatefourth, Sacha Boey 
and Icardi both spurning chances. 

Atleast Ten Hag's introduction of 
Antony asan 85th-minute substitute 
wentunderthe radar; it wasthe wing- 
er’s first action since the accusations 
against him of domestic violence, 
which he denies. The full-time whis- 
tle was the prompt for boos from the 
home crowd, a reflex reaction born 
out of bitter frustration. Ten Hag’s 
empire is falling to pieces. 

Itwas awild game from the outset, 
so open and - to putit bluntly - there 
for United to seize. Especially after 
Hojlund's first goal, a bullet header 
from Marcus Rashford’s cross after 
Casemiro had got United moving with 
a punt up the inside right. 


Instant 
response 
atones 
for miss 


Mauro 

Icardi scores 
Galatasaray's 
third goal 
shortly after 
puttinga 
penalty wide 


DARREN STAPLES/ 
AFP/GETTY IMAGES 
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Højlund looked purposeful. He 
had teed up Bruno Fernandes at 
the outset; the United captain sent 
a sidefoot shot wide. At 1-0, Mason 
Mount released Hojlund and he was 
close to dribbling around the goal- 
keeper, Fernando Muslera. 

United remained so brittlein their 
defensive third and it had to be Zaha 
with the first equaliser. “Look at my 
face, am I bothered?” he had practi- 
cally said on Monday when asked to 
reflect on his unhappy spell at United 
in 2013. He was certainly exercised 
after watching his side-on shot hit 
Diogo Dalot, bounce down and loop 
in, cupping his ears to the United 
support. 

It was an ugly one to let in because 
Zaha should not have been allowed 
to get that far. Sanchez’s long ball 
from the back bounced once and 
then again as Zaha got his body in 
between himself and Dalot. The fin- 
ish was undercut by fortune. Zaha 
made his own by being stronger in 
the one-on-one than Dalot. 

Mount twice went close before 
the interval and, after it, United 
pushed. Rashford made a bad deci- 
sion to square for Fernandes when 
clean through on 53 minutes, the 
move too obvious, Boey getting 
back to clear. But a United goal 
looked on, more chances coming. 
Højlund had one effort pulled back 
for offside before he stormed on to 
a loose back pass by the substitute 
Sérgio Oliveira, outpacing Abdulk- 
erim Bardakci to clip over Muslera. 
Cue the United collapse. 


: 4-2-3-1 

: Muslera; Boey®, 

: Sanchez, Bardakci, 

: Angelifio (Ndombélé 84); 
: Ayhan (Nelsson 84), 

: Torreira® (Oliveira® 61); 
¿Tetê (Yilmaz 61), 


4-3-3 

Onana; Dalot®, 

Varane, Lindelóf, 
Amrabat (Martial 89); 
Mejbri (Eriksen ht), 
Casemiro&, Mount 
(Antony 85); Fernandes, 
Højlund, Rashford : Akturkoglu, Zaha 
(Garnacho 68) : (Mertens 72); Icardi 


Referee Ivan Kruzliak (Svk) Attendance 73,204 
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Ba to run unchallenged to score the 
opening goal. 

It was possible to feel a few ghosts 
in the early running when Hannibal 
Mejbri was dispossessed by Akturko- 
glu after a failed United short corner 
and the Galatasaray midfielder ran 
virtually the length ofthe field before 
the chance was snuffed out. 

Højlund looked purposeful. 
He had teed up Bruno Fernandes 
at the outset - the United captain 


» Wilfried Zaha 
celebrates after 
equalising for 
Galatasaray in 
the first half 


MICHAEL REGAN/ 
GETTY IMAGES 


Y Casemiro is 
sent off by the 
referee Ivan 
Kruzliak in the 
77th minute 
for a second 
bookable offence “= 


JASON CAIRNDUFF/ 
DARREN STAPLES/ 
AFP/ GETTY IMAGES 


“a 
fi 
sent a side-foot wide - while Mejbri 
needed a better touch on a chipped 
Casemiro pass. At 1-0, Mason Mount 
released Højlund and he was close 
to dribbling around the goalkeeper, 
Fernando Muslera. 

United remained brittle. They 
had a platform but they quickly saw 
it crumble. It just had to be Zaha with 
the equaliser. “Look at my face, am 
I bothered?” he had practically said 
on Monday when asked to reflect on 
his unhappy spell at United. He was 
certainly exercised after watching his 
shot hit Diogo Dalot, bounce down 
and loop up and in, cupping his ears 
to the United support. 

Itwas an ugly goal to let in because 
Zaha simply should not have been 
permitted to get that far. Sanchez’s 
long ball from the back was allowed to 
bounce once and then again as Zaha 
got his body in between him and 
Dalot. The finish was undercut but 
fortunate. Zaha made his own luck 
by being stronger in the one-on-one 
than Dalot. 

Mount saw a shot deflect over on 
the half-hour after a neat move that 
was sparked by Hgjlund and Mount, 
again, went close before the inter- 
val, his effort this time hitting his own 
teammate - Mejbri - in front of goal. 
United had to be better. 

It was an open game and it was 


possible to feel that it was there for 
United to seize. They needed greater 
clarity in the final third, more preci- 
sion with the last action. And yet it 
was also easy to fear that Ten Hag’s 
team could be unhinged at the back. 
Casemiro was not always on top of 
Akturkoglu. Did Zaha have another 


moment in him? 


Rashford’s lack of confidence has 
been a theme in recent weeks; there 
were one or two groans when he took 


bad decisions here - 


andespecially in 


the 53rd minute. Christian Eriksen, 
onasasubstitute, released him with 
a wonderful pass as United broke but, 
instead of going for goal, Rashford 
waited for Fernandes and tried to 
square to him. It was telegraphed. 
Sacha Boey got back to clear. 

United pushed, creating more and 
more chances. The crowd responded. 
Højlund had the ballin the net only to 
be pulled back for offside. The grand- 
stand finish loomed. 


4-3-3 

Onana; Dalot™, Varane, 
Lindelöf, Amrabat 
(Martial 89); Mejbri 
(Eriksen ht), 
Casemiro®, Mount 
(Antony 85); Fernandes, 
Højlund, Rashford 
(Garnacho 68) 


Referee Ivan Kruzliak (Svk) 


> 4-2-3-1 

: Muslera; Boey 
: Bardakci, Angelifio 

: (Ndombele 84); Ayhan 

t (Nelsson 84), Torreira 

: (Oliveira 617); Tetê 

: (Yilmaz 61), Akturkoglu, 
: Zaha (Mertens 72); Icardi 


, Sanchez, 


Pep Guardiola has claimed VAR 
officials and on-field referees need 
to “be more humble” rather than 
have a status that the Manchester 
City manager compared to A-list 
actors waiting to be awarded Oscars 
for starring roles. 

Football’s officiating is under 
fierce scrutiny after the disallowing 
ofa Luis Diaz strike for offside in Liv- 
erpool’s 2-1 defeat at Tottenham on 
Saturday when the Premier League 
match was goalless. Cristian Romero 
was playing Liverpool’s Diaz onside 
but the VARs, Darren England and 
Dan Cook, failed to overrule the deci- 
sion of the referee, Simon Hooper. 
Instead, England called “check com- 
plete” because he did not realise the 
goal had been chalked off. 

Guardiola was asked about VAR. 
He said: “They will have to finda 
system where the main roles are the 
players and the game itself. In all the 
countries, not just here. The referees 
and the VARs are the leading roles ... 
*And the Oscar goes to .." They have 
to make a step back. It's the players. 
Some games, be more humble and 
leavetheplayersto do what they have 
to do, and they will be better. 

“I understand completely how 
upset Liverpool must be in that 
case. It could be another club but 
the bosses of the referees will decide 
what we have to do and we will 
follow them. 

“Everyone knows they made a 
mistake and Liverpool suffered the 


Guardiola calls for humility 
from ‘leading-role’ referees 


big consequence of that. Inthis type 
of game it is so important.” 

City face RB Leipzig in their sec- 
ond Champions League group game 
tonight, having beaten Red Star Bel- 
grade 3-1 in their opening match. 
Their flight to Saxony yesterday was 
delayed because of dangerous condi- 
tions in Leipzig. 

“Its fly safe and land safe, that’s 
the important thing,” Guardiolasaid, 
speaking from Manchester. “It’s not 
at 7pm, you have to doit at 9pm. 

“The authorities said it was so risky 
to fly before so that’s why we made 
the training session longer and the 
lunch longer?" 

City won the Champions League 
last season as part of the treble in 
whichathird consecutive league title 
was secured. Ruben Dias is intent on 
a repeat. “More beautiful than one 
Champions League is two in a row 
and the same for the FA Cup,” the 
defender said. 

*More beautiful than three Pre- 
mier Leagues in a row is four. The 
motivation couldn't be any higher.” 


Thefull VAR conversation 


Possible offside, Díaz. 
2 Give it. 


the offside, mate. 

t Just checking the offside. 
Delay, delay. Give the kick point, 
let’s go. Kick point please? 

Referee Yeah, no worries mate. 
Replay operator So, here we are. 
Just get a tight angle. 

t Yeah, give me 2D line ready after 
this one for frame two after that. 
Replay operator So frame two there? 

R That's fine. Perfect, yeah. 2D 
line on the left boot. 
Replay operator Let me just switch 
angles. 

t Romero, I think it is? 

Replay operator I think it might be 
this angle better? Happy with this 
angle? 

Yep 


2D line on the boot. 
Replay operator Yeah, okay. So 2D 
line on the boot. 

R And stop. Check complete, 
check complete. That’s fine, 
perfect. 

Assistant referee 1 Playing. 
Referee Cheers mate. 
Thank you mate. 
Referee Well done boys, 
good process. 
Replay operator Wait, wait, wait, 


Assistant referee 1 Coming backfor : 
: Replay operator Are you happy 

: with this? 

: Assistant VAR Offside, goal, yeah. 
: That's wrong that, Daz. 


Replay operator 2D line on the boot? : 
: Replay operator Oli’s saying to 
; delay, Oli's saying to delay. 


: wait. The on-field decision was 
: Offside. Are you happy with this? 


Assistant VAR Yeah. 


| What? 


: Replay operator On-field decision 
: was Offside. Are you happy with 

: this image? Yeah, it’s onside. The 

: image that we gave them is onside. 
: Assistant VAR He's played him, 

: he’s gone offside. 


Oh *expletive* 


: Replay operator Delay, delay. Oli’s 
: [PGMOL Hub Ops] saying to delay, 
; Oli’s saying to delay. 


Pardon? 


: Replay operator Oli’s calling in to 
: say delay the game. The decision is 
: onside. 


Can’t do anything. 


Oli? 


Fourth official Yeah? 
: Replay operator Delay the game, to 
: delay the game? Stop the game. 


They’ve restarted the game. 


: Can't do anything, can’t do anything. 
: Assistant VAR Yeah, they've 
: restarted. Yeah. 


Ican’t do anything. Ican’t do 


: anything. *expletive* 


Arteta's Arsenal 
slip to shock 
defeat against 
superb Lens 
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VAR audio reveals 
chaos behind 
Diaz goal blunder 


The VAR audio from Luis Diaz’s 
wrongly disallowed goal for Liverpool 
at Tottenham has been released 
by the Professional Game Match 
Officials Ltd (PGMOL), revealing the 
replay operator was the first person to 
spot the embarrassing error and urge 
the team of officials to stop the game. 

The PGMOL helda review into the 
humiliating incident and on Monday 
said it and the Football Association 
would review the policy that allows 
officials to officiate matches outside 
Fifa and Uefa appointments, after it 
emerged the VAR and the assistant 
VAR culpable, Darren England and 
Dan Cook respectively, officiated a 
match in the United Arab Emirates 
48 hours earlier. The PGMOL played 
down suggestions of mental fatigue, 
adamant the trip was comparable 
with refereeing a midweek Cham- 
pions League or Europa League tie. 

Liverpool were left seething over 
the incident, the latest embarrassing 
episode for PGMOL and its imple- 
mentation of VAR technology. After 
a quick VAR check, the goal was 
ruled out for offside and the match 
restarted, but replays clearly showed 
the Tottenham defender Cristian 
Romero played Diaz onside. 

The PGMOL immediately apolo- 
gised for the “significant human 
error” in which England and Cook 
failed to overrule the officials’ 
on-field decision. “Wait, wait, wait, 


A Darren England was alerted to the 
mistake by the VAR replay operator 


wait,” said the replay operator, imme- 
diately after play restarts witha Spurs 
free-kick. “The on-field decision was 
offside. Are you happy with this?” 

In the audio, which was first sent 
to Liverpool after a formal request 
by the club and released to the pub- 
lic yesterday evening as part of the 
PGMOL’s drive for transparency, Eng- 
land, the VAR for the game at Totten- 
ham, describes the checkas “perfect” 
before swearing as he realises his mis- 
take, 22 seconds after the goal was 
disallowed following a VAR review. 

Once the VAR and assistant VAR 
were alerted to their mistake by the 
replay operator, they said they could 
not intervene as play had restarted. 
“Can’t do anything,” England said 
as the replay operator asked for the 
game to be delayed. More expletives 
follow once the reality dawns on Eng- 
land. “I can’t do anything, I can’t do 
anything. [Expletive].” 

The VAR protocolaccording tothe 
International Football Association 
Board, the game’s global rule-making 
body, states the referee cannot 
undertake a review once play has 
restarted, except for the case of 
mistaken identity or for a potential 
red-card offence. 

A statement from the PGMOL on 
Monday saidit recognised *standards 
fell short of expectations". England, 
who was due to referee Leicester's 
Championship match with Preston 
tonight, and Cook have been omitted 
from the referee appointments this 
week but the on-field referee, Simon 
Hooper, has been named as the VAR 
for Everton’s home match against 
Bournemouth on Saturday. 

The PGMOL added that officials 
will be reminded that efficiency 
should never be prioritised over accu- 
racy and anew VAR communication 
protocol will be launched to enhance 
the dialogue between the referee and 
VAR in relation to decisions. The VAR 
will be ordered to confirm the out- 
come of each VAR check with the 
assistant VAR before confirming the 
final decision to the on-field officials. 

The Premier League confirmed a 
full review of VAR procedures is to 
be forthcoming, after describing the 
Diaz incident as revealing “systemic 
failures” in the decision process. 
Full transcript, plus Guardiola’s 
‘Oscars’ jibe at referees Page 43 > 


Franny Lee's 

swagger was a 
symbol of City's 
first golden age 


Icardi strikes 
late to stun 
fragile United 


Manchester 
United 


2 3 


«© Mauro Icardi celebrates his 
winner for Galatasaray, minutes 
after missing a penalty 
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England's 
plans hit after 
new Chilwell 
injury blow 


England are facing problems at 
left-back after further tests on Ben 
Chilwell’s hamstring injury revealed 
the Chelsea defender is set to spend 


at least two months on the sidelines. * 


Chilwell had been hoping for 
positive news after limping offat the 
end of Chelsea’s win over Brighton 
last week. However, the 26-year-old 
faces a battle to be back for the 
festive period. 

The news will come as a huge set- 
back to Chilwell, who would have 
been included when the England 
squad is announced tomorrow for a 
friendly against Australia and Euro 
2024 qualifier against Italy. 

Gareth Southgate is already with- 
out his first-choice left-back, Man- 
chester United’s Luke Shaw, and is 
concerned about a lack of options 
in that area. Chilwell deputised for 
Shaw during England’s draw with 
Ukraine last month, with Kieran 
Trippier starting on the left against 


Scotland three days later. Possible 
replacements for Chilwell include 
Palace’s Tyrick Mitchell and New- 
castle’s Dan Burn but Brentford’s 
Rico Henry is out forthe season. Levi 
Colwill, the Chelsea centre-back, has 
regularly been used as a left-back by 
Mauricio Pochettino this season and 
was part of the last England squad. 
Eberechi Eze’s hopes of playing 
for England this month are also over 
after the Crystal Palace midfielder 
sustained a hamstring injury that 
could keep him out for six weeks. Eze, 
who made his senior debut against 
Malta in June and won his second 
cap as asubstitute against Scotland, 
was replaced two minutes before full 
time in Palace’s win over Manchester 
United at Old Trafford on Saturday. 


